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Mr. DAVIS. I did not claim the right to cate- 
chise the gentleman, and put him upon an exam- 
ination of his record. I told him that he knew 
his record better than I did, and I left it to him to 
refer to his record or not. When the gentleman 
was availing himself of an opportunity which I 
gave to him to make a personal explanation, he 
commenced an attack upon me, and I told him 
that, if it was his purpose to carry the war into 
Africa, he would find me ready to defend myself. 
I meant that, as he had chosen to make the war 
in that form, I would defend myself in that form. 


I did not make any threat-or menace against the || 
I intended it in the sense in | 


gentleman at all. the 
which the gentleman himself stated it—in which 
he commenced the war upon me. If the gentle- 
man needs any further explanation, he can getit. 
I made no menace. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ihave noexplanation to make. 
I am not a man of war, sir; I am a man of peace, 


) and desire peace. 
. Mr. DAVIS. SoamI. Well, Mr. President, 
I will proceed now with this explanation. Here 
is the language of the gentleman in his letter of 
F 7th September: 
*‘T have opposed, and so long as my present convictions 
last shajl continue to oppose, the entire coercive policy ot 
the Government.” 
Is not that position broad? Did not the gen- 
tleman at least in his vote, or in his refusal to 
vote, the other day, act up to that position? Has 
he not here declared himself in the most distinct 
) terms against coercion? The gentleman says, as | 
many gentlemen say to us that are against coer- | 
- cion, ** I am against secession;’’ but how is se- 
i cession to be put downexcept by coercion? When 
r there are a hostile government and hostile armies 
- , trying to disrupt the Union and to revolutionize 
: the Government at the point of the sword, how 
L can the gentleman discharge his duty to the Gov- | 
ernment and the Constitution of the United States 
. except by voting men and measures to support 
- that Constitution and that Government? 
0 The gentleman, in his first remarks to this body, 
e read from a speech that he made at the last session 
1 of Congress, and if I recollect a passage in that 
speech, he distinctly reasserted then his opposi- 
e . tion to the principle of coercion. But here is his 
. letter addressed to Mr. Fitch on the 7th of Sep- 
I tember last, after the coercive policy of the Gov- 
r ernment had been fully inaugurated, and after the 
e legislative power of the United States had passed 
J its measures to subdue the rebellion. These meas- 
ures were knownas the system of coercion adopted 
i by the Government to put down the rebellion; and 
n after those measures had been fully voted by the || 
h Congress of the United States, and were in course || 
8 ofexecution by the President, the gentleman writes 
e this letter to Mr. Fitch, in which he avows his 
8 utter opposition to coercion: 
ho **] have opposed, and so long as my present convictions || 
a last shall continue to oppose, the entire coercive policy of 
. the Government. I hope this may be satisiactory to my |] 
f friends. For my enemies I care not.” 
ce _ The gentleman in his speech the other day stated 
4 distinctly that he had formed his opinions after 
c mature reflection, that he had formed them many 
: years ago, that he still adhered to them, and that 
; it was just as possible for the Ethiopian to change 
j his skin as it was for him to change his Opinions, | 
Now, whatis the position that I have attempted 
; to assume all the time? I have conceded,and I now 
; concede, that a gentleman may maintain such 
4 abstract Opinions as he pleases; he may assert 
i those opinions in every place and in every form 
. that does not interfere with his official duty; but | 
y whenever he asserts those opinions, or fails in a 
. pnen line of official duty in consequence of | 
IS Opinions, so as to prevent him from doing his | 
Y duty to the Government and in support of the Con- 
y stitution, the gentleman then becomes amenable 
> to be proceeded against upon a resolution for ex- 
x pulsion. 
- At the close of his remarks the gentleman re- 
a ferred to me very significantly, saying: ‘‘ I know 
y you.” TI ask the gentleman what he meant by 


that. Did the gentleman mean a menace against 
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meinthatexclamation? Did the gentleman mean 
| a threat against me in that exclamation? I pause 
for a reply. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I am not con- 
scious of having threatened the Senator from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 


as threatening him. 


Very good. That is sufficient. 
I do not wish to be understood 
There is no reason why I 


should. 
Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman has answered my 
: 
| question. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have no idea, from what I 
know of him, that he would be deterred from doing 
| his duty by a threat. If he thinks | can be, he 


may make the experiment. | 


Mr. DAVIS. [am here on peaceful relations | 
with the gentleman, and every member of the | 
Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


So am I, sir. 
And I wish to occupy no other | 


eae the gentlemen intended a menace for me. 
He has avowed that he did not, and that*is satis- 
factory to me. 

Now, Mr. President, a few more words and I 
have done. I say this is the law of Parliament; 
and as it is the law it ought to be enforced: when- 
ever agentleman by his opinions, and those opin- 
ions are connected with his official conduct, shows 


of the United States, he ought to be expelled from 
it. I say, taking the gentleman’s two letters to- 
gether, and his vote the other day against the 


to authorize me to vote against him, or any other 
member of the Senate who gives such votes. 
I beg your pardon, sir, and I beg the pardon of 





planation as this. I trust that I shall not have 


but if I shall have, I will say it. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 


the Senate proceed to the consideration of execu- 
tive business. 


| spent in the consideration of executive business, 
the doors were reopened, and the Senateadjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, January 29, 1862. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


DISBURSEMENTS IN TIE STATE DEPARTMENT. 








munication from the Secretary of State, transmit- 
ting a statement of the disbursements of the con- 
| tingent fund, balances of appropriations on hand, 
&c., and precise analytical statements of the 
moneysdisbursed by the State Department; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


CLERKS, ETC., IN STATE DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
statement from the Secretary of State, transmit- 
ting a list of the clerks and other persons em- 
ployed by the State Department; which was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


ESTIMATES FOR POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Post Office Department, 
transmitting an estimate for the service of the Post 
Office Department for the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1863; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to b« 
printed. ° 


EMPLOYES IN THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
|| The SPEAKER a'so laid before the House a 
| communication from the Post Office Department, 


| transmitting in compliance with law a list of the | 


$150,000,000 bill, they of themselves are sufficient | 
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| relations. I wish to make no threat against him | 
| orany other member. All I wanted to know was | 


that he is an improper person to be in the Senate 


the Senate for having entered into so long an ex- | 


occasion to say anything more upon this subject; | 


The motion was agreed to; and after some time | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- |} 
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clerks, messengers, and other persons employed 
in that Department during the year ending the 
30th of June, 1861; which was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House 
| that that body had passed a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States, in certain cases, 
to take possession of railroad and telegraph lines, 
and for other purposes, in which he was directed 
to ask the concurrence of the House. 


EXECUTIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
| ness is the consideration of the amendments of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to the executive, legislative, and judicial 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [hope that no objection will 
be made to my making amendments in the House 
to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered, and no amendment or debate is now in 
order, unless by unanimous consent, 

Objection was made. 

The Clerk read the first amendment, as follows: 

Insert at the end of the first clause of the bill the follow 
ing proviso: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
| strued as in any manner impairing the right to reduce the 
| compensation of any officer of the Government, or to abol- 

ish any existing office. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I want to call attention to an 
| implied understanding, that | should have an op- 
portunity this morning to move an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered, and all debate and amendment are out 
of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
planation. 

Objection was made. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


I call for the reg- 


I only want to make an ex- 


Second amendment: 

After the words, ** For compensation and mileage of Sen 
ators, $240,430,” insert the following : 

Provided, That the second mileage due by law shall be 
paid at the present session upon the certificate of the Pre 
siding Officers of the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Provided further, That the foregoing proviso shall not be 
considered to give any more mileage than is allowed by 
existing laws. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
on that amendment. 
On a division, there were—ayes 6, nocs 42. 

| So the yeas and nays were not ordered. ~ 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is there a quorum present? 

The SPEAKER. A quorum is not necessary 
to order the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ILaskthe Chair whether there 
ig a quorum present? 

The SPEAKER. Ninety-five members are 
| present, which is a quorum. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Third amendment: ‘ 


Strike out “for Congressional Globe and binding the 
saine, $39,000,” and in lieu thereof insert: — 

For binding documents and purchase of blank-books, 
|) $2,500. 
1% 


The amendment was concurred in. 


I demand the yeas and nays 


Fourth amendment: 

After the above insert: . 

To pay John C. Rives for printing five hundred copies of 
the Diplomatic Correspoudence of the United States from 
1776 to 1783, for the State Department, $15,000, 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 

Strike out ‘* $89,000," and insert “ $2,500 ;’ so that the 
paragraph will read: 

For binding documents, 


} 
me, 


including the Congressional 


Gl $2.50. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


1iendment: 


17.796,°’ and insert ** $14,000;” so that the 


if 


Sixth a 

Strike out * 2 
paragraph will read: 

For twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe and 
Appendix foreach Member and Delegate of the second reg- 


| 
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le a 


ular session of the Thircty-Seventh Congress, and one hun- 


dred copies of the same for the House library, $14,000. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 
Strike out ** $15,000,” and insert * $12,000 ;”’ so that the 
paragraph will read: 
For fuel and lights, including pay of engineers, firemen, 
and laborers, repairs, and materials for engine room, $12,000. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


— . . ’ | 
Strike out “ 31,500,” and insert “ $2,200 ;”’ so that the par- 


agraph will read: 

In the office of the Fourth Auditor, for contingent ex- 
penses of the office, $2,200. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Ninth amendment: 

Insert: 

For the compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois 
and Missouri, $2,000. 

On a division, there were—ayes 42, noes 8. 

Mr. BUFFINTON demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs.Guriey and 
CHAMBERLIN were appointed. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 63, noes 9; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HOLMAN. lIask consent of the House 
to make a statement. Yesterday I understood it 
to be the general understanding of the House that I 
should be permitted to move an amendment to the 
following appropriation: 

Library of Congress : 


For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, 


messengers, and laborers, $10,000. 


Ten thousand dollars for this purpose is an in- 
crease of $],000 over the appropriation in the last 
appropriation bill. All I desire is an opportunity 
to present the proposition for that reduction for 
the vote of the House. 
to be denied that privilege. 

Mr. STEVENS. [ shall make no objection to 
the gentleman’s moving that amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my objection 
then to the pending amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Tenth amendment: 

Insert: 

For compensation of twenty-five additional clerks, to be 
appointed by the Postmaster General, under the second 
section of the act entitled * An act to promote the effi 


ciency of the dead letter office,” approved January 21, 1862, | 


$20,000, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 

After the words, ‘* For compensation and mileage of the 
members of the Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and 


contingent expenses of the Assembly, $15,000,” add as 
follows: 


Provided, That the surplus, if any, of said appropriation 
may be used for the repair of the palace building and the 
revision of the laws of New Mexico. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

Strike out “* $10,000’ and insert “ 
read: 

Territory of Nebraska: 

For salaries of Governor, three judges, and secretary, 
$20,000. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

Insert: 

For salaries of clerks, messengers, and laborers in the 
office of the Assistant Treasurer at St. Louis, $4,500. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


$20 


- 


,000 ;’’ 30 that it will 


Fourteenth amendment: 


Strike out “for compensation of twenty-two laborers 
employed in the public grounds, $13,200,” and insert in 
lieu thereof the following : 


For compensation of a foreman and twenty-one laborers 
employed in the public grounds, $13,400. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded a division. 


The House was divided; and there were—ayes 
26, noes 8; no quorum voting. 


Mr. STEVENS. Unless members vote I will 
be compelled to have a call of the House. I move 
that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. TRAIN demanded tellers. 

Mr. STEVENS. I withdraw the motion fora 
call of the House, and ask for a division of the 
House by tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Loomis and 
ENGLIsH were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-six; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Fifteenth amendment: 


Line eight hundred and twenty-eight, insert: 
To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings to em- 


I think that I ought not | 


Li. dial 














ploy a keeper of the three furnaces under the old hall of the || 46° north latitude are desiringsto receive this se 


| 
House of Representatives, $600. 
‘Gcle S fecal ¥ tao 

For a deficiency for the present fiscal year for keeping | 
said furnaces nine months, $400. | 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 
Line eighteen, page 38 of the bill, strike out “ ten,” and 


| insert ** seven ;”’’ so that the clause shall read: 





| and ask that it be read. 


| House of Representatives and the Senate, appointed at the 


| gentleman the explanation which was called for 
| yesterday, but which I was not then able to make. 


. ized to be employed; which makes the additional 


| last taken, and also moved to lay the motion to 


For furniture and repairs, and boxes for meinbers, $7,000. | 
The amendment was concurred in. 

Seventeenth amendment: | 
Line twenty-five, strike out “ ten,’ and insert *‘ five ;”° 


| so that the clause shall read: 


For expenses ot the investigating committees of the 


first session of the Thirty-Seventh Congress, $5,000. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 

Insert the following: 

For rent of surveyor general’s office, New Mexico, fuel, 
books, stationery, and other incidental expenses, $914 36. 

For payment of salaries of clerks in the Attorney General’s 
office, appointed under authority of the act of 2d of August, 
1861, $1,400. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Astheamendmentshave been 
now disposed of, I desire to offer an amendment 
which was generally admitted yesterday should 
be made. It is to strike out **ten,’’ in line one 
hundred and thirty-six, and insert in lieu thereof 
**nine;’’ so that the appropriation for compensa- 
tion of librarian, three assistant librarians, mes- 
sengers, and laborers of the library of Congress 
shall be reduced to $9,000, which will conform to 
the appropriation made last year. 

Mr. BLAKE. I object to the amendment being 
offered. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
jection. 

Mr. BLAKE. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. STEVENS. Iam now able to give the 


I hope there will be no ob- 


As the gentleman has stated, the last Congress 
appropriated only $9,000, but by the act of July 
25, 1861, two laborers; at $500 each, were author- 


$1,000 which has been added to the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If that isthe fact I withdraw 
my amendment. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote | 


reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONSULAR BILL. 





Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House agree 
to the request of the Senate to appoint a commit- 
tee of conference upon the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER subsequently appointed Mr. 
Srevens, Mr. Cox, and Mr. Maynarp as such | 
committee upon the part of the House. 


PURCHASE OF COTTON SEED. 
Mr. LOVEJOY, from the Committee on Agri- | 


culture, reported a bill authorizing the purchase 
of cotton seed. 

The bill, which was read, appropriates $3,000 | 
for the purchase of cotton seed, under the super- | 
intendence of the Secretary of War, for distribu- 
tion in the southern portions of the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Lowa; provided that such 
cotton seed shall be purchased from such places 
where cotton is grown, as far north as practica- 
ble. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I send up a communication, 


The communication was read, as follows: 
Unirep States Parent Orrice, January 25, 1862. 
The extraordinary demand upon this division for * green”’ 
or upland cotton seed is largely in excess of the ability to 
supply within the limit of the present appropriation. 
etters from intelligent agriculturists up to the line of 
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ed, while 
from many portions of the corn-growing regions of the 
West, including Kansas, farmers are applying daily for the 
means to commence the cultivation of cotton. 

In view of these facts, I beg leave, most respectfully, to 
submit to your consideration the propriety of a special ap- 
propriation of $5,000, or such other sum as may, in your 
opinion, be deemed proper, for the purpose of procuring 
upland cotton seed, for general distribution through this 
office. 

I am assured that parties in the North now have several 
thousand bushels of this seed ; butthe policy of purchasing 
of them, or of sending for it, will have to be determined by 
the price at which it may be obtained: but L feel confident 
that seed can be procured and distributed in time for plant- 
ing. 

With the highest respect, yours, 

D. P. HOLLOWAY, 
Commissioner of Patents. 
Hon. Owen LoveJoy, Chairman Committee Agriculture, 
United States House of Representatives. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Iask that the bill may be put 
upon its passage now, for the reason that if any- 
thing is to be done in that direction—and there 
seems to be a very general desire throughout the 
country that something should be done—it must 
be done soon, or it will be too late. If there is any 
objection to the insertion of the names of places 
of distribution, I shall not object to striking them 
out, and thus leave the distribution to the discre- 
= of the department which usually distributes 
seeds, 


Mr. JOHNSON. 





I would inquire of the gen- 


| tleman from Illinois whether the bill does not pro- 
| pose to limit the distribution of the seed to certain 
| western States? 





Mr. LOVEJOY. Itdoes; and I was just say- 
ing that I was willing to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out those names, and allow the seed to be dis- 
tributed wherever the distributing office thinks 
proper. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I merely wish to say that I 
regard this as an experiment which will amount 
to nothing at all; still I have no objection to grat- 
ifying the public, provided we can all be gratified 
at the same time. 

By unanimous consent the bill was amended, 
by striking out the names of the States and insert- 
ing the word ‘‘ general’’ before the word ** distri- 


|| bution.”? 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois whether it would not be better 
that this purchase of seed should be made under 
the superintendence of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, by the agricultural bureau connected with 
that Department of the Government; and also 
whether this $3,000 should not be taken out of the 
money already appropriated for the purchase of 
seeds? We have certainly made a very liberal 
appropriation already for agricultural purposes. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I have no objection to the 
first portion of the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Illinois. But in reference to the other mat- 
ter, I will say to the gentleman that the appropri- 
ation we have already made for agricultural pur- 
poses does not take effect until the Ist of July, 
and that will be too late for the purposes had in 
view by this appropriation. 

I supposed that probably the seed would be ob- 
tained by the Burnside expedition, which is under 


| the direction of the Secretary of War, and would 


be handed over to the Interior Department to be 
distributed; but I have no objection to inserting 
** Secretary of the Interior”’ in the place of ‘* Sec- 
retary of War.”’ 

By unanimous consent, the latter amendment 
was made in the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my other amend- 
ment, inasmuch as the gentleman seems to think 


that the money already appropriated will not be 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the previous ques- 
tion ~ gy the engrossment and third reading of 

The previous a was seconded, and the 
main question or ered to be put; and under the 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 


available in time. 
I 
the bil 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 
ly 
Mr. LOVEJOY demanded the previous ques- 


| tion upon the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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business. 
PAYMENT OF FIELD OFFICERS. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order 


of business to be the consideration of a bill (H.R. 


No. 241) for the payment of field officers of vol- | 


unteer regiments for services rendered prior to 
the full organization of the regiments, which was 
postponed until to-day. 


The bill, which was read, provides that in all | 


cases where a volunteer regiment has been, or shall 
be, raised to the minimum standard, the colonel 
and other field officers, who shall have been com- 
missioned as such, shall be entitled to receive the 
pay and allowances established by law for their 
respective grades from the time they were sever- 


ally authorized in writing by the President, the | 


Secretary of War, or the Governor of their State 


to raise such regiment; provided, however, that | 


in no case shall the pay relate back more than 


three months prior to such regiment being raised | 


to the minimum standard. 


Mr.DUNN. The reading of this bill sufficiently 
We know that many of the vol- | 


explains itself. 
unteer officers of regiments have expended a great 
deal of money and time in raising their regiments. 
Under the law, as it now stands, the field officers 
cannot receive their pay until their regiments are 
raised to the minimum standard. Now, officers 


of the regular Army ordered into service are un- | 
der pay the same as if they were in the field; and 


the Committee on Military Affairs cannot see any 
reason why volunteer officers who are preparing 
to go into the service should notalso receive com- 


pensation for their labor in organizing and prepar- | 


ing their regiments for the field. 
have thought proper to limit the time to which this 
pay shall extend, and to provide that it shall not 
extend further back than three months. The bill 
provides that the pay of officers for services ren- 
dered prior to their commission shall not relate 
back further than three months. 


The committee | 


I know the House is already familiar with this | 


matter, and | presume members are prepared to 
vote upon it, and I therefore move the previous 
question on the engrossment and third reading of 
the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask my colleague 


on the Committee on Military Affairs to give way | 
for a moment, that I may move an amendmentto | 


this bill. 

Mr. DUNN. I will hear it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 desire to offer an 
amendment to provide for the payment of captains 
for a period of two months—that when acompany 


is finally organized or received into the service, | 


the captain shall receive two months’ back pay. 
I desire to offer this amendment because I have 
understood, upon some inquiry, since the com- 


mittee passed upon this bill and reported it, that | 


lieutenants and all other company officers get their 
pay now under the general orders after they have 
raised a certain number of men. It takes a much 
less number of men to entitle a lieutenant to pay 
than a captain. A captain cannot get his pay, 


under the regulations and orders now, until the || 


company has been mustered in, and very fre- | 


quently, under these circumstances, the captain 
of a company may be employed for as much as 
two or three months, laboring for the purpose of 


recruiting his company, and going to considera- || 


ble expense without getting anything forit at all. | 
Sometimes, too, a fraction of his company is do- | 


ing actual service in the field before it is full, and |} 


mustered into the service, and all that time the | 


captain has to pay his own expenses and gets 
nothing at all. 
I therefore offer the following amendment: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
this bill shall apply to captains of companies, except that 
the time for which the pay shall relate back shali be two 
months, instead of three months. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I would ask the chairman 


of the Committee on Military Affairs what pro- 
vision is made for the payment of soldiers who 


are doing actual service before they are mustered | 


into the service? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will state, in re- 


ply to the question of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, that that matter has been considered by 
the committee only as relates to one department— 
the western department; and the committee re- 
poms a bill upon the subject, which was passed 

y this House. It is the intention of the commit- 











tee—judging from the sentiments expressed by 
its members—to prepare a general bill providing 
for the payment of all soldiers who have done 
actual service in the field prior to being mustered 
into the service. The committee think it better to 
introduce a general bill on the subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Duwnn,] or the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, why the Gov- 
ernors of States are mentioned in the bill as hav- 
ing given authority to raise regiments? I do not 
understand that there is any law authorizing Gov- 
ernors to do it. 

Mr. DUNN. But we know very well that the 
practice prevails in some of the States. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It has been in fact 
the universal practice, and adeparture from it has 
been the exception, not the rule. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Somanifestly is that the ease, 
that it seems almost unnecessary that the words 
**the President, or Secretary of War’’ should be 
inserted hereatall. I hope my colleague will con- 
sent to strike out these words, ‘‘from the time 


they were severally authorized in writing.’’? The 


authority may have been a mere letter addressed 
toacitizen. It is said that there were three regi- 


ments raised in Indiana upon the authority of let- | 


ters addressed by the President to citizens of that 


State. It seems to me that my colleague does not | 


mean to say that in such a case as that the author- 
ity shall have the effect of a commission, and that 
those men shall be paid back to the Ems they 
received these letters. 

Mr. DUNN. I mean precisely that. 
phrase was put in the bill to cover just those cases 
and others like them. When the President has 
authorized a citizen to proceed to raise a regiment, 
and the citizen has done so, and has afterwards 


That | 


received a commission, I can see no reason why | 


he should not be paid from the time he was thus | ’ } pas 
|| reported from the Senate (S. No. 169) to aut 


authorized. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


I do not desire by any sug- 


gestions | may make to diminish the pay of the | 


officers or soldiers; butitjsa well-known fact that 


the non-commissioned officers and privates are not | 


paid back to the ume when they actually entered 
into the service. I therefore desire to offer the 
following amendment: 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, &c., That each non- 


commissioned officer and private shall be paid from the time 
he actually volunteers and his name is enrolled on the roll 


of any company which may afterwards be received into the | 


}; Service. 


Mr. DUNN. I cannot yield the floor to my 
colleague to offer that amendment. 
be done in a separate bill. 


That should 


Mr. McK NIGHT. I would appeal to the gen- | 


tleman from Indiana, the member of the Military 
Committee, to accept the amendment proposed by 
his colleague. i 
ant that a general bill should be passed upon this 
subject, embracing the privates in volunteer regi- 
ments as well as the officers. I have had anum- 
ber of complaints made from my district in relation 
to this very thing. Some have been enlisted and 
enrolled two or three months prior to being mus- 
tered into the service, because the mustering-in 
officer did not choose to make it convenient to go 
and swear them in, alleging he would swear forty 
or fifty at once, and they have sent remonstrances 
to me. In some instances German regiments have 
found that other regiments encamped neur them, 
over in Blenker’s brigade, have received pay from 
the date of enrollment, whereas they have only 


I think it is exceedingly import- | 


been paid from the time they were mustered in,and | 
they thought a discrimination was made against | 


them because they were foreigners, and they ap- 


pealed to the paymaster’s department through me, | 


to issue a general order, that hereafter volunteers || fered, or the compensation to which an 


shall be paid from the date of their enrollment. I 


believe such a law will meet the approval of the | 


War Department, and I would like to see this 
whole matter embraced in this bill. 

Mr. DUNN. I reported this bill by the au- 
thority of the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
therefore I have no right to accept these amend- 
ments. I am in favor of paying the soldier from 
the time he actually entered into the service; and 
I will, at any time when the subject comes before 
the committee or the House, give my vote for that 
purpose; but a law of that kind must be prepared 
carefully. ‘This bill is intended to cover a partic- 
ular class of cases. In organizing a regiment, a 
certain number of men may elect a captain, and the 
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Mr. FENTON called for the regular order of | 
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captain goes on pay; a certain number of compa- 
nies elect a major, and the major goes on pay; 
a certain number of companies elect a heutenant 
colonel, and he goes on pay; and last ofall a colonel 
is elected, and he goes on vay. Now, thatis not 
right. Generally the chieflabor of raising the regi- 
ment devolves upon the field officers, and especially 
the colonel; and 1 can see no reason why he should 
not be paid, if he actually raises a regiment, from 
the time he actually commenced to raise it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. All lL ask is that the soldier 
shall be put upon the same footing as the officer. 

Mr. DUNN. Ido not want the gentleman's 
amendment attached to this bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 will notask my colleague 
to accept my amendment, but I do ask him to yield 
me the floor toenable me to submit it for the con- 
sideration of the House. 

Mr. DUNN. If the gentleman will have his 
proposition referred as a separate bill to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, | will vote for it; but I 
do object to its being put on as an amendment to 
this bill without going to any committee for con- 
sideration. I now move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Brarr, of 
Missouri, was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed, 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RAILROAD AND TELEGRAPH LINES. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask the unanimous 
consentof the House to have taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, and put upon its passage, the bill just 

hae 
ize the President of the United States, in certain 
cases, to take possession of railroad and telegraph 
lines, and for other purposes. 


There being no objection, the bill was taken 


| from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and sec- 


ond time. It proposes to authorize the President 
of the United States, when, in his judgment, the 
public safety may require it, to tale possession 


| of any or all the telegraph lines in the United 


States, their offices and appurtenances; to take 
possession of any or all the railroad lines in the 
United States, their rolling stock, their offices, 
shops, buildings, and all their appurtenances; to 
prescribe rules and regulations for the holding, 
using, and maintaining of the telegraph and raitl- 
road lines, in the manner most conducive to tle 
safety and interest of Government; to place under 
military control all the offices, agents, and em- 
ployés belonging to the telegraph and railroad 
lines thus taken possession of, so that they shall 
be considered a part of the military force of the 


| United States, subject to all the restrictions im- 


posed by the rules and articles of war. Any at- 

tempt, by any party or parties whomsoever, in 
any State or dinriet in which the laws of the Uni- 

ted States are opposed, or the execution thereof 

obstructed by insurgents and rebels against the 

United States too powerful to be suppressed by 
| the ordinary course of judicial proceedings, to re- 
sist or interfere with the unrestrained use by Gov- 
ernment of the property thus taken possession of, 
or any attempt to injure or destroy it, is to be pun- 
ished asa military offense by death, or such other 
penalty as a court-martial may impose. Three 
commissioners are to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to assess and determine the damage suf- 
railroad 
or telegraph company may be entitled, by reason 
of the railroad or telegraph line being seized and 
used under the authority conferred by the act, and 
their award is to be submitted to Congress for its 
action. The transportation of troops, munitions 
of war, equipments, military property and stores 
throughout the United States is to be under the 
immediate control and supervision of the Secre- 
tary of War, and such agents as he may appoint, 
a rules and regulations, articles, usages, and 

laws in conflict with the provisions of the bill are 

annulled. Th@compensation of each of the com- 

missioners is to be eight dollars per day, while 
| in actual service, and the provisions of the act, so 
| far as relates to the operation and using of the 
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railroads and telegraphs, are not to be in force any 
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longer than is necessary for the suppression of | 


this rebellion. 

‘The question being on the third reading of the 
bill, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I did not under- 
stand that the bill was to be taken up for action, 
but simply for reference. I move to refer it to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have the floor, and 


do not give way for that motion. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I should certainly 
have objected if I had supposed that the bill was 
to be putuponits passage without consideration. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I ask the House to 
consider the bill at this time. It is to authorize 
the Secretary of War to take possession of all or 
any of the telegraph and railroad lines within the 
United States, for the public service, when that 
measure is called for by the public necessities. It 
1s unquestionably a very important bill. But it 
does not confer on the Secretary of War any new 
or any dangerous powers. The Government has 
now all the powers conferred by this bill; and the 
simple object of the bill is to regulate, limit, and 
restrain the exercise of those powers. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask a question? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I see by the provisions of 
this bill that military power is given to the com- 
mander of the Army to force civilians into the 
military service, against their will and consent— 
is that right? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


If civilians remain | 


in their positions on the railroads it is absolutely | 
necessary that they should be brought under the | 


authority of the Government. They can escape 
from that necessity by resigning their positions 
on the railroads. But if it be necessary that the 
Government shall take possession of one of these 
railroads, every employé on the road ought to be 
under military rule for the time being, and ought 
to be subject to military law. Still it does not 
force these men to retain their positions. The 
services of some men on the road may be abso- 
lutely essential to the Government; and, in that 
case, the Government can properly force them to 
retain their positions, and perform the services 
which they alone can rightly perform. And that, 
Mr. Speaker, would be no greater exercise of au- 
thority than would be the forcing of men into the 
Army toserve inthe ranks against their will, asthe 
Government has unquestionably the power to do 
with reference to anybody in this country. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Missouri whether, on the prin- 
ciples of this bill, it would not be competent for 
Congress to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 


to take possession of all the shipping in the Uni- | 


ted States, and some other officer of all the private 
property of citizens of the United States? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Unquestionably, sir. | 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Why waste time, 
then, on tax bills? And yet a bill of this charac- 
ter, unheard of before in the legislation of the 
country, is to be brought - here by unanimous 


consent on a misunderstanding, and is to be put | 
upon its passage without debate. I hope the gen- | 


tleman will have consideration enough to consent 
to postpone it, 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I tell the gentleman 





from Ohio that the Secretary of the Navy has now | 


the power he speaks of. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I deny it; but if he 


has, there is no legislation on the subject needed. | 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It is to regulate and || 


limit the power. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. You have no right 
to pass such a law, unless the Constitution con- 
fers it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Missouri yield to the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It seems that he will 
have it, whether I yield the floor or not. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, Notatall. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield? 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. 
ir. VALLANDIGHAM. I say that if the 

tary of the Navy has suciga power at all, 

and there is no law now on the subject, it is by 
virtue of the Constitution, and legislation cannot 
limit it. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


» 


Well, sir, I deny bill. 


that proposition. It is not any one person under 
this Government who has that power; it is the 
Government itself that has it. 


which this Government has can he limited and | 
regulated by law. Now, sir, under our Constitu- | 


tion, the Government has the power to take any 
private property for public use when it may be 


| 
| 


deemed essential to the safety of the public, on | 
compensation being made, as is proposed in this 


billto be made. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman from | 


| Missouri yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Missouri to a single 
| point. I think that the Government ought to have, 
and must have, control of the railroads; otherwise 
| it runs the risk, whenever it makes a contract for 
| transportation, of having its plans made known. 
| It is necessary that the Government should have 

this power, so as to be able to move the Army and 
| place it at given points ata particular time. But 
the point of the bill to which I object is this: it 


places all the employés of the road under the arti- | 
I do not see the necessity for that; | 


cles of war. 
and if the gentleman will explain to me why that 
is in the bill, I shall be very much obliged to him. 
I do not think, Mr. Speaker, that we ought to 
place the employés of the railroads under these 
severe articles, unless we have their consent to 
doso. 8 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That is absolutely 
necessary, if the Governmentshall deem it proper 
and needful to take possession of these roads. The 
bill does not compel the Secretary of War to take 


gives him that power when he deems it necessary 
for the public safety to exercise it. And when- 
ever he shall deem it necessary to take possession 
of a road for any length of time, in order to trans- 
port troops, or for any other military 
then every employé on it shall be brought under 


| out that power. 
sponse to what the gentleman has advanced, that 


this does not compel a man necessarily to come || 


under the articles of war, because if he objects to 
| it he can leave his place on the road, and some 
other man can be substituted for the time the Gov- 
ernment keeps possession of the road. 

This power is essential. The employés on the 
railroads would have in their hands the lives of the 
troops whom they would be transporting. They 
would be able to bury them allin an abyss, if they 
saw proper to do so,and I do think that military 
courts should have the power of inflicting punish- 
ment on them when they deserve it. Is there any 
hardshipinthat? Even ifan instance should occur 
| inwhich it would be necessary to compel employés 

to perform certain duties which they might be in- 
disposed to perform, and to place them under the 
articles of war, it would be no more than the Gov- 


ernment would do to some of our citizens if it | 


should be found necessary to draft men into the 
Army. Wema 


articles of war, to serve as soldiers. 
we should find it necessary to draft an engineer, 
or to compel any man to do any service that is 
essential to the public safety, we should have the 
power to put him under the articles of war. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is for that very rea- 
son, if the gentleman will permit me, that I object 
to that portion of the bill. Now, I do not think 
an army would be safe in being transported by 
engineers or conductors who had not yielded or 

iven their consent to go into this arrangement. 
it is for that very reason that I object to it. I 
hope I make myself understood by the gentleman 
from Missouri. There is no difficulty about get- 
ting employés to serve willingly. ‘The Govern- 
ment ought to have absolute control of the road; 
but by this bill, as I understand it, you authorize 
the Government to take possession of the road 
with the employés, and bring them under the con- 
trol of the articles of war. They have no dis- 
cretion about it. It is true they mi 


ight resign; but 
I would have their consent before T would permit 


them to conduct a train upon which the army was 
passing. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Several suggestions 
have been made by gentlemen around me of the 
| absolute necessity there is for the passage of this 
For instance, suppose we should want upon 


possession of any or all of the railroads, but only | 


urpose, 


the articles of war. He could not get along with- | 
But d say also, in further re- | 


be compelled to make a draft, | 
and thus we can bring men unwillingly, under the | 


And so, if | 














| 
| 
' 
j 


| 


| 
| 





| a particular road; suppose that for that 
And any power || 


| It is a question of policy with me. 
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a sudden emergency to transport an army over 
‘ rpose 
we should take possession of that road, but that 
the employés of the road should decline to serve. 
If you give the Government no control over them, 
we should have to look about to hunt up other 
employés. Meanwhile, we shall perhaps have 
lost the opportunity of striking the blow intended 
in consequence of the failure to procure the ne- 
cessary transportation. I think that in such a 
contingency the Government should be author- 
ized to compel such employés to serve. There can 
be no doubt that the Government has the power 
to compel them; and there is no doubt in my mind 











| as to the propriety of compelling them to serve. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will state to my friend 
from Missouri that | have nodoubtas to the power. 
I think we 
can make the bill, by some slight amendment, in- 
finitely better and more satisfactory than it is now. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I wish to ask the 


_ gentleman whether this bill subjects the presidents 
ot railroads to the articles of war? 


) I see some 
members of this House who are presidents of rail- 


| roads, and I desire to know whether they are to 


be subject to the articles of war? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I do not suppose 
there would be any harm in subjecting the presi- 
dent of a railroad to the articles of war, if it was 
necessary to the objects ofthe nation. But I sup- 
= it will not be essential to put the president on 

oard a train of cars, because he generally knows 
very little about the running of cars. 1 do notsee, 
however, any harm in compelling them to serve 


| the public, under the most stringent law that we 


could enact. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as I am informed in very 
high quarters that this bill is eminently necessary, 
and as so far as I can perceive there is no real ob- 
jection to its passage, I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to know if it is in 
order to move to refer this bill? 

The SPEAKER. Not pending the demand for 
the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Exror and 
EDGERTON were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
eighty-three in the affirmative. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I will not call for 
a count upon the other side, but content myself 
with protesting against this bill. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 
vious question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays 


| upon the passage of the bill. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 113, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Goldsmith F. Bailey, Joseph Baily, Baker, Beaman, Bing- 
ham, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, 
Blake, George H. Browne, William G. Brown, Buffinton, 


| Burnham, Calvert, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Cobb, 


Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Cravens, 
Cuuler, Davis, Dawes, Delaplaine, Dunn, Edgerton, Ed- 
wards, Eliot, Ely, English, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, 
Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Gurley, Haight, 


| Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Hutchins, 


Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lan- 
sing, Lazear, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, Mc- 
Pherson, Maynard, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, 
Nixon, Noell, Nugen, Olin, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, 
Pomeroy, Porter, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, 
Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Sargent, Sedg- 
wick, Shanks, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, John B. Steele, 
William G. Steele, Stevens, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, 
Francis Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Upton, Van Horn, 
Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyck, Verree, Wall, Wallace, 
Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Wheeler, Whalcy, 
Albert S. White, Windom, Woodruff, Worcester, and 
Wright—113. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Baxter, Biddle, Conway, 
Crisfield, Diven, Dunlap, Harding, Holman, Johnson, 
Knapp, Law, Leary, May, Menzies, Morris, Noble, Norton, 
Pendleton, Robinson, Shiel, Vallandigham, Wadswort), 
Ward, Uhilton'A. White, Wickliffe, and Wilson—28. 


So the bill was passed. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. SLOAN stated that his colleague, Mr. Pot- 
TER, had been called home in consequence of the 
illness of his son. 
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Mr. STEELE, of New York, said Mr. Smita 
was still unable to leave his hotel. 

Mr. LOVEJOY stated that Mr. Wasnsurne 
had been called home by a death in his family. 

Mr. MENZIES said that Mr. Matrory was 
necessarily absent in the city of New York. | 

The result was announced, as above recorded. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I wish to appeal to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw 
that motion for a very short ume. I hold in my 
hand a bill which has passed this House, has been 
amended in the Senate, referred to the Committee 
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on Military Affairs again in this House, and I now | 


desire to report it back for action upon the Senate 
amendments. Itisa bill (H.R. No. 165) to make 
appropriations for completing the defenses of 
Washington. I am informed that the Govern- 
ment is already indebted in a large amount for 
these works to laborers, &c. 

Mr. STEVENS. What do you want to do? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
of the amendments of the Senate and concur with 
the others. 

Mr. STEVENS. Without any speeches? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
speeches, so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. STEVENS. I withdraw my motion. 


isagree with one | 


Without any | 


The bill, with the amendments of the Senate | 


thereto, was taken up. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


me how much there is in this bill, and what these 
defenses are. 


I want the gentleman to tell | 


The SPEAKER. The bill itself is not before | 


the House. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Then we are only to act upon 
the amendments of the Senate. I ask to have 
them reported. 


The Committee on Military Affairs recom- | 


mend that the third section of the Senate amend- 


ments be non-concurred in, and that the other 


sections be concurred in. 


The Senate amendments were read, as follows: 


Add.at the end of the bill as follows : 
Provided, That all arrearages already incurred for the 


objects of this act shall be first paid out of this sum: Pro- | 


vided, further, That no part of the sum hereby appropriated 
shall be expended on any work hereafter to be commenced. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the fifth section of 
the act of the 28th of September, 1850, providing for the dis- 
charge from the service of minors enlisted without the con 


sent of their parents or guardians, be, and the same hereby | 


is, repealed: Provided, That hereafter no person under the 
age of eighteen shall be mustered into the United States 
service, and the oath of enlistmenttaken by the recruit shall 
be conclusive as to his age. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no volunteers or 
militia from any State shall be mustered into the service of 
the United States on any terms or conditions confining their 
service to the limits of said State or vicinity; and if any 
such volunteers or militia are in service contrary to the 
provisions of this act, the same shall be discharged. 

Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That the second section 
of the above recited act shall be, and the same is hereby, 
so amended as to read as follows: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in time of war 
or rebellion against the supreme authority of the United 
States, all persons who shall be found lurking as spies, or 
acting as such, in or about the fortifications, encampments, 
posts, quarters, or headquarters of the armies of the United 
States, or any of them, within any part of the United States 
which has been or may be declared to be in a state of in 
surrection by proclamation of the President of the United 
States, shall suffer death by sentence of a general court- 
martial. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That tho fifty-fifth ar- 
ticle of the first section of the act of April 10, 1806, chapter 
twenty, be, and the same is hereby, so amended as to read 
as follows: 

Art. 55. Whoever, belonging to the armies of the United 
States in foreign parts, or at any place within the United 


States or their Territories, during rebellion against the su- || 


preme authority of the United 


tates, shall force a safe- 
guard, shall suffer death. 


The question being on adopting the recom- || 


mendation of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to concur in the Senate amendments, the House 


divided; and there were—ayes sixty-eight, noes 
not counted. 


Mr. BINGHAM demanded the yeas and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


DEMAND NOTES. 

| Mr. STEVENS. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Kettoae, of Illinois, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question in order is 
the special order, being House bill No. 240, to 
authorize the issue of United States notes, and for 
the redemption or funding thereof, and for fund- 
ing the floating debt of the United States, on which 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. PenpLeton] is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Chairman, I was 


glad to hear the announcements made by the gen- 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, by my 
colleague, [Mr. VaLLanpieHam,] by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Roscoe Conk uine,] 





the House to make changes in this Dill, either 
by way of amendment or substitute. I do not 
know what those changes may be; but from the 
language in which these announcements were 


not only the provisions of this bill, but all the 
financial questions which so gravely complicate 
the difficulties pressing upon the country. I shall 
therefore, sir, postpone whatever I might desire 
to say in reference to the general subject until 
these amendments are proposed, and confine my- 
self this morning somewhat strictly to the special 

rovisions of the bill before the committee. That 
bin provides for the issue of $100,000,000 of Treas- 
ury notes of the character and description therein 
mentioned. It provides that they shall not bear 
interest; that they shall be payable, at the pleas- 


Treasurer in the city of New York; they shall be 
receivable for all debts and demands due to the 


from the Government; and, in the language of the 
bill, 

‘* They shall be lawful money and a legal tender in pay 
ment of all debts, public and private, within the United 
States.’? 


I have examined, Mr. Chairman, with some 


| notes which has been passed from the foundation 
of the Government upto this hour, and I find 
that this bill differs from all of them in several 
essential particulars. Every other law author- 
izing the issue of Treasury notes provided that 
they should bear some rate of interest, whereas 
these are to bear none; that they should be pay- 
able at a fixed time prescribed in the note, whereas 
these are only to be payable at the pleasure of the 
| United States; that the notes thereby authorized 
should be receivable in payment of public debts 
only by those who were willing to receive them at 
par, while these notes are to be received by every 
public creditor who is not willing to forfeit his right 
to payment atall. These notes are to be made 
lawful money, and a legal tender in discharge of 
all pecuniary obligations, either by the Govern- 
ment or by individuals, a characteristic which has 
never been given to any note of the United States 
or any note of the Bank of the United States by 
any law ever passed. Not only, sir, was such a 
law never passed, but such a law was never voted 
on, never proposed, never introduced, never rec- 
olmaiaded by any Department of the Govern- 
ment; the measure was never seriously entertained 
in debate in either branch of Congress. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. PENDLETON. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I[understand the 
gentleman to say that no measure like that he is 
about to discuss was ever entertained in debate, 
or, if lunderstand him, ever recommended by any 
Department of the Government; and I would like 
to inquire of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Pen- 
DLETON] whether he is prepared to answer, and if 
not, of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, or the gentleman who reported this 
| bill, whether the present Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury is in favor of making paper a legal tender; 





So the report of the Committee on Military || and also whether he is prepared to recommend to 
Affairs was concurred in. 


tleman from Vermont, [Mr. Morriit,] a member | 


made, [ infer that they will be radical, touching | 


Government, and for all debts and demands due | 
| 


and by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. || 
Srevens,] that they each intended to porees to | 
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say, with the permission of the gentleman, that, 
for one, I should like very much to know what is 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, em- 
bracing not only the extent of the constitutional 
power, which the gentleman is now going to dis- 
cuss, but the economic and political extent, if that 
is involved in the seaneal measure, of making 
paper a legal tender in payment of debts. 

Mr.SPAULDING. In reply to the question of 
my colleague, I will say that the Secretary of the 
Treasury has been called upon for his opinion in 
regard to this bill. We were assured that his re- 
ply would be sent to us yesterday, but we did not 
receive it. Weexpect his answer every hour. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Iam not certain 
that I understood what my colleague said. Does 
he expect a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury which will contain his views on the financial 
question, and also on the legal question? 

Mr. SPAULDING. Upon this bill specifically? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, 
legal tender clause ? 

Mr. SPAULDING. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I cannot answer the 
question of the gentleman, so far as the opinions 
of the present Secretary of the Treasury are 
concerned. I affirm again the statement I have 
made, that a proposition of this kind has never 
been recommended to either House of Congress 
by any Department of this Government from its 
organization. The report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, made at the opening of the session, 
contains no such secsainedeanane Itis obvious, 


Containing the 


| from the comparison which I have drawn between 


the bill before us and the laws heretofore passed, 
that if this bill shall pass, we are about to take a 
departure from the settled financial policy of the 


| Government. We are about to launch ourselves, 


ure of the Government, to bearer at the Treasury || 
of the United States, orat the office of the Assistant | 


with sails all set, upon an ocean of experiment, 
upon which the wise men who administered the 
Government before we came into power, warned 
by the example of other nations, would not per- 
mit it even to enter. I believe that this Govern- 


| ment has reached a crisis in its history. | believe 


care, every law authorizing the issue of Treasury || accumulated and manifold dangers which follow 


that it is approachihg a period in the history of 
its legislation which may determine the question 
of its continuance. By wisdom it may overcome 
the evils of secession; by its great powers and 
resources it may be able to defend itself against 


| those in arms against it; but I firmly believe that 


| accrue in pursuance of contracts which shal 
| after be made. 
| import and meaning of that clause? 


it cannot maintain itself against the shock of the 


inevitably, closely in the wake of an illegal, un- 
sound, and depreciated Government paper cur- 
rency. 

The feature of this bill which first strikes every 
thinking man even in these days of novelties, is the 
proposition that these notes shall be made a legal 
tender in discharge of all pecuniary obligations, 
as well those which have accrued in virtue of cou- 
tracts already made as those which are yet to 

phe 
Do gentlemen appreciate the full 
Do they 
realize the full extent to which it will carry them ? 
Every contract for the payment of money is in 


| legal contemplation a contract for the payment of 


gold and silver coin. Every promissory note, 
every bill of exchange, every lease reserving rent, 
every loan of money reserving interest, every 
bend tensed by this Government, is a contract to 
which the faith of the obligor is pledged that the 
amount, whether rent, interest, or principal, shall 
be paid in the gold and silver coin of the country. 
Every contract for the performance of some other 
thing than the payment of money carries with it, 
as the penalty of its infraction, that damages shall 
be assessed, and that these damages shall be paid, 


| even if necessary at the end of an ex®@cution, in 


pbpomae of money, has 
1 


the gold and silver coin of the country. Every 
verdict which has been rendered, every judgment 
which has been entered up, every decree for the 
fiscal made upon that 

ypothesis. That is the measure of the obliga- 
tion of the one party, and of the right of the other. 
The provisions of this bill contemplate impair- 


| ing the obligation of every contract of that kind, 
- . ° * . . 

' and disturbing the basis upon which every judg- 

| ment and decree and verdict has been entered. It 


proposes to say to a party who has entered into 
a contract, ** You shall be discharged from the ob- 
ligations of that contract by doing something else 
than that which you have agreed to do.”’ It pro- 


il Congress the adoption of that measure? I will || poses to say to every party with whom acontract 
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has been made, ‘* Though you are entitled to de- 
mand one thing, you shall, perforce, remain sat- 
isfied with the doing of another.”’ It proposes to 
say, ‘* Although you have agreed to pay gold and 
silver, you shall be discharged upon the payment 
of these notes; although you are entitled to de- 
mand gold and silver, you shall rest content with 
the reception of this paper.”’ It proposes, in one 
word, to release the one party from the obliga- 
tion of his contract, and to divest the other party 
of the rightwhich has been vested in him by that 
contract. Sir, | am sure I need only state the 
proposition to shock the mind of the legal profes- 
sion of the country, so thoroughly has it been im- 


bued with the idea of the sanctity of the obligation | 


of contracts by those who have taught it the benefi- 
cent maxims of constitutional law. 

As for the rest, this bill provides that it shall be 
illegal to make a contract for dealing in gold and 
silver coin; or, to state it more exactly, it provides 
that whatever executory contracts parties may 
make concerning gold and silver coin of the 
country, they shall be discharged upon the per- 
formance of another and different duty—by the de- 
livery of an equivalent number of dollars in these 
notes, 


Where is the grant to be found? One would sup- 
pose that a power like that—a power which in- 
volves the impairing of the obligations of such a 
vast class of contracts, which proposes to disturb 
vested rights to such an immense extent—would 
be worthy of a place in the express grants of the 
Constitution, 

Mr. HICKMAN. 
man from Ohio whether there would be any ob- 
jection to this bill, provided it allowed these notes 
to be a legal tender in the payment of debts on all 
contracts hereafter arising, where there was no 
provision in the contract itself to the contrary? 

Mr. PENDLETON. [shall answer that ques- 
tion in the course of the argument which 
tend to make, and I prefer to answer it in that 
way. 

1 wus saying that a power whose extent was so 
great as this was worthy to find a place in the ex- 
press grants of the Constitution. I had expected 


W here, sir, does Congress get this power? | 


I desire to ask the gentle- | 


in- | 





navy? ~Whether impairing the obligations of con- 
tracts between private individuals throughout the 
country will, in any degree, assist the Govern- 
ment in its great duty of laying and collecting 
taxes: 
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We had no demonstration of the neces- | 


sity or propriety of these means to accomplish | 


those ends. 


The gentleman spoke quite at large in reference | 


to the sovereign power of the Government. He 
told us that this power was not prohibited in the 
Constitution. He told us that in times of great 
emergency everything may be done except that 
which is prohibited; and he read an argument 
from the Attorney General, which concludes as 
it began, with the proposition that such a power 
is not prohibited to Congress. Sir, I repudiate 
this whole idea. I think it has no solid founda- 
tion in the Constitution. In all its external rela- 
tions, standing among the nations of the earth, 
the Government of the United States is sovereign, 
and is invested with all the attributes of sover- 
eignty; but in its relations to its own citizens, in 
its relations to the States, in its relations to its own 


constituents, it has no power except that which is | 


rranted. 
all delegated, and delegated by the terms of the 
Constitution itself. I repudiate the idea that all 
the sovereign power which rightfully resides in 


It has no original power; its powers are | 
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signed that the power should not reside in the 
Federal Government. 

_ Prior to the adoption of the Constitution the 
States had nearly all—perhaps all—emitted paper 
money, and had made ita legal tender in the pay- 
ment of debts. It was designed originally to for- 
bid to the States the exercise of that power, and 
to delegate it to the Federal Government; and, 
accordingly, the first draft of the Constitution 
reported by the committee of revision contained 
a clause prohibiting this power to the States, and 
another clause granting to the Federal Govern- 


| ment the right ** to borrow money and emit bills 
| on the credit of the United States.’’ 
| clause came up for discussion, as it appears from 


When that 


page 1343 of the third volume of the Madison 
Papers— 


‘Mr. GouvERNEUR Morris moved to strike out and emit 
bills on the credit of the United States.’ He said if the 


| United States had credit, such bills would be unnecessary ; 
| if they had not, unjust and useless. 


‘Mr. BurLer seconded the motion.”’ 


_ Mr. Madison thought it was advisable to leave 
in the Constitution the provision that Congress 
might emit bills of credit, and to deprive Congress 
of the power of making them a legal tender. He 


| suggested— 


the nation must necessarily find expression in any | 


department of the Government, whether it be na- 
tionalorState. I stand upon the provision of the 
Constitution, that all power which is not delegated 


to the Federal Government is reserved from it; | 
and that all power which is not delegated to it, | 


and thereby reserved from it, resides either in the | 


States or the people. There are mene powers 
which are denied by the Constitution to the States, 
and yet not delegated to the General Government. 
They find their proper repository in the people. 

I would call the attention of the gentleman, in 
this connection, and in reference to the argument 


| which he has made, to the fact that under the 
Articles of Confederation the Government of the | 


to hear the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 


SPAULDING, | in his argument upon this subject 
yesterday, derive this power from the power to 
** coin money.”’ 
that no stress of financial difficulties could excite 
the honest imagination of any gentleman, even 
though upon the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to such adegree that he could, even in its wildest 
flights, fancy this power involved in those words. 
I expected to hear him derive it from the power 
‘*to regulate commerce;”’ in this | was agreeably 
disappointed, I know that clause is the stalking- 
horse which is made to carry almost every con- 


1 am glad he did not, for I think | 


United States had the power to raise armies, to 
provide a navy, to borrow money, and to emit 
bills of credit upon the faith of the United States. 
And yet the statesmen of that day never, even in 


| all the distress and pressure of the financial diffi- 


ceivable power which any gentleman has thought | 


it desirable at any time that Congress should ex- 
ercise; and yet | know that Mr. Webster, who 
attributed to the Government of the United States 
more power by reason of that clause than any 
other American statesman of whom I have any 
knowledge, expressly,and upon divers occasions, 
scouted the idea that by virtue of it, or of any 
other clause in the Constitution, such power was 
given. I know it is extremely difficult to define 
with exactitude all the powers which Congress 
may have by virtue of that provision; but, sir, I 
think it might be left to any fair-minded man to 
say whether a law, which provides that a cer- 
tain note issued by the Treasury of the United 
Sates shall be a legal tender in discharge of debts 
already accrued, is a fair and legitimate exercise 
ofa power to regulate the interchange of commodi- 
ties, and their barter and sale. 


| the States to pass such tender laws. 


| these United States. 
| so far from aiding the cireulation of the paper, led on to 


The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Spauvp- | 


ING,] In his argument yesterday, deduced this 
power from the general powers of the Govern- 
ment. He told us that Congress had power to 
lay and collect taxes; to raise and support armies; 
to provide and maintain a navy; and that all 
power necessary to effectuate these purposes was 
expressly given by the general grant of the Consti- 
tution. If I should admit his statement in the 


very language in which he has made it, am I not | 


entitled to ask whether he has shown us any le- | 


gtumate connection between making these notesa 
legal tender and the power toraiseanarmy? Might 
I not ask whether the repudiation of the obliga- 
tions of the Government to pay its interest is a 
legitimate means for providing and sustaining a 


i} 
i 


culties of the Revolution, supposed that they pos- | 


sessed any such powerasthis. They desired that 


the bills emitted by the Government should be a | 
legal tender, and they passed resolutions that they || 


ought to be so considered, but they never deemed 
that they had the power to make them such, or 
sought to exercise it. 

Judge Story says: 

** Other emissions were subsequently made. 
ciation was natural, and indeed a necessary consequence 
of the fact that there was no fund to redeem them. Con- 
gress endeavored to give them additional eredit by declaring 
that they ought to be atender in paymentof all private and 
public debts, and that a refusal to receive the tender ought 
to be an extinguishment of the debt, and recommending 
They went even fur- 
ther, and thought proper to declare that whoever should re- 
fuse to receive this a in exchange for any property, as 
gold and silver, should be deemed an enemy of the liberties of 
This course of violence and terror, 


still further depreciation. New issues continued to be made, 
until, in September, 1779, the whole emission exceeded one 
hundred and sixty millions of dollars.’’—2 Commentaries 
on the Constitution, sec. 1359. 

It seems that in those days they indulged in the 
same hallucinations to which some gentlemen 
upon this floor, and many financiers in the coun- 
try, seem even yet to be subject—that a paper- 
money system is the best that can be devised. So 
thought these gentlemen of the Continental Con- 


| gress, as they were indulging in all the luxury of 


$300,000,000 of paper money. 


‘“* They indignantly repelled the idea, in a circular ad- 
dress, that there could be any violation of the public faith 
pledged for their redemption, or that there did not exist 
ample funds to redeem them. They indulged in still more 


The depre- | 


| Government of such a power.”’ . 





extraordinary delusions, and ventured to recommend paper | 


money as of peculiar value. 
they, * that paper money is the only kind of money which 
cannot make to itself wings and fly away.’ *—2 Story on 
Constitution, sec. 1359. 

When | come to examine the powers of Con- 
gress, according to the principles of interpretation 
to which I have said I adhere, I look to the grants 
of the Constitution. I find no grant of this power 
in direct terms, or, as I think, by fair implication. 
It is not an accidental omission; itis not an omis- 
sion through inadvertency; it was intentionally 
left out of the Constitution, because it was de- 


* Let it be remembered,’ said | 


| never good.”’ * * * 


** Will it not be sufficient to prohibit the making them a 
tender? ‘l'his will remove the temptation to emit them with 
unjust views. And promissory notes, in that shape, may 
in some emergencies be best.”? 


A very sharp debate followed upon the proposi- 
tion to strike out from the Constitution the clause 
conferring that power: 

‘*Mr. Ettswortu thought this a favorable moment to 
shut and bar the door against paper money. ‘The mischiefs 


of the various experiments which had been made were now 
fresh in the public mind, and had excited the disgust of all 


| the respectable partof America. By withholding the power 


from the new Government, more friends of influence would 


1 be gained to it than by almost anything else. Paper money 


can in nocase be necessary. Give tire Government credit, 
and other resources will offer. The power may do harm, 
+ : 7. 7 7 


“Mr. BurLer remarked, that paper was a legal tender in 
no country in Europe. He was urgent for disarming the 
* * * * 


** Mr. Reap thought the words, if not struck out, would 
be as alarming as the mark of the beast in Revelation.’ 

“Mr. Lanepon had rather reject the whole plan than 
return the three words, ‘ and emit bills.’ 


And on the motion to strike out those words from 
the Constitution, it was decided by a vote of nine 
States ‘‘aye,’’ and two States ‘‘no.”’ The follow- 
ing was the vote: 

AYES—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia—9. 

NOES—New Jersey and Maryland—2. 

Mr. Madison has appended a note which I de- 
sire to read: 

** This vote in the affirmative by Virginia was occasioned 
by the acquiescence of Mr. Madison, who became satisfied 
that striking out the words would not disable the Govern 
ment from the use of public notes, as far as they could be 
safe and proper, and would only cut off the pretext fora 
paper currency, and particularly for making the bills a tender 
either for public or private debts.”? 

And so thoroughly was that understood to be 
the meaning and policy of the Government that 
none of the early statesmen of the country, either 
those who had been present at the time of the 
making of the Constitution or those who followed 
so closely after as that they were familar with 
those who did make it, even suggested that such 


| a power existed. 


Mr. Hamilton, certainly, agentleman who was 


| in favor of enlarging to the utmost the powers of 
| the Government, in his very first report to Con- 


gress upon the subject of a national bank, takes 
a distinction between the emission of bills by the 
Government and the creation of a bank with 
power to emit its own bills. In that famous 
report on a national bank, in 1790, he uses this 
language: 

“The emitting of paper money by the authority of the 
Government is wisely prohibited to the individual States 
by the national Constitution ; and the spirit of that prohibi- 
tion ought not to be disregarded by the Government of the 
United States. Though paper emissions, under a general 
authority, might have some advantages not applicable, aud 
be free from some disadvantages which are applicable to 
the like emissions by the States separately, yet they are ot 
a nature so liable to abuse—and, it may even be affirmed, 
so certain of being abused—that the wisdom of the Goveri- 
ment will be shown in never trusting itself with the use of 
so seducing and dangerous an expedient. In times of tran 
quillity it might have no ill consequence; it might even 

rhaps be managed in a way to be productive of good ; 

ut, in great and trying emergencies, there is almost a moral 
certainty of its becoming mischievous. ‘The stamping ot 


paper is an operation so much easier than the laying of 
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taxes that a Government in the practice of paper emissions 
would rarely fail, in any such emergency, to indulge itself 
too far in the employment of that resource to avoid, as much 
as possible, one less auspicious to present popularity.”"— 
Hamilton’s Works, vol. 3, p. 124. 


And Mr. Webster, who followed closely the 


rinciples of government and of finance laid down | 


by Mr. Hamilton, sought occasion several times 
. ‘ . . - 2 . . 
in his speeches in Congress to express his decided 
and firm convictions upon this subject. In his 
speech upon the renewal of the charter of the Uni- 
ted States Bank, made in 1832—perhaps the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Critrenpen] will 
remember it, as he wasa member of the Senate at 
that time—Mr. Webster says: 

“ Congress can alone coin money. Congress can alone fix 
the value of foreign coin. No State can coin moncy. No 
State can fix the value of foreign coin. No State, not even 
Congress itself, can make anything a tender but gold and 
silver in payment of debts.””—Webster’s Speeches, vol. 2, 
page 81. 

And again, si ry in 1836, when Mr. Webster was 
at the very height of his intellectual power, and 
when by the financial condition of the country he 
was led to apply all his power to develop the true 
meaning of the Constitution in this regard, and 
to devise legislation suited to the evils then exist- 
ing, in his speech upon the specie circular, says: 

« But if we understand by currency the legal money of 
the country, and that which constitutes a lawlul tender for 
debts, and is the statute measure of value, then, undoubt 
edly, nothing is included but gold and silver. Mostunques 
tionably there is no legal tender in this country under the 
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to-day, at a value of ninety cents in the dollar. || preciated; the necessaries of life will rise in value; 


You compel every man to whom $1,000 are due | 
to take, in satisfaction of his claim, that which 
is only worth $900. You confiscate, wickedly 
and unnecessarily, one tenth—even at the present 
rates—of all the indebtedness ofthe country. Sir, 
it is a monstrous proposition, which | hope will 
not be tolerated by this House. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I goastep further. I doubt 
whether there is any power in the Federal Gov- 
ernment to issue the notes described in this bill, 
whether they are made a legal tender or not. 1 
have shown to you that the power to **emit bills 
of credit’? was expressly withheld by the con- 
vention which framed the Constitution. I have 
shown that it was withheld because they did not 
intend that this power should be vested in Con- 


| gress. Now, whatisa billof credit? Chief Justice 


authority of this Government, or any other, but gold and | 
silver, either the coinage of our own mints, or foreign coins, | 


at rates regulated by Congress. This is a constitutional 
principle, perfectly plain, and of the very highest import- 


ance. ‘The States are expressly prohibited from making any- | 
thing but gold and silver a tender in payment of debts; and | 
although no such express prohibition is applied to Congress, | 
yet, as Congress has no power granted to it, in this respect, | 
butto coin money and to regulate the value of foreign coins, | 
it clearly has no power to substitute paper, or anything else, | 
for coin, as a tender in payment of debts and in discharge: | 


of contracts. Congress has exercised this power, fully, in 
both of its branches. It has coined money, and still coins 
it; it has regulated the value of foreign coins, and still reg 
ulates their value. The legal tender, therefore, the consti- 


Marshall, in the case of Craig against the State 
of Missouri, (4 Peters’s Reports,) defines it. He 
says: 

“To emit bills of credit conveys to the mind the idea of 


| issuing paper intended to circulate through the community 
| as money, Which paperis redeemable ata future day. This 


tutional standard of value, is established and cannot be | 


overtirown.”—Webster’s Works, vol. 4, page 271. 
And again, in the same speech, he says: 


‘1 am certainly of opinion, then, that gold and silver, at | 
rates fixed by Congress, constitute the legal standard of | 
value in this country; and that neither Congress nor any | 


State has authority to establish any other standard, or to 
displace this.”’ 


And Mr. Calhoun, in his speech on the bill | 


authorizing the issue of Treasury notes, in 1837, 

assumes, as indisputable, that Congress possesses 

no such power. (3 Calhoun’s Works, p. 102. 
Sir, it seems to me that if the language of the 


Coiistitution, and the weight of authority can set- | 


tle any proposition, it is that Congress has not 
the power to do that which it is proposed shall 
be done by the provisions of this bill. . 

Now, sir, the argument which I have made in 
reference to the constitutional power of Congress 


does not depend in any degree upon the question | 


whether or not these notes can maintain their par 


value in gold and silver. But it may give point to | 
the argument to show the effect which will be pro- | 


duced by the provisions of the bill itself in that 
respect. 

‘This bill, after providing that these $100,000,000 
of Treasury notes shall be payable to all creditors 
of the United States, and in the discharge of all 


private debts, provides also that they shall be | 
funded in twenty year bonds of the United States | 


at six per cent.; and, in order to induce the fund- | 


ing, that when any person shall accumulate $2,500 


of these notes he may require that bonds shall be | 


issued in the denomination of the currency of a 
foreign country, payable, principal and interest, 
in that country. 

The effect of this provision is intended to be that 
he shall there receive his interest in gold and sil- 
ver. Congress thus fixes the value of these notes; 
fixes it to-day; fixes it at the hour of their emis- 
sion. They shall be equivalent to an equal num- 


interest. That is their value fixed by the law— | 
fixed by the money markets ofthe country. What | 


are these bonds worth to-day? Sir, I read in the 
New York papers that last Saturday they were 
selling at eighty-nine cents in the dollar. The 
quotations of last week were never higher than 
ninety cents. Yet you propose to send out these 


is the sense in which the terms have been always under 
stood. The term has acquired an appropriate meaning; and 
*€ bills of credit”? signify a paper medium intended to circu 
late between individuals, and between Government and 
individuals, for the ordinary purposes of society.”’ 


Mr. Webster defines a bill of credit thus: 

“The object of them was to create a paper circulation ; 
and any paper issued on the credit of the State, and in- 
tended for circulation from hand to hand, is a bill of credit 
whether made a tender for debts or not, or whether carry- 
ing interest or not. Is it issued with intent that it shall 


| circulate as money from hand to hand, and with intent that 


it shall so circulate on the credit of the State ? 
is a bill of credit.”’ 


If it is, it 


Judge Story, in his dissenting opinion in the 
case of the Bank of the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky, defines them in the same way. Whatare 
these notes? They are made, by the very lan- 
guage—it is their chief purpose—of the bill, law- 
ful money. They are intended to circulate as 
currency. The argument on which this bill is 


the Government will pay twofold—certainly large- 
ly more than it ought—for everything that it goes 
into the market to buy; gold and silver will be 
driven out of the country, What then? The day 
of reckoning mustecome. Contraction will follow. 
Private ruin and public bankruptey, either with 
or without REPUDIATION, Will inevitably follow. 

wn : : 2 

The gentleman from New York cited to me 
yesterday the authority of General Hamilton. 


| General Hamilton, certainly no enemy of a sound 


paper currency, describing the effects of a policy 
like this, said: r 


* The loss which America has sustained since the peace 
from the pestilent effects of paper money on the necessary 
confidence between man and man, on the necessacy con 
fidence in the public councils, on the industry and morals 
of the people, and on the character of republican gov 
ernment, constitute an enormous debt against the States 
chargeable with this unadvised measure, which must long 
remain unsatisfied ; or, rather, an accumulation of guilt, 
which can be expiated no otherwise than by a voluntary 
sacrifice on the altar of justice of the power which haz been 
the instrument of it.’ —Federalist, No. 44. 


Mr. Webster has painted most felicitously the 
disastrous results to follow from this same course 
of conduct: 


** A disordered currency is one of the greatest of political 
evils. It undermines the virtues necessary for the support 


| of the social system, and encourages propensities destruc 


! 


| tive of its happiness. 
| and economy ; and it fosters the evil spirits of extravagance 


| 
| 


It wars against industry, frugality, 


and speculation. Of all contrivances for cheating the labor 

ing classes of mankind, none has been more effectual than 
that which deluded them with paper money. Ordinary 
tyranny, Oppression, excessive taxation, these bear lightly 
on the happiness of the mass of the community, compared 


|| with fraudulent currencies, and the robberies committed by 


| sustained is, that these notes should supply a cir- | 


| of * bills of credit,’’ the power to emit them was | 


culating medium to the country. They come 
within the definition of ** bills of credit.’’ I have 
shown that if they do come within the definition 


expressly, designedly withheld from Congress. I 
do not deny the power of Congress to borrow 
money and to issue notes in evidence of the in- 
debtedness; I limit my objection strictly to the 
notes described in this bill. 

But, even if I believed this bill to be constitu- 
tional in both aspects, I yet see enough in it to 
merit, as I think, the hearty condemnation of the 
House. It provides that these notes shall be re- 
deemable only at the pleasure of the United States. 


| The gentleman from New York (Mr. Spavtpine} 


called them ‘* demand notes.’’? They have been so 
called throughout the country. Theydo not beara 
single characteristic ofa demand note. There is no 
time, from the hour when they shall pass into the 
hands of the holder, when he can by their terms de- 
mandthatthey shail be redeemed. ‘There is no time 
when the faith of the Government is pledged to 
their payment. The holder may present them,and 
he is told that the time has not arrived at which, 
by the face of the bill, they are tobe paid. They 
will inevitably depreciate. The wit of man has 


neverdiscovered a means by which paper currency | 


can be kept at par value, except by its speedy, 
cheap, certain convertibility into gold and silver. 
I need not cite gentlemen to history or to author- 
ities—writers on political economy—to prove it. 
Unless convertible they have always depreciated; 
they always will depreciate; they ought to depre- 
ciate, because they are only valuable as the rep- 
resentatives of gold and silver; and if they are not 
convertible into that of which they are the repre- 


| Sentative, they must necessarily lose their value. 


|| with irredeemability. 
ber of dollars expressed in the twenty years’ | 
bonds of the United States, carrying six percent. || 


You send these notes out into the world stamped 
You put on them the mark 


| of Cain, and, like Cain, they will go forth to be 


vagabonds and fugitives on the earth. What then 
will be the consequence? It requires no prophet 
to tell what will be their history. The currency 
will be expanded; prices will be inflated; fixed 
values will depreciate; incomes will be diminished; 
the savings of the poor will vanish; the hoardings 
of the widow will melt away; bonds, mortgages, 
and notes, everything of fixed value, will lose their 


notes as a legal tender, stamped as they are here || value; everything of changeable value will be ap- | 


depreciated paper. Our own history has recorded for our 
instruction enough, and more than enough, of the demoral 
izing tendency, the injustice, and the intolerable oppres 
sion, on the virtuous and well-disposed, of a degraded paper 
currency, authorized by law, or in any way countenanced 
by Government.’’—Webster’s Speeches, vol. 2, p. 81. 

Can we not learn something from the early ex- 
perience of our own country? Can we not learn 
something from the overthrow of the revolution- 
ary Government of France by this re over-issue 
of depreciated paper? Can we not learn some- 
thing from those throes which the society of Eng- 
land endured during the long suspension of, and 
at its return to, specie currency in 1822? Can we 


| not now rise to a wisdom of statesmanship which 


shall control the financial necessities of the coun- 
try without plunging it into that gulf from which 
there is, with honor and safety, no recovery? 
Sir, | beg gentlemen to permit me to read, in 
closing what I have to say, one more lesson of 
wisdom from that statesman of New England to 
whom I have had occasion so often already to 
refer. I read it with the hope that it will be en- 


| graven on the memory of every man here, and that 


it will enable us to avoid the evils ef which he has 


| spoken by adhering to the course which he has 
| wisely marked out: 


** No nation hada better cufrency than the United States. 
There was no nation which had guarded its currency with 
more care, for the framers of the Constitution and those 


| who had enacted the early statutes on the subject were 


hard money men. They had felt and duly appreciated the 
evils of a paper medium; they therefore sedulously guarded 
the curreney of the United States from debasement. The 


| legal currency of the United States was gold and silver coin. 
| This was a subject in regard to which Congress bad run 


into no folly. Gold and silver currency was the law of the 
jand at home, the Jaw of the world abroad; there could, in 
the present condition of the world, be no other currency.”’ 


Let gentlemen heed this lesson of wisdom. Let 
them, if need be, tax the energies and wealth of 
the country sufficiently to restore the credit of the 
Government. Let them borrow whatever money 
in addition may be necessary—borrow it to the full 
extent that may be necessary—and let us adhere 
rigidly, firmly, consistently, persistently, and to 
the end, to the principle of refusing to surrender 
that currency which the Constitution has given 
us, and in the maintenance of which this Govern- 
ment has never,as yet, for one moment wavered. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Ketroae, of lilinois, re- 


ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had the 
Union generally under consideration, and partic- 
ularly the bill (H. R. No. 249) to authorize the 
issue of United States notes, and for the redemp- 
tion or funding thereof, and for funding the float- 
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2 
ing debt of the United States, and had come to no 
conclusion thereon. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of consid- 
ering the Army bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will say to the 
rentlernan that the committee must proceed with 
the special order if the House goes into commit- 
tce without first postponing the special order. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move, then, to postpone 
the special order in committee until to-morrow. 

There being no objection, the motion was re- 
ceived, and agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Before the vote is taken upon that motion, how- 
ever, | move that general debate upon House bill 
No. 209 be closed in one hour after the bill shall 
be taken up in committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The first motion of Mr. Srevens was then 
agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hotman in the 
chair.) 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, the committee 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the 
Spee (No. 209) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 
30, 1863, and additional appropriations for the 
year ending June 30, 1862. 


CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 


Mr. GURLEY. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise 
for the purpose of making a long speech, but sim- 


ply to offer a few suggestions in reference to that | 


rreat struggle in which our Government is en- 


i} 
| 


| strike out boldly for victory, and trust the result 


gaged, having for its object the suppression of | 


treason and rebellion, and the preservation of a 
nation’s honor and life. Sir, it is useless, in my 
judgment, to attempt to disguise a fact now almost 
everywhere recognized, that we must have a more 
active and practical war policy in this House, in 
the Cabinet, but more especially in the field, or we 
may prepare for a war of several years’ duration 
both domestic and foreign. As we have been going 
on, and as we are now proceeding in the military 
campaign, when a few more months have gone by, 
it would be no strange thing if the southern con- 
federacy should be acknowledged by foreign Pow- 
ers; and when that takes place, ifever, our Govern- 
ment will stand before the civilized world not only 
humiliated, but utterly disgraced. 


jut what means this long delay in attacking the | 


rebellious forces? Sir, our Army has long been 
ready and anxious to fight, our soldiers are burn- 
ing with a desire to strike at the traitors—the 
madmen who have risen up against the best Gov- 
ernment in the world —and our subordinate offi- 
cers are chafing and panting for the battle-field; 
but what avails all this? They have earnestly 
cast about for a bold and daring leader, ready for 
the great contest; but where is he? ‘ 
answers in the far distance—there is he? 
painful to confess the real truth on this subject at 
this late day. Thus far they and the country have 
looked in vain for a commanding general—a com- 


Sir, echo | 
It is 


mander-in-chief, | mean—who has exhibited the | 
will and the requisite enterprise and genius to lead 


our forces on to victory. But why not fight? 
What lion is that which stands in the way? Is 
it feared that if we do fight somebody will get 
hurt? or is the ghost of Bull Run still hovering 
about and haunting the minds of our command- 
ing generals? Sir, we have lost more men in 
camp by ordinary disease and sickness during 


the last five months than we should have lost, in | 


all human probability, in half a dozen general en- 
gagements in the field. Not only so; hundreds 


of millions of money have been spent, and one of | 


the largest armies of the world gathered, only to 
remain,it would seem, comparatively idle, and to 
become weak and demoralized by inactivity in 
camp. So much, however, is now certain: if we 


would any longer have the respect of our own | 


people; if we would continue mighty in the means 
to prosecute this war, and receive the moral sup- 
port of the world, we must delay no longer, but 
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to good powder, strong arms, well-aimed guns, to 
God and his providence. Far better is it to meet 


with occasional reverses and defeats than to re- || to be achieved, their armies everywhere either remained 


main in the inglorious and passive condition of 
the past; for who does not know that our Army 
will never become an overwhelming power till our 
men are practiced in the field under the fire of the 
enemy? 

We must now fight or be disgraced ! 


| fight as only men can who are on the side of jus- 
tice, right and human freedom—otherwise our | 
people will become discouraged and disgusted, 


the Treasury bankrupt, and the Government be 
brought into utter contempt. 

Do-you reply that there is a general who stands 
in the way of the onward march of our troops, 
who holds in firm check more than half a million 
ofmen? Then I say take him out of the way, and 
let his place be occupied by another, if this is the 
only remedy forso terrible an evil. Generals are 
nothing of themselves in this great contest, when 
thrown into the balance against the honor and in- 
tegrity of the Union. 
had command of our forces, and he failed to do 
his whole duty and march out against the enemy, 
I would at once petition that court to which he 
holds allegiance, and ask for his instant dismissal. 


Yes, sir, | 


i 
|| and ammunition. This was not only the case with partic- 


Sir, if the angel Gabriel | 


This war has reached a point where kid gloves, | 
pleasant words and gilded promises are of no fur- | 


ther use. The exigencies of the hour demand hard 


words, and still harder blows; for remember, this | 


contest must close, either in the ruin of a Repub- 
lic that has filled the eyes of the best men of the 
world with admiration, and possibly the destruc- 
tion of civil and religious freedom in America, or 
in the more perfect supremacy of law and order, 
and the renewed stability of our cherished institu- 
tions, 


I have firm faith in the latter result, for I | 


long since learned that great revolutions move the | 


world forward, but backward never. 
Mr. Chairman, it is a sound maxim, I believe, 


that we should learn of our enemies whenever we | 


can; and in pursuance of that I shall now ask the 
Clerk to read an extract from a Richmond (Vir- 
ginia) paper, which, I am sure, will help us to 


realize some of our military errors and blunders, | 


and prepare the way for something better in the 


| future. 





The Clerk read, as follows: 


** The Rebels Prompting the Federal Government. 
“The developments of the last four weeks of the war 
have been the most remarkable that have occurred during 
its entire progress. The beginning of December saw the 





Yankees in full force, apparently ready for decisive battle at | 


all the important points on the frontier. On the Potomac 
they had the best appointed army on the continent, stated 


by their own authorities to be two hundred thousand strong. | 


lu Kentucky they had massed together two immense forces 


of thirty to fifty thousand each, which menaced Columbus | 


and Bowling Green, and all indications pointed with cer- 
tainty to an immediate advance upon our lines at atime 
when we were weak and poorly able to withstand assault 
from heavy columns. Zollicoffer was pressed before Cum 

berland Gap by a force more than double his own; Pound 
Gap was at the mercy of Nelson, having only a thousand 
men to oppose against ten thousand ; Rosecrans was on the 
Gauley with an army which he now confesses to have been 
fifteen thousand strong, against Floyd, having only twenty- 
three hundred; Reynolds was on Cheat Mountain with five 
thousand, opposed by Johnson with only twelve or fourteen 
hundred ; and Sherman had succeeded in landing fifteen or 
twenty thousand menat Beaufort, while we had in that region 


at the time but a few thousand forces, little better than militia, | 


poorly provided with arms and ammunition. And, to crown 
all, the splendid weather invited them to the charge. 
«Then was presented the golden opportunity to strike at 
every onc of these points. Bold, effective blows, stricken then 
simultaneously by all their armies, could not have failed to 
crush our strength in several quarters, and put a gloomy face 
upon our affairs. Success at Columbus and Bowling Green 
would have been almost annihilating to our fortunes in the 


West. Success at Cumberland and Pound Gaps would have | 


cut our connections with Tennessee and 
trievably. 
would have laid open all middie Western Virginia next 
spring to the easy invasion of the enemy. 4 vigorous push 
from Beaufort upon the Charleston and Savannah railroad 
would have separated those two cities, and cut our army of the 
seaboard in two. 

* But the enemy have let the golden opportunity slip 
through their fingers. They have allowed us time to make 
good our defenses in every threatened quarter. The energy 
of the southern people has been aroused by the imminent 
danger, and we are now safe in every point where before 
we were so vulnerable. Our danger is passed, and we are 
now at liberty to speculate upon the blindness or tabentty 
which prevented the enemy from using an opportunity whic 
will never return to him. 

“To what cause is the enemy’s failure everywhere to 


entucky irre- 


Success in capturing our army in the Kanawha | 


advance attributable? It clearly was not due to the want of | 


men, to the want of supplies, or to the want of preparation 
in facilities of every character. No troops were ever better 


armed, better clothed, or better furnished with provisions 


| 


LOBE. 





January 29, 





| ular corps, but was the case with all. And yet, though fully 
| prepared for effective operations, though the whole world 


was expecting heavy blows to be struck and decisive results 


| stock still, or ignominiously and most strangely and sud- 








denly stampeded from an imaginary and non-pursuing foe. 

«There can be but one solution for this most strange 
phenomenon. The Yankees do not enlist to fight; they 
enlist only to draw pay. The cessation of southern trade 
having put a stop to their factories and mechanical trades, 
the operatives have had no other means of livelihood than 
enlistment; the clerks and foremen have, under the same 
necessity, taken lieutenantcies and captaincies, and the 
bosses are forced to play colonels. They have all gone into 
the Army as a means of livelihood, and without any sort 
of intention to throw away their lives. They took to the 
Army to keep body and soul together, and without the 
remotest thought of employing that method for separating 
the two. Accordingly, when McClellan orders an advance 
from the Potomac, as he has said to have done repeatedly, 
these well-fed, well-clothed, well-paid, and salaried men 
of war persistently donot march. So in Kentucky, where 
they had every opportunity for a victory; and so at Beau- 
fort, when the panic created by their landing invited an 
advance. Ali around the frontier they exhibit this same 
frugal regard for life and comfort, and the same stolid immo- 
bility under orders for an advance. We regard the last four 
weeks as decisive of the war, not merely by its results, or 
rather barrenness of results favorable to the enemy, but by 
its clear developments of the fact that the Yankees have 
enlisted in the Army for a living and with a fixed objection 
to hard fighting.”—Richmond Dispatch, January 2. 


Mr. GURLEY. Every member present and 
the whole country will recognize much truth in 
the newspaper article. We have let slip golden 
opportunities for crushing out this rebellion, and 
for achieving brilliant victories; we have failed to 
follow up signal successes when once landed upon 
the enemy’s shores; but the declaration that our 
men entered the Army for pay, and will not fight, 
we all know to be as false as falsehood itself. The 
great and only cause of dissatisfaction among our 
troops is, that they are not permitted to strike 
down the rebels. Call for men for a dress parade, 
and about five hundred of a regiment will appear; 
make a call in camp for a regiment to go on duty 
where fighting is to be done, and nearly every man 
will respond, ** Here am I.’’ This I know to be 
true; but there are Joud and bitter complaints, 
whether just or unjust I will not say here, that 
the Commander-in-Chief, the general at the head 
of our forces, has held them back for months when 
they have often seen victory right before them. 

Sir, I prefer no charges against him. That he 
isa good and loyal man I have no doubt; that he 
is a brave officer is perhaps true; and that he isa 
skillful commander I shall not now question; but 
that man does not live, that man does not breathe, 
in my judgment, who can command with that suc- 
cess required six hundred thousand men, scattered 
overaterritory extending over two thousand miles; 
and yet he has been holding the thread that guides 
and controls this vast body of men, larger than 
any man of modern times has commanded. In- 
deed, sir, the destiny of this great Republic has 
long hung upon the volition of his will, for the 
Army that must decide the weal or woe of this 
country only moves as his mind directs. It re- 
quires no great military science to decide, it re- 
quires nothing higher than common sense to com- 
prehend the fact that it is impossible for a man 
standing upen the banks of the Potomac to guide 
and control an army in detail a thousand or two 
miles distant so as to successfully meet the sudden 
exigencies that must arise, requiring almost in- 
stant movements and attacks upon the enemy. 
Nothing short of omniscience and omnipresence 
would qualify him for so vast a responsibility, 
and so greata work. No other Government in- 
vests its generals with such unlimited authority; 
and although France and England have some of 
the best trained, best educated, and ablest gen- 
erals in the world, no man has been found high 
enough, no man has been found great enough to 
receive the supreme command of even three hun- 
dred thousand soldiers. Sir, the idea that the des- 
tiny of this mighty Republic, with its Army of 
half a million men, with its great wealth, its mul- 
tiplied interests, its hopes and fears, should ex- 
clusively rest with a single general in the field, and 
he an untried man, with almost unlimited power, 
is not only anti-republican and alarming, but mon- 
strous to the last degree. We see the necessity 
daily of some division in the military power; of 
its being divided by the Commander-in-Chief 
among competent ara widely separated, so 
as to bring out emulation, enterprise, and give the 
spring to deeds of daring and genuine chivalry. 

A part of the tremendous burden thrown upon 
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shoulders of our young general should be re- | es f 
the y 6s | numbers of citizens have been imprisoned, shot, 


moved and divided in a way to call out the best 
energies of the best officers, and at the same time 
secure general unity of action. Had this been 
done months ago, [ have no doubt that the suc- 


cess of our arms would have been as signal as | 


glorious; but thus far our commanders appear to 
have been the victims of some fixed, unalterable 
slan, the fruit of one mind, which ‘apo after all, 
~ succeeded in accomplishing only one marked 
result, namely, preventing five hundred thousand 
men from attempting precisely what they came 
together to accomplish—to fight and whip the en- 
emy. They have not been permitted to move for- 
ward, however certain the prospect of victory in 
the minds of officers in immediate command, lest 
some favorite scheme should be marred or ruined 
by precipitating a general engagement. 

Will it be said that no one can know so well 
when a division of the Army may safely advance 
as the commanding general in Washington ? ‘That 
may be where he has an immediate supervision; 
but why should officers of equal ability, who are 
in the valley of the Mississippi, a thousand miles 
distant, with their men, who are familiar with the 
country and the position of the enemy, and know 
from personal observation just when and where to 
strike, be compelled to wait for special orders from 
here before they can make an advance? 

Sir, | wish just in this place to notice one re- 
markable fact connected with this war. Eight out 
of ten of the subordinate officers and soldiers in 
our Army, the very men who are to bare their 
breasts before the fire of the enemy, the very men 
who must receive the shock of battle and the rain 
of bullets, are precisely those who complain most 
because they are not permitted to go forward and 
fight. 
know the danger, and realize the strength of the 
rebels, ought to be able to form a correct judg- 
ment as to whether they can whip them or not. 
Leave the question to them, and ten out of twelve 
would vote that there has been no necessity for 
the delay of the last four months. 

But what is that great plan which has stood in 
the way of our onward movement? I reveal no 
secrets, I presume, for I shall only repeat what 
the newspapers have published, and we all know 
ae never tell stories, only indulge in occasional 
flights of fancy! I shall state what I think is true; 
that the plan was to strike at all points at once— 
a simple impossibility; make a simultaneous at- 
tack upon the enemy east and west. Every ar- 
rangement was to be made in Missouri, Kentucky, 
and Virginia, and preparations perfected as far as 


could be, so that, as by a single tick of the clock, | 


all would rush upon the enemy at once and crush 


been the practical working of this, or if not this, 
ofany other plan? Our Army has been five months 
getting ready for its realization—waiting impa- 
tiently for the nice and precise adjustment of all 
parts of the machinery of this scheme; but as the 
enemy is notalike weak in all places, being strong 
in some and weak in others at any given time, we 
are as far from its execution as we were last sum- 
mer; and whatever our Army now accomplishes 
must be accomplished as the troops in Kentucky 
have recently and gloriously done, not by a signal 
from Washington—if they wait for that they will 
never do anything—but by striking boldly at the 
enemy when and where you can find him. So far 
as the Potomac is concerned, however, we are 
compelled to say, ‘* The harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not saved.’? We must 
now drop all such impracticable plans and fight, 
or be called a nation of cowards. 

__ Whyshould the great Army of the Union remain 
idle when the people everywhere, soldiers and 
civilians, are imploring for and demanding active 


movements against the rebels in the South? Sir, || 


the people of East Tennessee, for example, have 
long beenasking for ten thousand men to save their 
part of the State from the desolating hand of the 
rebels, and their wives and children and families 
from insult, persecution, and starvation. How 
have their prayers been answered? 
nouncement that we have no troops that can be 
spared from the gréat Army; yet there are absent 
from the Potomac—or were a few days ago, and 
this is about the average at all times—on business 
or pleasure or other objects, nearly one thousand 
officers and over seven thousand privates, a great 


army of themselves, and as many as were required |) 


Those upon the ground, and who sce and | 


By an an- | 


i 
i 


\| 





to save Tennessee, and for the lack of which large 


and hung; and still larger numbers driven from 
their homes and hunted like the wild beasts of the 
forest. Why were not eight or ten thousand men 
from this great Army sent at an early day on an 
errand so important, and which would have se- 


cured the greatrailroad over which the rebelscarry | 
their troops and supplies? Why, in these times | 


of peril, give leave of absence to eight thousand 


soldiers, and yet plead the want of men in ey 


toa = who chose to sacrifice all they had in 
this world rather than desert the flag of the Union? 
Unlike us, they were in the power of the infuria- 
ted confederates; in the very jaws of the lion, but 
boldly dared them to do their worst; and yet we 
have left these loyal people to suffer, to hide in the 
caves and the mountains, and eyen starve, under 
the plea that we have no army to send to their res- 


| cue, when some two hundred thousand well fed 


troops in this neighborhood have been three or four 


| months begging and pleading to be led against the 


enemy rather than pine away in camp. To show 


| the condition and character of these people in East- 


ern Tennessee I will ask to have read an extract 
of a letter dated January 15, written from Ken- 


| tucky, and published in the New York Tribune. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 

“‘ Our brigade has two regiments of Tennessceans. The 
history of these men is truly a sad one; compelled to flee 
from their homes early in the summer, leaving their fam- 
ilies behind, their property has been confiscated. Many 
were compelled to leave their harvest standing in the field 
and fice to save their lives. They came to this State and 
asked for arms to defend their homes; they were informed 
that they could only be supplied upon the condition of be- 
coming soldiers of the United States. ‘To this they cheer- 
fully consented, hoping thereby to obtain speedy succor 
from the Government, which was promised them ; butsome 
six months have passed and here they still are, anxiously 
awaiting the auspicious moment when aid shall be given 


them, with orders to march into East Tennessee to ransom |} 


their homes and families from rebel rule. 


“ These are the neighbors and kinsmen of JoHNson and | 
MayYNarRb, and in common with them are exiles from the | 


State of their birth. The story of their sufferings and wrongs 
is truly heart-rending. They are brave, generous, and obe- 
dient; yet why should they not be impatient at delays, when 
almost daily accounts reach their ears of outrages committed 
on their families—of murdered wives and starving children ? 


| Among them are proud men of sober years and gray hair, 


| ble, but men of sober thoughts and quiet demeanor. 
| cally, they are of a noble form and well developed. They 
| make good fighting men, ready and willing to endure almost 


as well as fiery youth. They are nota collection of the rab- 


Physi 


any hardship if they can only be led against the enemy. 
But the tedium of encampment to them is unendurable. 
They have little patience to drill—their idea is work; and 
the best drill they can have, in their opinion, is to have an 
equal chance atthe enemy. In such a drill they delight. 
Who would not fight for the homes of such men?’ 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman allow 


| me to inquire the date of that letter? 
the monster rebellion ata single blow. What has || 


Mr. GURLEY. It is dated January 15, 1862. 

3ut we need not go to other regions for illus- 
trations of the want of enterprise and daring on the 
part of the controlling and acting manager of the 
Army. Sir, I am informed, on authority which 
I am not permitted to question, that some three 
weeks ago from ten to fifteen thousand confeder- 
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his tail, has already swallowed up all our contem- 
plated victories and gorged himself with the sub- 
stance of the people to no purpose. Sir, there is 
no use to disguise the fact, the Commanding Gen- 
eral is responsible for the inaction of owr Army. 

Less than thirty days ago a tried general in 
Missouri sent forward several thousand cavalry 
against General Price, and was about to follow 
with ten thousand infantry, with every prospect 
of success—with almost a certainty, as an officer 
expressed it who well knew the strength of the 
enemy; but all at once an order came from a su- 
perior officer there, to halt—to go no further. Is 
not this characteristic of the whole war? Why, 
sir, the brilliant battle of Frederickton, Missouri, 
was fought without orders from the commanding 
general in Missouri, if not against them, which 
latter I believe was the fact. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Ohio whether the battle of 
Frederickton was in fact fought against orders, 
and if so, what and whose orders? 

Mr. GURLEY. I do not propose to go into the 
details. I only state the fact as I understand it. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. If the gentleman 


| states the fact, | would like exceedingly if the gen- 
| tleman would state the order, and who it came 


from, not to fight that battle. 
Mr. GURLEY. I decline to go into details. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Then I ask the 


gentleman to permit me to say that in my judg- 


| ment he is mistaken. 


| General Curtis. 


ates, in the neighborhood of Romney, were vir- || 


tually in the power of a division of our Army, 
numbering about forty thousand. General Lan- 
der sent a messenger to General Kelly, sayingin 
substance, ‘*‘ We have got them now certain— 
join me;’’ and General Kelly, without the knowl- 


edge of such a messenger, sent one of his own | 


bearing a similar message, showing that both con- 
curred in the same thing. Meanwhile, one of 
these generals telegraphed General Banks to ad- 
vance on one side, while he advanced upon the 
other; but, unfortunately, telegraphed at the same 
time to headquarters in reference to what was 
going on, when an answer came in the form of an 
order not to advance, accompanied with a severe 
reprimand for even the suggestion; and this, too, 
when able officers on the ground saw, or thought 
they saw, more than ten thousand men completel 

in their power. The capture of this army, which 
was almost surrounded by an immense force of 
ours, about forty thousand men, would have fired 
the whole country with enthusiasm, and lifted the 
nation up from a general distrust of the efficiency 
of those in high command, That the battle would 
have sadly broken in upon some great plan, or fa- 
vorite scheme, is quite probable; it might have 
finished the great anaconda, as the newspapers 
have expressed it; but it must not be forgotten 
that this mammoth reptile, that was to draw in his 
folds and crush the rebellion at a single sweep of 


| with it? 


Mr. GURLEY. I stated that the battle was 
fought without orders from the commanding gen- 
eral, as | understood, but upon orders given by 
It was without the order of the 
commanding general, who was at that time far 
away from St. Louis. I have so understood, and, 
in fact, | saw the order telegraphed by the com- 
manding general himself, for the return of rein- 
forcements sent in that direction. 

The recent battle in Kentucky, which resulted 
so gloriously, was fought only when our troops 
were attacked; no officer from here directed an 
attack at that time, although it was undoubtedly 
in the great plan that they should be ready, and 
possibly the commanders had leave to advance as 
they might judge best. 

Sir, only give our western generals full power 
to march against the enemy at will, and the war, 
so far as the Southwest is concerned, will close 
in ninety days with the possession of the Missis- 
sippi river from our northern frontier to the Gulf. 
Untie the red tape about their hands, and they 
will soon find their way there, or perish in the 
attempt; for never were soldiers in such terrible 
earnest as ours are in the West to-day. Say to 
the generals, push on your columns; march for- 
ward as you will, but crush the rebellion at all 
hazards, and it will as surely be done as that the 
Father of Waters moves toward the sea. 

But I shall be told, perhaps, that this would be 
unwise, because we are now just on the eve of a 
grand forward movement. Ah! sir, how long and 
often has that forward-movement song been sung? 
How many months have the people been beguiled 
It was to come as soon as the hot weather 


| had gone; it was to come with the cool autumn 


breeze; it was sure to come when Providence 
smiled upon us and lengthened out our charming 
fal! weather into a winter month; but now when 
isittocome? Oh! as soon as the mud is dried up 


| on the other side of the river, which is now deep 
| enough to swallow the largest battery, which will 


be, I reckon, about next June, and then it will 
be too hot. I fear that the weather will never be 
just right for us till we realize more fully our re- 
sponsibilities and danger; and should the Com- 
manding General hold acheck over our impetuous 
soldiers till spring, and keep them ata safe dis- 
tance from the enemy, and refuse to permit them 
to gather up ten or fifteen thousand men when they 
almost ask to be caught; if he shall still permit 


| the blockade to progress on the lower Potomac, 


almost under the eye of the General Government, 
our reputation abroad for courage end chivalry 
will soon be equal to that of the Chinese; and 
yet there are no braver soldiers in the world than 
those who are now in our camps, and who are 
bitterly bemoaning the fate that prevents them 


| from doing the work they were sent todo. Why, 


sir, there has been no time within the last three 
months, in the judgment of first-class Army offi- 
cers, when ten or fifteen thousand men could not 
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have quietly gone from here to Western Virginia 
and finished the war there once for all. They 
would have hardly been missed till ready to re- 
turn. A hundred thousand soldiers would have 
leaped for joy at the order to go; but no, this 
most likely would have infringed upon some great 
plan, and stirred up the rreat anaconda too soon! 

Sir, the blockade of the Potomac alone, under 
the eye of some two hundred thousand well armed 


and e yuipped soldiers, and within sound almost of 


cannon from the proud Capitol of the nation, is 
enough to crimson the cheek of every American, 
and cause him to hide his head for very shame. 

Mr. Chairman, | em very sure that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, the President, is as anxious as 
any man in the country that the war shall be 
prosecuted with vigor; but from necessity he must 
rely mainly upon the judgment of the first mili- 
tary officer in its management. While 1 know 
that he is behind none in zeal for forward move- 
ments, | presume that he does not feel justified in 
setting up his judgment as the standard for mili- 
tary operations; and his multiplied duties leave 
him lite time to study the plans of battles. No 
man in the nation, however, is more anxious for 
the sper dy suppression of the rebe llion, and he 
will second, | have no doubt, every daring and 
wise effort to accomplish that object. 

Mr. Chairman, no one can dislike more than I 
do to criticise in terms of severity the conduct of 
this war; I would rather a thousand times praise 
every act of the Commanding General; but this 
is no time and this is no place for flattering and 
deceitful words. Sir, it isa serious question with 
many honest minds whether this Congress, this 
Government, and this great nation are not to-day 
sleeping upon a voleano. Murmurs, deep and 
strong, are every where coming up from the people 
against the inaction of the Army; they are amazed 
and grieved that the most intelligent body of sol- 
diers in the world are restrained by a single hand 
from vindicating the honor of our flag upon the 
battle-field. Meanwhile, the public Treasury is 
being drained for their support; the fleets of three 
powerful nations are nearing our shores, and if 
our military do not rouse themselves to speedy 
action, and strike quick, sharp, and heavy blows, 
some fine morning those fleets may make a visit 
to our southern coast, politely announce to us that 
cotton is an absolute necessity in Europe, and the 
blockade must continue no longer. All thisis not 
only possible, butin the contingency of continued 
Inactivity, and the standing menace of the rebel 
army against this capital, almost at its very gates, 
highly probable. 

But I see at last a streak of daylight ahead. I 
see it resting upon the chair of the new Secretary 
of War,aman who, if report speaks truly, is like 
brave Ben Wane, of Ohio—a good combination 
of Old Hickory and Zack Taylor. He certainly 
appears to have a mind of his own, a brain to 
plan and an iron will to execute; and if lam not 
greatly mistaken, he will push on this war with 
all the vigor that characterized the people in rais- 
ing so vast, so mighty an Army. Let us thank 
God and take courage, and unite all our energies 
with his, as well as the Chief Magistrate’s, that 
we may bring it to a speedy and glorious termina- 
vion. 

Mr. COX obtained the floor. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
my colleague desires to go on to-night, but that 
the debate has been limited upon this bill to one 
hour, which has nearly expired. I ask that, by 
unanimous consent, the bill under consideration 
may be laid aside, and some other bill taken up 

upon which debate has not been limited. 

Mr. COX. 
I inay go on for my hour on this bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. 


man proposes to make his speech to-night? 


Mr. COX. Yes, sir; [ wish to make my speech 


responsive to my colleague who has just spoken. 
A Member objected. 


Mr. COX. I think the objection comes too late. 


Mr. STEVENS. I will move that the com- 
mittee rise, and I will try to make some arrange- 
ment in the House by which the gentleman can 
be permitted to make his speech. 

Mr. COX. 1 have no objection to that. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Hotman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
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I understand that 


1 suppose, by unanimous consent, | of Congress. 


Do I understand the gentle- | 


S : ar 
had, according to order, had the Union generally | 


under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 209, it being the Army appropriation bill, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 
SECRET SESSIONS. 
Mr. STEVENS. A joint resolution has come 
from the Senate, which, if there be no objection, 


I will ask to have taken up, and as soon as it is |} 


passed I will move immediately to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole again, with the understand- 
ing that general debate upon the Army bill shall 
be extended one hour. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Is that the joint resolution | 


in reference to secret sessions? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 
it may be read for information. 

The concurrent resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the following be added to the joint rules of the two 
Houses : 

22. When, during the present rebellion, any member of 
the Senate or House of Representatives, shall rise, and in 
his place state that the President desires the immediate ac- 
tion of Congress upon any matter pertaining to the suppres- 
sion of the present rebellion, the galleries of the House in 
which the statement is made shall be immediately cleared, 
and after such member shall state the action desired by the 
President, and the reasons for immediate 
House shall determine without debate whether the proposed 
measure shall be considered. If decided in the affirmative, 


I ask that 


debate shall be confined to the subject-matter, and be limited | 
to five minutes by any member: Provided, Thatany mem- | 
ber shall be allowed five minutes to explain or oppose any | 


pertinent amendment: 4nd provided, ‘That this rule shall 
notaffect the operation of the previous question in the House 
of Representatives. 
tion shall be received or made by or from any person not a 
member then present, except from the President of the Sen- 
ate, or the Speaker of the House; if any member of the 


| Senate or House of Representatives shall betray, publish, 


disclose, or reveal any debate, consultation, or proceeding 
had in such secret session, he shall be expelled; and if 
committed by any officer of either body, or other person, 
such punishment shall be inflicted as the body to which he 
belongs may impose. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I object to 
the consideration of that resolution at this time. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move, then, to go to the 
business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Was there not an under- 
standing when we came out of committee that we 
should go immediately back into committee to 
enable the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox] to 
make his speech ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will say that the 
motion is not debatable. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Iknowitis not. I merely 


desired to call the attention of the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania to the fact as a question of propriety. | 


Mr. STEVENS. I said that as soon as this 
joint resolution was passed I would immediately 
move to go Into committee. 

The question was put; and the House decided 
to go to the business on the Speaker’s table—ayes 
58, noes 40. 

The SPEAKER. 


The first business on the 


Speaker’s table is the concurrent resolution from | 


the Senate relative to holding secret sessions. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [rise to a question | 


of order. Does not that resolution propose to 
change the rules of the House? 
over one day. 


The SPEAKER. It proposes to change the 


joint rules of the two Houses, and, by the uniform | 


practice of the House, it may be considered with- 
out the one day’s notice. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I call for the read- | 


ing of the 137th rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct the rule 
to be read, 
rule of the House is never applied to the joint rules 
We always suspend the joint rules 
at the close of the session by a majority vote. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 


| Whenever confidential communications are received | 
from the President of the United States, the House shall 


be cleared of all persons, except the Members, Clerk, Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, and Doorkeeper, and so continue during 


the reading ofsuch communications, and (unless otherwise | 


directed by the House) during all debates and proceedings 
to be had thereon. And when the Speaker, or any other 


|} member, shall inform the House that he has communica- | 


tions to make which he conceives ought to be kept secret, 


the House shall, in like manner, be cleared till the commu- | 


nieation be made ; the House shall then determine whether 
the matter communicated requires secrecy or not, and take 
order accordingly.”’ 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


I make the point 
| of order that this resolution changes the rule of 
|| the House. 





action, such | 





During such session, no communica- | 





If so, it must lie | 


He will remark, however, that the | 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. He does not see that a joint 


| rule changes a rule of the House. 
| 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Itchanges the or- 
der of proceedings under the rule of the House. 

The SPEAKER. It does not change the rule 
of the House in reference to secret sessions. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. It does in regard 
to the order of business from beginning to end. 
It gives to one member, at any time, power to 
postpone the consideration of a special order and 
go into secret session. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done now under 
the rule of the House. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. At any time? 

The SPEAKER. Atany time. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. To go into secret 
Sessilonr 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. The Clerk has 
just read the rule. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
it changes the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, and 
overrules the point of order. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire to call attention to the 
145th rule, which I think will satisfy the gentle- 
man from Ohio in reference to this matter; the 
rule says: 


I certainly think 


‘*No standing rule or order of the House shall be re- 
scinded or changed without one day’s notice being given 
ofthe motion therefor ; nor shall any rule be suspended, ex- 
cept by a vote of at least two thirds of the members present ; 
nor shall the order of business, as established by the rules, 
be postponed or changed, except by a vote of at leasttwo 
thirds of the members present ; nor shall the Speaker enter- 
tain a motion to suspend the rules, except during the last 
ten days of the session, and on Monday of every week at 
the expiration of one hour after the Journal is read.” 


This was adopted in 1794: ‘* Norshall any rule 
be suspended, except by a vote of at least two 
thirds of the members present.’’ That shows a 
discrimination between the two kinds of rules. I 
will go further, and show the gentleman more 
clearly. On page 152, under the head of * rules,”’ 
it is stated that a joint rule, so far as the House 
is concerned, requires a majority vote only for its 
suspension. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order raised by the gentleman from Ohio, 
that this concurrent resoluuion changes the rules 
of the House. 

Thecall for the previous question was seconded. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I rose for the purpose of 


|| making an inquiry in reference to this resolution, 


when I was interrupted by a point of order. 1 
want to understand the exact effect of this resolu- 
tion before I vote on it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can proceed 
only by unanimous consent. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I understand that, under 
the rules of the House as they now stand, the Ex- 


| ecutive can ask us at any time to consider meas- 


ures in secret session. As I understand this res- 
olution, whenever any member gets up and calls 
attention to any secret message of the President, 


| he can close the doors of this House, as well as 


the doors of the Senate. I would like to know 
what is the decision of ere from Penn- 
sylvania on that point. Can we go into secret 
session without the Senate also going into secret 
session, and vice versa? If that be so, then I think 
that we had better adhere to the rule of the House 
as it now exists. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not understand this con- 
current resolution in that way. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I understand the resolu- 
tion to provide that we shall not go into secret 
session unless the Senate joins us. 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman is mistaken. 
It does not provide for any such joint session. 

Mr. CONWAY. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to say a word. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think that we had better 
proceed with the consideration of this resolution 
without any unnecessary debate. Every member 
must understand it, as it is brief and to the point. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I rise to a question 
of order. I think that the Chair did not compre- 
hend my point when it was first made. I make 


/the point that this resolution changes the hour 
| rule of the House, and must therefore lay over one 


* for consideration. 


he SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point 
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of order. This resolution provides for a particu- 
lar class of business, not provided for by any rule 
of the House. It is a new class of business, and 
the Chair thinks that the House may fix such reg- 
ulations for the consideration of that business as 
it may deem proper, leaving the rules for the con- 
sideration of other business unchanged. ‘The Chair 
overrules the point of order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. My only purpose 
was to delay action on this resolution in order that 
we might look into it. It may be all right and 


roper, but I do not know it yet. 


Mr. BINGHAM. [ask the indulgence of the | 
House for a moment for the purpose of suggesting 
an amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


The main question was then ordered to be put 


I object. 
| 


Mr. BINGHAM. I hope I will be allowed to | 


say a word. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 
vote by which the main question was ordered. 
Mr. COLFAX. I move that that motion be 
laid upon the table. 
Mr DAWES. I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
the unfinished business if the House now adjourns? 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
Mr.MAYNARD. I move, then, that the House 


do now adjourn. 


I object. 


The question was taken, and the House refused || 


to adjourn. 
The question was taken on Mr. Coirax’s mo- 


Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Bristol, Connecticut, praying for the total abo- 
lition of slavery, and that all the inhabitants of the 
United States, bond and free, may be called upon 
to aid in the support of the Government; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HARRIS presented a petition of merchants 
in the city of New York, praying that all legisla- 


| tion designed to increase the duty on imports may 
| either name a distant day for the act to take effect, 
| or else, in accordance with former tariffs, exempt 


from its provisions not only goods in bond and in 
port afloat, but also all merchandise actually on 
shipboard and bound to the United States; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


I move to reconsider the || 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, presented a 

| petition of citizens of the United States, praying 
for the reorganization of the medical department of 

| the Army in such manneras to place the direction 


the health of our soldiers under the charge of the 
best skill, without any claims of seniority or to 


|| any precedents based upon the limited experience 


tion; and it was agreed to—yeas 79, nays 54; as | 


follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, 


Baxter, Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, | 


Blake, William G. Brown, Campbell, Chamberlin, Colfax, || 


Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Cutler, Davis, 
Delano, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, 


Will not this resolution be || 


Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, Hanchett, Harrison, Hol- | 


man, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis 
W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lovejoy, McKnight, Mc- 
Pherson, Marston, Maynard, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. 
Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Timothy G. Phelps, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. 
Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Sar- 
gent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sherman, Spaulding, Stevens, 
Stratton, Trimble, Trowbridge, Upton, Van Horn, Van 
Valkenburgh, Verree, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, Web- 
ster, Whaley, Albert 8. White, and Windom—79. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alley, Ancona, Joseph Baily, 
Biddle, Bingham, George H. Browne, Buffinton, Cobb, Con- 


way, Corning, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, Dawes, Diven, Dun- || 
lap, English, Fessenden, Grider, Haight, Johnson, Knapp, || 


Law, Leary, Lehman, Loomis, May, Menzies, Morris, 
Noble, Norton, Nugen, Pendleton, Perry, Richardson, Kob- 
inson, Sheffield, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, 


Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, Vallandigham, | 
Van Wyck, Vibbard, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Wall, Ward, | 


Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Wilson, Worcester, and 
Wright—54. 


So the motion to reconsider was Jaid upon the | 


table. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Has the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania any reason to be- || 


lieve that there is any immediate necessity for the 
passage of this resolution? i 

Mr. STEVENS. I have the word of the Sec- 
retary of War. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was adopted; and also | 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. STEVENS, the 
House (at twenty minutes past four o’clock, p. 
m.) adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 30, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpDERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. GRIMES presented a petition of citizens 


of Dubuque, Iowa, praying for the enactment of a 
oo bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
ommittee on the Judiciary. 

r. COWAN presented a memorial of citizens 
of Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying that Gen- 
eral Franz Sigel be placed in a position in which 
his surpassing abilities as a commander of large 


bodies of troops may best be en for the | 


salvation of the Union; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


| 
i 
| 
|| read the first time, and be printed. 


| of our former small Army; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
} Militia. 

| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, from the select committees to 
| whom was referred so much of the President’s 
| message as relates to a railroad to connect certain 
| portions of Tennessee and North Carolina with 
Esemeke, reported a bill (S. No. 179) for the 
construction of a military railroad in the States of 
Kentucky and Tennessee; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 


WASHINGTON RAILROAD. 


| Mr.GRIMES. The Committee on the District 

of Columbia, to whom were referred the bill (S. 
No. 91) authorizing the construction of a horse 
railroad through certain avenues and streets in 
Washington and Georgetown; the bill (S. No. 111) 
incorporating the Washington and Georgetown 


tion to arailway along Pennsylvania avenue, and 
other avenues and streets in the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown, in the District of Colum- 
bia; the bill (S. No. 170) to incorporate the Union 





tion of a railroad in certain streets and avenues in 
the cities of Washington and Georgetown, in the 
District of Columbia, and the running of vehicles 
connected therewith, and to regulate the same; and 
the bill (S. No. 160) to incorporate the Washing- 
ton and Georgetown Railroad Company, have in- 
structed me to report the same back with a new 
bill as a substitute. I ask that the substitute be 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator asks 
to be discharged from the consideration of those 
| bills, and he reports a new bill? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. 
The bill (S. No. 178) to incorporate the Wash- 


read, and passed to a second reading. 
Mr. GRIMES. I desire to give notice that as 
soon as may be after the bill shall be printed, | 


| 
| ington and Georgetown Railway Company was 


| the Senate. 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 





consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of requiring the command 
ers of vessels, sailing trom ports in the United States to for 


to take the oath of allegiance before clearing their vessels. 


and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur 


of the great measures for preserving and restoring | 


eign ports during the continuance of the present rebellion, 





Railroad anne the bill (S. No. 165) in rela- | 


Railroad Company, and to authorize the construc- | 


shall attempt to call it up for the consideration of 
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charter by the Government; where they are; when char- 
tered ; for what purpose ; by whom; and at what rate. 
SHIP-OF-WAR FRANKLIN. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed 
to inform the Senate when the ship-of-war Franklin was 
changed from her original construction so as to fit her for 
use as a steamer, what was the cost of such change, and 
it the Department contemplate finishing her and getting her 
ready for sea during the present year, or within any definite 


ile 





} time. 


TRANSPORTATION OF INDIAN GOODS. 


Mr. WILKINSON submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be instructed 


| toinform the Senate whether any contracts have been made 


in the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or tn his 
department, for the transportation of goods for the Ludians 
under the contracts of the United States; with whom such 
contracts were made, and upon what terms; and whether 
the same were let to the lowest bidder after due advertise 
ment, or by special contract, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


| by Mr. Ernerines, its Clerk, announced that the 


House had concurred in the resolution of the Sen- 
ate proposing an additional joint rule of the two 
Houses. 

The message also announced that the House 
had passed the bill (S. No. 169) to authorize the 


| President of the United States, in certain cases, to 


take possession of railroad and telegraph lines, 


| and for other purposes, 





Mr. GRIMES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which wasconsidered by unanimous consent, 


nish to the Senate a statement, in tabular form, showing 


the name of each vessel purchased or chartered for the use | 


of the War Department since the Ist day of April last; 
when thus chartered or purchased ; of whom; by what agent 
of the Government; when such vessels were built ; of what 
tonnage and capacity for transportation ; at what price such 
purehases or cliarters were effected ; to what system of in- 
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| spection such vessels were subjected before they were char 


tered or purchased ; low many of such vessels have been 
lost, or destroyed ; when, in what manner, and the value of 


| public property destroyed or lost in consequence thereof; 





' also, that he inform the Senate what vessels are now under 


The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills, in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 241) for the payment of field officers 
of volunteer regiments for services rendered prior 
to the full organization of the regiments; and 

A bill (No. 255) making an appropriation for 
the purchase of cotton seed for general distribu- 
tion. 

The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (H.R. No. 165) making an appropriation for 
completing the defenses of Washington, with an 
amendment, in which the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate was requested. 

THE COOLY TRADE. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred House bill No. 109, 
to prohibit the ‘* Chinese cooly trade”? by Amer- 
ican citizens in American vessels, have had the 
same under consideration, and instructed me to 
report it back with an amendment. The first sec- 
tion of the bill provides: 


That no citizen or citizens of the United States, or for 
eigner coming into or residing within the same, shall, for 
himself or for any other person whatsoever, cither as 
master, factor, owner, or otherwise, build, equip, load, or 
otherwise prepare, auy ship or vessel, or any steamship or 
stuam vessel, registered, enrolled, or licensed, in the Uni 
ted States, or any port within the same, for the purpose of 
procuring from China, or from any port or place therein, or 
from any other port or place, the inhabitants or subjects of 

| China, known as “ coolies,’’ to be transported to any for 
| eign country, port, or place whatever, to be disposed of, or 
sold, or transferred, against their will and without their 
|*consent, for any term of years or for any time whatever, as 
servants or apprentices, or to be held to service or labor 
And if any ship or vessel, steamship or steam vessel, b 
longing in whole or in part to citizens of the United States, 
and registered, enrolled, or otherwise licensed as uforesaid, 
shall be employed for the said purposes, or in the © cooly 
| trade,’’ so called, or shall be caused to procure from China 
or elsewhere, as aforesaid, any subjects of the Government 
of China for the purpose of transporting or disposing of them 
as aforesaid, every such ship or vessel, steamship or steam 
vessel, her tackle, apparel, furniture, and other appurt: 
nances, shall be forfeited to the United States, and = hall be 
liable to be seized, prosecuted, and condemned in any of 
| the circuit courts or district courts of the United States for 
the district where the said ship or vessel may be found, 
| seize d, or carried. 
| 


The amendment which the committee recom- 
mend is, to strike out of the first section the 
words *‘ against their will and without their con- 
The committee are of opinion that the 
cooly trade should be prohibited altogether. They 
are of opinion that persons of this description 
should not be transported from their homes and 
sold, under any circumstances; being, as is well 
known, an inferior race, the committee are of the 
opinion that these words will afford very little 
protection to this unfortunate class of ar: The 
committee have no idea that they shall be sub- 
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jected to the influences which may be brought to 
bear upon them—duress, frauds, &c.—which the 
lust of gain may induce persons to exercise, inan 
endeavor to procure their transportation for sale, 
and their consent thereto. 

The committee would not consent that a negro 
should be brought from the coast of Africa to be 
sold with or without his consent, and they would 
not be in favor of transporting and selling a white 
man against his consent, or even with it, or under 
a pretense of his will having been obtained. 


ALLOTMENTS OF PRISONERS PAY. 


Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 
No. 41) in relation to allotment tickets of pay to 
persons held as prisoners of war in the so-called 
confederate States; which was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. RICE. I ask, if the rules will admit, that 
this joint resolution be considered now; for I think 
the commissioners just appointed by the Secre- 


tary of War, to go down to admister to the com- | 


forts ofthe prisoners, can perform the dutics named 
in this resolution. 


mittee 
joint resolution, which requires the Secretary of 
War to procure from uae officers and enlisted 
men of the United States Army as are now or here- 
afier may be held as prisoners of war in the so- 
called confederate States, from time to time, their 
respective allotments of pay to their families or 
friends, certified by them in writing, and duly at- 
tested, in pursuance of such orders as may be 
made by the Secretary of War for that purpose, 
and upon which certified allotment he is to cause 
drafts to be made payable in New York to the 
order of the persons to whom the allotments were 


There being no es the Senate, as inCom- | 
of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 


or may be made, and to remit those drafts to the | 


address of such person as may be designated in 
the allotment tickets. 

Mr. HALE. If it will not mar or interfere with 
the object of the mover of the resolution, I should 
te fer to have those allotment tickets made paya- 

le in New York or Boston. 

™ Mr. RICE. I will say to the honorable Sen- 
ator that this resolution reads precisely as the bill 
did which we passed the other day in regard to 
volunteers now in the service. 


have no objection, however, to such an amend- 
ment; but! fear it may give trouble at the Depart- 
ment, 

Mr. HALE. You know, Mr. President, that 
drafts on Boston would be very much more ac- 
ceptable to New England soldiers than drafts on 
New York. 

Mr. RICE. Ihave no objection to that mod- 
ification. I accept it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That modification 
will be made if there be no objection. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendment was concurred 
in. The resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read the third time, and 
passed, 


DEAF AND DUMB AND THE BLIND. 


Mr. DIXON. I move that the Senate take up 
for consideration a bill which I think will give 
rise to no debate whatever. It is the bill S. No. 
80, peseiene an appropriation for the benefit of 
the Institution for the instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind in this District. 
desirable that this bill should be passed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 80) to amend “ An act to incor- 
porate the Columbian Institution for the instruc- 
tion of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind,’’ and to 
make appropriations for the benefit thereof. It 
proposes to appropriate $4,400 per annum, pay- 
able quarterly, for the payment of salaries and 
incidental expenses of that institution, for the fiscal 
year ending Fone 30, 1863; and the sum of $9,000 
for the erection, furnishing, and fitting up of two 
additions to the buildings of the institution. It 
also proposes to appropriate $25,000 for the pur- 
chase of additional land for the use and occupancy 
of the institution; the terms of the purchase to be 
submitted to, and to be approved by, the Secre- 


I followed the lan- | 
guage of that bill in framing this resolution. I | 


| for, yet there are proper exceptions. 


retary-of the Interior, as required by the sixth 
section of the act to which it is an amendment. 
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The Committee on the District of Columbia re- | 


ported in favor of striking out the third section, 
which proposes to appropriate $25,000 for the 
purchase of additional as for the use and occu- 
pancy of the institution; which was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendment was concurred in; the bill was 


ordered to be engrossed and read athird time;and | 


it was read the third time, and passed. 
OBITUARY OF SENATOR BAKER. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I ask the Senate to dispose 


of a resolution that came last week from the Com- | 


mittee on Printing, with regard to the obituary 
notices or eulogies upon the late Senator Baker. 
The resolution was reported without recommend- 
ation, and I should like to have the Senate dispose 
of it. I move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the proceedings 


of the Senate on the occasion of the announcement of the | 


decease of the late Senator Baker be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 


Mr. HALE. I am sorry to interpose an objec- | 


tion to the printing of this document; but I am || 


obliged to do so in order to be consistent. I have 
uniformly voted against the publication in book 
form of speeches made on the announcement of 


deaths; and it will not do to make an invidious | 


distinction. No man better appreciated the late 


General Baker than I did. My relations with him | 


were of the most friendly and intimate character. 


No man deplored his untimely death more than I | 


did. But I am opposed to this resolution, because | 


if we do this we must publish the speeches on the 


death of Mr. Bingham and on the death of Mr. 
Douglas. 


Mr.CLARK. Those on thedeath of Mr. Doug- 


las have been published. 

Mr. HALE. 
was taken. If I had been, I should have voted 
against that proposition. I voted against publish- 
ing the speeches on Mr. Clay, and against all such 


es that have been offered. They have 
y 


een defeated frequently; sometimes they have | 
passed; I hope the Senate will not pass such a | 


resolution now. Having said this, I am content. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. While I agree with the 
Senator from New Hampshire that, as a general 


rule, the publication in the proposed form of these | 


discourses would be both in bad taste and uncalled 


There are 
special reasons why the Senate should do all it can 


| do in the way of commemorating and dignifying a 


It is very | 


noble man who was not only a Senator upon this 
floor, but who went out into our war and fell in 
action. There are some extraordinary reasons in 
this case that do not belong to ordinary questions 
of this character. I agree with the Senator from 
New Hampsbire that, except for special causes, 
these eulogiums should not be published by spe- 
cial order of the Senate; but if dues ever has been 
a case in the Senate from its organization until this 
day, the case now before us is one that justifies 


| such a publication. While I agree with the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire as to the rule, I insist | 


upon the exception. 
Mr. HALE. Norulecan be enforced if it is to 


| give way continually to exceptions. Sir, as I said 


before, no man has a higher appreciation of the 
just fame of the gallant dead than I have; but the 
fame and the memory of General Baker do not 
depend upon the eloquent harangues which were 


| made here in the Senate by the eloquent Senator 


| from California and the polished 
| Massachusetts. 


ments under this act are to be reported to the Sec- |! 


| obituary speeches, it is idle to hope t 
tary of the Interior. All receipts and disburse- || 


enator from 
His fame and memory rest on a 
more enduring basis. They rest on the eloquence 
of his life and the still more sublime eloquence of 
his death. It is idle to think that by any such pro- 
ceeding as this we can add one jot or tittle to his 
just and honest fame, or to the affectionate remem- 
rance in which he will ever be held in the hearts 
of the American people. And, sir, it is in such 
instances as this, and on such occasions as this, 
that the Senate can manifest its consistency, and 
set an example which shall be a rule for all coming 
time, because hereafter it will be said, ** if the Sen- 
ate refused in such a case as that to publish the 
fat on any 


other occasion they will.’ I ask for the yeas and 
nays upon the resolution. 


I was not present when that vote | 





| of ** Kinsle 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. HOWARD. Mr. President, if it be in 
order, I would suggest an amendment to the reso- 
lution, so as to include the proceedings that were 
had in the Senate on the occasion of the announce- 
ae of the death of my predecessor, Mr. Bing- 
1am. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is in order, 

Mr. HOWARD. I propose that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is proposed to 
amend the resolution, by including, also, the name 
S. Bingham.”’ 

Mr. HOWARD. I have nothing to say upon 
the amendment, Mr. President, but this: that it 
would seem to be as fit to embrace the name of 


| my respected predecessor in this resolution as that 
| of General Baker, and I hope the mover of the 


resolution will accept the amendment, if he sees 
no objection to it. Certainly, Mr. Bingham was a 
very worthy gentleman, and as worthy of remem- 


| brance as any other member of the Senate. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. The mover of the origi- 
nal resolution is not in his seat—General Lane, 
of Kansas. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say a word upon 
the general subject, and I suppose I may as well 
say it upon the amendment as upon the resolution 
itself. Several years ago, Mr. President, we had 
the fashion in this body, whenever a Senator died, 
of publishing the speeches upon the occasion in a 
book, and binding it and getting up quite a pretty 
little volume, elegantly printed and elegantly 
bound, with something on the outside of the book 
to give it a character 

Mr. FOSTER. A portrait of the Senator also. 

Mr.FESSENDEN. Yes, sometimes a portrait 
of the Senator. I do not know how much they 





| cost; probably the chairman of the Committee 





on Printing can tell us how much the estimate is 
for this. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Between four and five hun- 
dred dollars. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. We began it in one in- 
stance—it was begun in the Senate before my 


| day—when certain eminent Senators died; and 


after that, whenever a Senator died, a considerable 
number of very eloquent addresses were made on 
the occasion, and a book was published in every 
instance. We found that it was getting to be a 
habit. The expense was not very large; but it 
was deemed by many to be quite unnecessary, 
and a bad practice. In the first place, it increased 
the number of speeches and it increased the length 
of them; and in the next place, it increased very 
much the expence connected with our printing. 
I was at one time a member of the Committee on 
Printing, with other gentlemen. The subject was 


| taken into consideration, and that committee came 


to the conclusion that it was a very unnecessary 
anduselessexpense; that it accomplished nothing; 
and that the Government ought not to be saddled 


|| with the expense, whatever it might be, whenever 


a Senator died. It was impossible to make any 


| distinction; any one made would bean invidious 





distinction and an improper one; and therefore it 
was deemed best to put an end to the whole prac- 
tice. Accordingly one case—I do not remember 
what case it was—being referred to us, we reported 
against it, and stated our reasons. 

Mr. FOSTER. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will suggest the name of the case. It was that 
of General Rusk, of Texas; and after the report 
was made, there was a very long and elaborate 
discussion in the Senate, and a concurrence with 
the committee was almost unanimously arrived 
at. The Senate refused to publish such a book 
in regard to General Rusk. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. General Rusk was a Sen- 
ator who had been here for many years, a very 
distinguished gentleman, a very able Senator, a 
man of great popularity in the serene with all 
parties; and we deemed it proper to make a point 


| upon his case, knowing that we should not be sus- 


ected of any want of respect or regard for him, 
but to test the principle then and there. As my 
friend from Connecticut states, the whole matter 


| was elaborately discussed and considered, and by 


a very large vote it was decided by the Senate to 
put an end to the bad practice. ‘That precedent, 
thus set, has continued up to the present time, 
with one single exception, and that exception was 
in the case of Senator Douglas. That passed 
without any debate; but it did not pass without 
silent remark. I observed it at the time it was 
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brought in. I should have objected to it at the 
time and stated my objection had it not been for 
my want of courage. Owing to the unfortunate 
personal relations that existed between m yselfand 
Senator Douglas at a time not long previous to his 
death, I did not have the courage to state my ob- 
jections to the publication, for fear that, possibly, 
it might in some quarters be imputed to personal 
feeling, which certainly did not exist in my mind 
to the slightest possible degree; because, although 
we were at odds for a little while, nobody esti- 
mated more highly than I did his great powers and 
his public services. -The resolution, therefore, 
passed without open remark in that case. : 
Now, the question is, whether we are to begin 
the practice again. We may as well make the 
point upon General Baker, to whom we were all 
attached, and for whom all of us, during his life, 


had a great respect, and the circumstances of | 


whose death endeared him to the hearts of the 
people; we may as well make the point upon the 
resolution with reference to him as anywhere, 
and better. It is quite obvious that if we pass this 
resolution, we cannot refuse to pass one for the 
other case which has been suggested, and the prac- 


tice will again become general. Atthis period of | 


time, in the present condition of the country and 
of our finances, small though the sum may be, I 
think it would be wise in us to refuse to waste 
our money (for it is nothing but a waste) in pub- 
lishing the obituary addresses delivered by mem- 
bers on such an occasion. They will have no tend- 
ency to preserve the er of General Baker; 
a fleeting testimonial of this k 
consequence to his memory; and I think the cus- 
tom is better honored in the observance of the cus- 
tom of not publishing these addresses, and we 
shall only be doing our duty by refusing to adopt 
this resolution. 


Mr. FOSTER. Ihave only risen to say, Mr. 


President, that if General Baker were alive and in | 
this Senate, he would say in those tones to which 
we always listened with so much pleasure, “ in- | 


stead of spending this money in respect to my 


memory, give it to the prisoners, the wounded, | 


and sick of my regiment.’’ 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I beg leave to differ with 
Senators in regard to this whole business. Praise 
of the gallant and worthy dead is never lost, and 
the further it can be extended the more we enlarge 
the national soul. I say these publications are not 
worthless when they have fit occasion. You build 


monuments at the public expense to eternize the || 


illustrious of our dead; and if here in this Hall, 
by the mere force of words, we undertake to con- 
struct a monument for one of our illustrious dead, 
is it not as well and better done than by the chisel 
of some artist in Rome? Whathas been said and 
published of the deceased Senator from Oregon in 
this Hall and in the other end of this Capitol has 
already gone out into the country, and been read 
by thousands; but it is in the common newspaper 
form. Put it in pamphlet form, and scatter it 
broadcast from Maine to Oregon. These things 
are sought for. Fathers want their sons to hear 
how great nobleness is discussed; and I do say 
that we are failing in the highest quality of repub- 


lican citizens by ignoring the policy of dignifying | 


our great men. 
I participated in the discussion; but I do not 


urge the passage of this resolution with any am- | 
bition, as is partly suggested by the Senator from | 
New Hampshire, to have what I said extended in | 


print; but his record has been more carefully made 


in this discussion than in any other form in which | 


his record has been presented to the country; and 
I any the habit of thus distinguishing the great 
dead is one that should meet with observance. As 
I had occasion to say before, I do not think that 
the mere fact of a Senator dying while having the 
right to a seat on this floor is a reason why these 


things should be done; but I speak of the specially | 


illustrious dead. Here is a man who has honored 
the land of his birth and our land by his eloquence, 
by his patriotism, by his high chivalry; and who, 


while both wielding pen and sword, fell in our | 
country’s service; and this is not the time when | 


the custom, whenever it may have arisen, should 
fail in observance. 
The amendment of Mr. Howarp was agreed to. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on agreeing to the resolution as amended, 


and on that question the yeasand nays have been 
ordered. 


___ THE CONGR 


ind is of no sort of | 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 13, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Anthony, Bright, Browning, Howard, 
Howe, Lane of Indiana, Latham, McDougall, Nesmith, 
Pomeroy, Simmons, Wikinson, and Wilson of Missouri 
—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Carlile, Clark, Collamer, Cowan, Davis, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Henderson, Johnson, Kennedy, Morrill, Pearce, Powell, 
Rice, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, 
Trumbull, Willey, and Wilson of Massachusetts—Q7. 


So the resolution was rejected. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair willlay 
before the Senate some House bills, on the table, 
for the purpose of reference. 

The bill (No. 241) for the payment of the field 
officers of the volunteer regiments, for services 
rendered prior to the full organization of the regi- 
ments, was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 

The bill (No. 225) making an appropriation for 
the purchase of cotton seed for general distr*bu- 
tion was read twice by its title. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will not be re- | 
| ferred. I believe we have no committee on agri- 

culture. There is no special committee for it, and 
| I understand it to be a bill simply appropriating 
$3,000 for the purchase of cotton seeds. I think 
it can be understood just as well without a refer- 
ence as with. Itis buta small sum. There isa 
great desire to procure cotton seed to he planted 
along the border States, and this seed can only be 
procured, [ suppose, through the Army, or by 
persons who may accompany the Army. There 
will be some little expense perhaps attending it. | 
The appropriation is but a small one, and I hope 
the Senate will pass it now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator asks 
unanimous consent to consider the bill at the | 
present time without a reference. 

Mr. CARLILE. I object to its consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Being objected to, 
it will be referred to the Committee on Patents 
| and the Patent Office. 

DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 
ate the amendment of the House of Representa- 
| tives to the Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 
No. 165) making an appropriation for completing 
the defenses of Washington. 





ments, with an amendment to strike out the third 
section of the Senate amendments. That section 
is as follows: 


militia from any State shall be mustered into the service 
of the United States on any terms or conditions confining 
their service to the limits of said State or vicinity; and if 
any such volunteer militia are in service contrary to the 
provisions of this act the same shall be discharged. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, rose. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


ropose to refer this amendment of the House of 
Renctabntaties to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. No, sir. I 
think we may as well meet that question here and 
at this time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
will be on concurring in the amendment of the 
House. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I hope the 
Senate will not concur in that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Massachusetts moves that the Senate non-concur 


the one is the negative of the other. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MANAGEMENT OF GOVERNMENT ILOSPITALS. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I offer the 


following resolution; and, if there be no objection, 
I should like to have it considered at this time: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
| the Militia be instructed to inquire into the condition and 
management of the Government hospitals at Alexandria, 
Virginia, and to report such measures as may, in the opin- 
ion of the committee, be necessary to correct any abuses 
which may existin said hospitals ; and that they have power 
to send for persons and papers. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 
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The House had concurred in the Senate amend- | 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no volunteers or | 


Does the Senator | 


in the amendment of the House; the affirmative of |) 


Mr.GRIMES. I hope the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs will consent to en- 
large the scope of that resolution. The same al- 
legations that are made in regard to the hospitals 
in Alexandria are made in regard to almost every 
hospital in the country. They certainly are in 
regard to those at Cairo and St. Loni, from which 
I receive, almost daily, communications stating 
the atrocious system upon which they are at pres- 
ent managed. I want that committee to be per- 
mitted to send for persons and papers to [linois, 
to Missouri—anywhere, in order to rectify the 
evils that are existing in all our hospitals. © 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I introduced this resolution fora special pur- 
pose, and to reach a special case. | know, as well 
as does the Senator from Iowa, that there are com- 
plaints throughout this country of the management 
in the medical department of the Army, and I have 
no doubt whatever that that department is utterly 
inadequate to meet the wants of the Army and of 
the country. From the campsall over the country, 
from the hospitals all over the country, there comes 
one complaint, general and universal. But, sir, 
I called attention to this special case for one rea- 
son, and I would prefer to have it kept by itself. 
I have seen certificates this morning of these sick 
soldiers certifying to their treatment, and that they 
have gone even to the swill-tubs to get something 
to live upon in the hospitals at Alexandria. I have 
no doubt there is the grossest mismanagement in 
those hospitals. Atany rate,such mismanagement 
is charged. Gentlemen of the highest character, 
who have visited those hospitals, have called on 
me and made statements which are discreditable 
to their management; which ought to be corrected. 
I want to take that case up by itself, and correct 
it. I hope that we shall have some general legis!a- 
tion that shall make the medical department of the 
Army what it ought to be to meet the wants of the 
Army and of the country. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Massachusetts can accomplish his purpose 
if the resolution is made general in its operation, 

| just as well as if it is made special, and better too. 
I want that Senator to send for persons and pa- 
pers, wherever our armies are and wherever these 
evils exist, and have the evil specified particularly 
in writing, so that we may have something tan- 
rible before us on which to act. These stories 
come tous. They come to me from men in whom 
I put the utmost reliance. I believe them; and 
yet | would like to have some testimony taken 
before an organ of this body, in order to justify 
me in any legislation we may make. I do not 
want to have the inference drawn and to have it 
said that we are disposed to look into the evils 
that may be existing in the hospitals of the army 
of the Potomac, and that we are unwilling to ex- 
tend our vision beyond the lines of this army. I 
move to amend the resolution so that it will be 
made general in its operation. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
reduce his amendment to writing. 

Mr.GRIMES. I move to amend it so that the 
resolution will read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be instructed to inquire into the condition and 
management of the Government hospitals, and to report 
such measures as may, in the opinion of the committee, be 

| necessary to correct any abuses which may exist in said 
| hospitals; and that they have power to send for persons and 
pupers. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Before the vote is taken 

| on that amendment, I wish to make an inquiry 

forinformation from gentlemen who are acquainted 

with this subject. I desire to know whether it is 
| not the duty of the inspectors general to look into 
these things, and see the condition of the hospitals 
as well as the soldiers? We have several inspect- 
|| ors general in the Army. Is it not part of their 
|| duty to see to these matters ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then what are they all 
about? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I will say 
to the Senator we have by existing law four in- 
spectors general and five assistant inspectors gen- 
eral. I think we have now only three inspectors 
general. There is a vacancy there. These offi- 


cers are in the field; they are allat work; and S n- 


ators must remember we have got an army of 


half a million of men, six or seven hundred regi- 
ments, scattered about in the country; that the 
| amount of labor is enormous, and that it cannot 
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be performed by these officers so often and so 
thoroughly as it should be. 
that Senator from Maine, to-day, or at any 

-morrow, Wil joimwith me in having 
an inspector appointed in every division 


the Army,so that we may have a well-trained 


wid Ww tted officer as an inspector in each di- 
vision. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 
having expired, the unfinished business of yester- 
day is now before the Senate. j 


1 


Mr. GRIMES. I move that it be postponed 
! this resolution ts d ) d of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be done 
if there be no ovjection on the part of the Senate. 
The Chair hears none. 

Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, I desire to reply 
to the inquiry of the Senator from Maine. I do 


1ot understand that it is the duty of the inspector 


‘ 


to have charge of these hospitals, but itis the duty 


of a medical director, who has in charge all the | 


hospitals in a given district or division, or depart- 
ment rather, of our Army. 
Inspe ctor 18 ' ' 
particularly to the Army outside of the hospitals, 
and to prevent, if possible, by any regulations he 


can adopt, soldiers from getting into the hospitals; | 
r words, to keep them well; but, after they | 
once get there, they come under the control and 


in othe 


direction of the medical director. 

Mr. CARLILE. I wish to make an inquiry of 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. Is it notthe duty of the Surgeon General, 
who is at the head of the medical department of 
the Army, to look after the care of the sick in the 
various hospitals; and would it not be better that 
he should detail some one to correct these abuses 
and look into them, than to bring the subject into 
the Senate? 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask a question also. Will 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
be so kind as to inform the Senate where, in his 
opinion, the real difficulty exists? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Well, sir, I 


will endeavor to answer ail the questions. In the 


first place, | think it is the business of the in- | 


spectors general and assistant inspectors gen¢ ral 
—and there are only eight of them in the whole 


A rmy—-to inspect our armies and to inspect every- | 
thing connected with them, and I think these in- | 


spectors are doing that. 1 know that Inspector 
Davis, one of the bestand ablest men inthe Army, 
IS luspecting every regiment, Its arms, its t nts, 
wagons, horses, hospital stores, and everything 
connected with them. 


Mr. GRIMES. What does he know about dis- 


eases? 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. He knows 


there is something in the condition and keeping of 


a hospital and what it oucht to be, thouch he is 
nota medicalman. Butit is at the same time the 
duty of the medical men of the Army to have these 
hospitals inspected and cared for properly. 

lu reply to the question of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, | say it is the duty of the Surgeon General 
of the Army to see that these hospitals throughout 
the country are provided with everything neces- 
sary for the comfort of the sick soldiers, to have 
everything cared for and put in proper order. 

But the Senator from New Hampshire has put 
a question which I think reaches the whole sub- 
j et. We have a medical board of about forty or 
fifty men. A large portion of them are old men 
who have been in the Army many years, have seen 
little or no practice, and think they know every- 
thing. They are mostly aged men; at any rate, 
that portion of them at the head or near the head 
of the corps. I think they ought to be retired, and 
young, vigorous, and energetic men, men trained 
in medical science, thoroughly understanding the 
whole subject, should be put at the head of that 
corps. ‘The medical corps of the Army should 
be reformed altogether, and made what it ought 
to be. As it is to-day, sir, I have nothing buta 


series of complaints coming to me as chairman of 


the Military Committee from every portion of the 

United States where we have camps and hospitals. 

If you will go into the hospitals of the regiments 
| j 


you will find that the surgeons of the regiments 


are generally complaining of the management of 


the department, and of the difficulty of having 
their requisitions met. 

I introduced a bill yesterday to provide for the 
appointment of eight hospital inspectors, with the 


1 hope, therefore, | 


The business of the | 
to examine everything that pertains | 
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rank of lieutenant colonels, who shall visit these 
hospitals and see to everything connected with 
their condition. I hope, atany rate, that we shall 
do that much. Then I hope thata provision will 
be adopted retiring these medical men at sixty-two 
years of age, and that the Surgeon General will 
be appointed by selection from the whole medical] 
corps of the Army, and not by seniority. By that 
system, the man who has taken the best care of 
his life, who has done the least, and who has man- 
wed to live the longest, is generally at the head 
of the corps. 

Mr. HALE. I think this is a time when the 
truth ought to be spoken in reference to these 
things when these evils are complained of. lam 
informed by a gentleman that is one of the most 
respectable physicians in the country, who had 
left his practice and gone into the Army for the 
patriotic purpose of serving the country, that this 
is the fact in one particular: there is a list of 
medicines fixed by the regulations furnished to 
the Army, which a doctor may prescribe; and this 
list of medicines from which a doctor in the Army 
is allowed to prescribe was fixed between thirty 
and forty years ago. No matter what new light 
he may have got by study and experience or ob- 
servation, if somebody was not put to death with 


that dose thirty years ago, he is not at liberty to | 


administer itnow. [Laughter.] 

Well, sir, as I am telling the truth I will go on 
alitde further. A couple of gentlemen called upon 
me yesterday—highly intelligent, patriotic gen- 
tlemen, who had come here for the express pur- 
pose of seeing if something could not be done to 
relieve this crying evil, and they told me—I do 
not say this to hurt anybody’s feelings, but I say 
it for the country, and for the Army—they en- 
countered at the very outset this obstacle: the per- 
fect jam of dead logs at the head of the concern. 
‘© Well,’’ said I, ‘* gentlemen, you are unfortunate 
in regard to the medical department, but you are 


¢ ’° 
not single. 


Now, sir, when we have an evil before us, let us || 


remedy it. The honorable Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts has not gone far enough, and nothing 
like it. You ought to have at the head of this 
medical bureau not the best medical man in the 
whole corps or in the whole line, but in the admin- 
istration of this vital department of your Army 
you ought to have the best talent, the best edu- 
cation, and the best experience in the country. 
The door should be thrown wide open, and this 
old fogy notion of promoting up the doctors that 
have slept and dozed 

Mr. CLARK. And dosed. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; that have dozed and 
dosed both, in the Departments for thirty or forty 
years, ought to be discarded entirely, and the best 
medical talentand education of the country ought 
to be called into requisition. Sir, if our Army con- 
tinues during the year, at least twenty men will 
die in the camps from disease to one who will be 
slain in battle, no matter how vigorously the Army 
moves; and | say when such is the case we ought 
to throw aside every consideration but that which 
relates to the interests of the Army and the lives 
of our fellow-citizens who have exposed them- 
selves to the peril of war. I say every consider- 
ation but what is due to their health, their happi- 
ness, and their comfort ought to be abandoned, 
and we ought to have at the head of the medical 
corps the very best talent that there is in the whole 
country, and nothing short of that. 

Mr. CARLILE. I offer an amendment as a 
substitute for the resolution, to strike out all after 
the word ** resolved,’’ and insert: 

That the Surgeon General of the Army inform the Senate 
what measures, if any, have been taken to examine into 
the care and treatment of the inmates in the several military 
hospitals of the country, and if any personal inspections of 
said hospitals are made under his direction. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
will be on agreeing to the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Let the Sec- 
retary read the amendment. 

The Seerctary read it, to strike out the words 





| at Alexandria, Virginia;’’ so that the resolution 


will read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the condition and man- 
agement of the Government hospitals, and to report such 


| measures as may, in the opinion of the committee, be neces- 
| sary to correct any abuses which may exist in said hos- 


pitals, and that they have power to send for persons and 
papers. 
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Mr. FESSENDEN and Mr. CLARK. Now 
let the other amendment be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment submitted by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
other one read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
before the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know it is not before 
the Senate; but still I think it would not be at 
all out of the way to have it read, so that Sen- 
ators might know what other proposition is pend- 
ing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be pending 
after the question is put on thisamendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In order to decide on this, 
I should like to hear the other. Perhaps we shall 
prefer the other amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itcan be read; but 
it is not before the Senate, and has no connection 
with it at all. 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr. Car- 
LILE. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment offered by the Senator 
from lowa. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Virginia now proposes to amend the original res- 
olution, as amended, by striking out all after the 
word ‘*resolved,’’ and inserting what has been 
read. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I suppose 
the Senator from Virginia isanxious to have every- 
thing done that can be done for the improvement 
of the condition of the hospitals and the comfort 


I should like to hear the 


The other is not 


| of our soldiers. I hope, therefore, he will not pre- 


vent any reasonable investigation with a view to 
improved legislation. The question contained in 
his substitute may bea very proper one to submit 
to the Surgeon General of the Army; but I hope 
it will not be inserted in lieu of the resolution now 
before the Senate, as amended, on motion of the 
Senator from lowa. We all know that the Sur- 
geon General of the Army, like any other old gen- 
tleman who has been for many years in his posi- 
tion, and has now arrived at the head of his corps, 
thinks that that corps is perfect; and he will think 
that all our debate and talk on the subject, and all 
the complaints of the country, are very unreason- 
able, indeed. We sent a bill to him the other day 
that had for its object the improvement of the con- 
dition of the medical corps of the Army, and con- 
tained a provision something like what I have 
now in the bill before me, which [introduced the 
day before yesterday, which I will read: 

‘< That there shall be eight medical inspectors, who shall 
have the pay and emoluments each of a Jieutenant colonel 
of cavalry, and who shall be charged with the duty of in 
specting the sanitary condition of transports, quarters, and 
camps, of field and general hospitals, and who shall report to 
the Surgeon General, under such regulations as may here- 
after be established, all circumstances relating to the sani- 
tary condition and wants of troops and of hospitals, and to 
the skill, efficiency, and good conductot officers connected 
with the medical department; and these inspectors shall, 
immediately after the passage of this act, be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, from the medical corps of the Army.” 

The Surgeon General admits that it is necessary 
to have inspectors; he wants the improved rank; 
but he did not want two things I had in the bill: 
first, that the inspectors shall be appointed by se- 
lection; and in the next place, that persons over 
sixty-two years of age should be retired from their 
places, because that will take from him and from 
the old gentlemen who have arrived at the head of 
the corps the control of affairs. I think the whole 
difficulty is in that. I hope the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will not move his amendment. If he does, 
we must vote it down, if we have the power. 

Mr. CARLILE. I have no disposition what- 
ever to embarrass any effort that is proper to be 
made for the improvement of the condition of the 
patients in the several military hospitals of the 
country; but I confess that I am opposed to these 
various committees of investigation that are gotten 
up on almost any and every subject, costing the 
Government a very considerable amount, pay!ng 
their traveling expenses as well as in bringing 
before them, from various parts of the country, 
witnesses of every description. If the object 


(which is a good one) of the resolution can be had 
through the medical department of the Army, by 
personal inspection, I think it is preferable to anv 





1862 

. 
report that we may get here from an investigating 
committee of this body. 

But, sir, as I will not throw any embarrass- 
ment in the way of anything that is supposed to 
be proper in relation to this matter, I will, at the 
suggestion of the chairman, withdraw my amend- 
meut: but as the resolution Is one of Inquiry, 
going to his committee, I hope, instead of the 
committee sending for persons residing in the 
neighborhood of the various hospitals to appear 
before a committee of this body, that the mode 
indicated in the substitute which I proposed, or 
some similar one, will be suggested. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Eruenince, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bill, in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested: t 

A bill (No. 208) making appropriations for the 
levislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1863, and additional appropriations for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1862. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (No. 208) making appropriations for 
the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses 
of the Government for the year ending 30th June, 

1863, and additional appropriations for the year 











ending 30th June, 1862, was read twice by its title, 


and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 


of the day, which is the unfinished business of 


yesterday, is now before the Senate. 

Mr. NESMITH. 
be postponed, and that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the joint resolution (S. No. 25) 
»roviding the mode of paying the awards author- 
ized by the act of March 2, 1861, for settling the 
Washington and Oregon war debt. 

Mr. HALE. I suppose that is a subject that 
will give rise to some debate. 

Mr. NESMITH. I think not. I would not 
move to take it up if I thought it would give rise 
to much debate. Itis a very plain case. There 
is a report from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs accompanying the resolution. I do not think 
it will occasion any prolonged discussion, or I 
would not move to take it up at this time. 

Mr. HALE. I amexceedingly anxious to ob- 
tain the action of the Senate on certain® matters 
relating to the Navy, whiclr have been a long time 
pending before the Senate. If this joint resolu- 
tion will give rise to no debate, I have no objec- 
tion to it. 

Mr. NESMITH. Ido not think it will. 

Mr. HALE. Before the question is put on this 
motion, I wish to ask the honorable Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jonnson] a question. [ under- 
stand he is entitled to the floor on the special or- 
der, and I wish to consult his wishes in my vote 
on postponing it. If he wishes to go on this morn- 
ing, I shall be against postponing the special 
order. 

Mr. NESMITH. Before making the motion 
I consulied the Senator from Tennessee on the 
subject, and he indicated to me that he was not 
anxious about it at present. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I wish merely to say that I 
did not obtain the floor on the special order, and 
I have not the floor. 

Mr. NESMITH. I will withdraw my motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the special 
order is before the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the report of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, on the purchase of ships by the 
Secretary of the Navy. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. The report referred to in- 
volves no legislation. Itis aresolution of censure. 
It will excite debate, and take up valuable time; 
and there are several bills on the Calendar relating 
to practical legislation. {t seems to me, under the 
circumstances, that we ought to dispose of the case 
that is now pending, involving the right of a mem- 
ber of the Senate to his seat. 

Mr. HALE. I will waive my motion, and move 
to take up the bill for the construction of iron-clad 
Steamers. That is a practical measure, and one 


which the Department have been waiting for for 
some time. 


I move that all prior orders 


Mr. SHERMAN. That ought to be passed, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The questisn is on 
taking up the bill indicat d by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. 

Mr. HOWE. I beg leave to say that Ido not 
believe there is any question of practical or imprac- 
ticable legislation more important, and demanding 
action more promptly, than that question which 
has been under debate here in the Senate for sev- 
eral days touching the right of a member to his 
seat here, touching the question of his fidelity o1 
his infidelity to the Government of the country. 
It is a question which ought to be settled, I think, 
before you attempt any question of legislation, 
and I really hope this motion will not be pressed. 

Mr. HALE. Ifthere was anybody who wanted 
to address the Senate on that subject now, I would 
cheerfully give way. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If there is not, we can have | 
a vote. 

Mr. HALE. Or, if the Senate were ready to | 
vote upon it, | would be willing to give way. 

Mr. HOWE. One or the other will be done, | 
if the subject is taken up. If nobody desires to 


| speak the vote will be taken. 


| my account. 


Mr. HALE. The Senate is not full, as it 
should be when a vote is taken on that question, 
and I insist on my motion. 
and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr.SHERMAN. Iam informed that the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee [Mr. Jonnson] desires to | 
speak to the resolution in relation to the Senator 
from Indiana, [Mr. Bricut,] but does not desire 
to speak to-day. That will change my action on 
this question. I hope, therefore, it will be allowed 
to go over, | 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That being the case, it 
will perhaps change my vote also; but I think it 
is due to the Senator from Indiana, and due to the 
Senate, that we should dispose of this case. I 
think this going on to legislate, and postponing 
the right of a member to hold his seat here, is all 
wrong; although if the Senator from Tennessee 
desires to speak on the question, and is not pre- 
pared to-day, and no one else desires to speak, I 
will acquiesce in its going over. I shall do that 
very reluctantly to-day, and I shall govern myself 
hereafter so as to endeavor to bring this question 
to an issue, and have it disposed of. It is in the 
way of other legitimate business of the Senate that 
is pressing, but I think thatit has superior claims 
upon the body to be determined at the earliest 

»racticable moment. 

Mr. HOWE. Before the resolution, offered by 
the Senator from Maine, shall be put to a vote, | 
had intended to offer the reasons to the Senat 
which would control my vote, unless some one 
in the course of the debate stated those reasons a 
little more accurately than they have been yet 
stated. 1 am not at all particular as to when | 
speak, when I| perform that duty which I owe to 
myself rather than to anybody else; but | am very 
anxious that that resolution should be disposed of 
as early as possible. 


l ask for the yeas 


If there is any question 
which is deemed to be urgent, and which any mem- 
ber of the Senate wants to bring up to-day, I cer- 
tainly will not ask to speak myself to the exclu- 
sion of such business, but > 

Mr. JOHNSON. By permission of the Senator, 
I will just say here that Ido not desire the Senate 
to postpone the consideration of this resolution on 
[| have not delayed it one single 
moment since the discussion commenced; nor do 
I desire it to be delayed a single moment on my 
account. I have indicated no desire to speak, nor 
have I given out any indication of the sort; but, 
as has been said by the gentleman on the floor, 
when the Senate come to take final action on the 
subject, | may perhaps state the reasons that will 
influence me in my vote in the resolution. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Ifmy colleague will allow 
me, as he has indicated a desire to speak, I hope 
the special order will not be postponed, but that 
we may go on with ‘tas the regular business of 
the day. 





The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 15, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS— Mestrs. Ant OY , Carlile, Foot, Poster, Grimes, 
Hale, Henderson, Howard, Johnson, Latham, Powell, Rice, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, and Ten Eyck—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Chandler, Clark, Colilamer, 
Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Harris, Howe, Kennedy, 


| Lane of Indiana, Morrill, Nesmith, Pearce, Pomeroy, Sim 
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mons, Sumner, ‘Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, and 
Wilson of Massachusetts—23. 


So the motion to postpone the special order was 
not agreed to. 


PROPOSED EXPULSION OF MR. BRIGHT. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
following resolution sobmitted by Mr. WiLKInson 
on the 16th of December last, and which had been 
reported upon adversely by the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 
Whereas Hon. Jesse D. Bricur heretofore. on the Ist 


day of March, 1°61, wrote a letter of which th 


' following 
Is a Opy > 


WastIncton, March 1, 1861. 
My Dear Sir: Allow me to introduce to your acquaint 
ance my friend Thomas B. Lincoln, of Texas, He visits 


your capital mainly to dispose of what he regards a great 

improvement in fire-arms. [recommend him to your tavor 

able consideration as a gentleman of the first respe 

and reliable in every respect. 
Very truly, yours, 


ctability, 
JESSE D. BRIGHT 
To His Excellency Jerrerson Davis, 

President of the Confederation of States. 

And whereas we believe the said letter is evidence of dis 
loyalty to the United States, and is calculated to give aid 
and comfort to the public enemies: Theretore, 

Be it resolved, That the said Jesse D. Brienut is expelled 
from his seat in the Senate of the United States. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, [ have only to 
say, in the outset, that I would very much prefer 
to listen to the Senator from Tennessee, if he de 
sires to address the Senate, than to speak to it 
myself; but if he does not desire to address the 
Senate to-day, or is not prepared to do so, I will 
offer some few remarks upon the resolution before 
the Senate, with a view of explaining, as well as 
I can, the reasons for my own vote, rather than 
to attempt to assign reasons which should contro}, 
or with any hope of controlling the vote of other 
members of the Senate. 

I regard the question pending as an important 
one. Lagree with the other Senators who have 
preceded me in the debate, that it is really the 
gravest and most imposing one I ever heard de- 
bated. ‘There are three parties interested in it; 
there are the people of Indiana, who have asserted 


| the right to be represent d here in the person of 


the sitting member; and there is the sitting mem- 
ber himself, who claims the right to hold his seat 
here; and there are the people of the United States, 
who have a right to be represented here by their 
friends, not by their enemies; by those who ad- 
here to their Government, and now by those who 
oppose it; by those who will maintain it, and not 
by those who would help to overthrow it, or would 
sitidly by and see it overthrown, 

The right of the people of Indiana, pe rhaps, is 
in no great danger from ouraction, If they really 
insist on being represented here by the sitting 
member, they may return him, although our judg- 
ment should be that he is not qualified for a seat 
in this body. If they really wish to be repre 
sented here by that individual, they can make it 
known by an express declaration to that effect. 
Upon the right of the people of Indiana therefore 
our action will not be final, 

The right of the sitting member, I judge, is in 
some danger, and I think it a very important one; 
and | am sorry for one that the honorable Sena- 
tor himself does not feel more deeply interested 


| than he professes himself to be in the issue of this 


judgment should follow; if that judgment 


controversy. L regard the judgment of this Senate 
upon a question of this kind as a momentous one. 
It cannot fall idly, let it fall as it will. If it be 
against the right of the sitting member, it may not 
be right; but it willbe effective for more purposes 
than the displacement of the member himself. It 
will have its influence in making up history, and 
in controlling the judgment of history. 

History, I believe, is not well agreed as to 
whether the Parliament of England was justified 
in passing a billof attainder against Sir John Fen- 
wick. But the act was passed; and history 1s en- 
tirely agreed that Sir John Fenwick deserved the 
fate he received. History may not be agreed as 
to whether the evidence before the Senate in this 
case is or is not sufficiently clear and explicit to 
warrant the judgment of dispossession; but if that 
should 
e pronounced when the vote is taken upen this 
lution, history cannot doubt, and wil 
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l not 
d yubt, that there we re grave reasons for st spect- 
ing the loyalty of the Senator from Indiana when 
the Senate came to such a conclusion. 

I say these things, therefore, for the purpose of 


indicating to the Senator from Indiana, and to 
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other Senators, that every method should be em- 
ployed—and every fair means should be resorted 
io—to place this question before the Senate in its 
true light. Those who believe the interests of the 
people of the United States demand his « xpulsion 
should make it as clear as they can; and those 
who believe that the rights of the people of In- 
diana, or that the rights of the Senator himself, 
demand his continuance here, should make those 
propositions as plain as it is possible to make 
them to the Senate, because a mistake upon the 
one side or the other is fraught with grave conse- 
quence 8. 

i do notstand here myself to prosecute the Sen- 
ator from Indiana for hich treason. I do not be- 
lieve I am called upon to execute that office. My 
vote will not be controlled by my judgment upon 
the question whether he has actually given aid and 
comfort to the enemies of the United States or not. 
I shall have to vote upon the passage of this res- 
olution, yeaornay. | think I have listened to the 
debate which has preceded the remarks I am now 
submitting as carefully as any Senator here. I 
know I have listened to them as dispassionately 
as any Senator here. My judgment is that I can- 
not discharge my duty to the people of the United 
States when this vote is taken unless I say *‘ yea”’ 
upon it; and I want to state as frankly and as 
clearly us I can why I shall say so. 


I shall say so, therefore, because I believe that | 


the Constitution demands that every man who has 


a seat here, and undertakes to legislate for the | 


people of the United States shall be a friend to 
them; that whoever undertakes to exercise the 
legislative power created by the Constitution of 


the United States shall be loyal to that Constitu- | 


tionand shall be fuithful to it. Tsay I believe the 
Constitution demands this. This question of loy- 
alty is not a question to be determined finally and 
without appeal by every member himself. It is 


not to be determined finally and without appeal | 


by the judgment of his constituents. Undoubtedly | 


the people of Indiana who sent the Senator here 
thought he was loyal, as the people of all the other 
States who sent us severally here thought we were 
loyal. Their opinions upon that question are en- 
titled to considerable respect, no doubt; but they 


| either capacity. 


Senators who have preceded me and who have 
declared their purpose to vote for the passage of 


| 


this resolution, have very generally put it upon the | 


ground that the writing and issuing of the letter of 
the Ist of March last to Mr. Lincoln was of itself 
a substantive act of treason. Upon that question, 
I shall submit no argument whatever, and I shall 
pronounce no opinion whatever upon it. 
not called upon todo so. Iam not one of the law 
officers of the Government, nor a judge presiding 
at his trial, nor a juror, nor qualified to act in 


affirmed, that this letter constituted a substantive 
act of treason, then it follows inevitably that he 


I am | 


If it be true, as Senators have | 


should not only be expelled from his seat in this | 


body, but that that crime should be submitted to 
the judgment ofa jury of his countrymen and that 
the punishment of treason should light upon the 
member. 

I hold, sir, that there are various evidences 


which can be given of disloyalty to the Constitu- | 


tion, of infidelity to it, of hostility to the people 
whose rights are guarantied by it, which fall far 
short of an overt act of high treason. Ido not 
hold that the letter of the Ist of March last is an 
unimportant or trifling incident in the life of the 
Senator, by any manner of means. But instead 
of regarding it as a conclusive proof of high trea- 


son, I shall speak of it simply as a circumstance | 


tending to show what I have said I believe the 
fact to be—that the Senator is not disposed to main- 
tain the Constitution of the United States, but de- 
sires to see that Constitution overthrown. It is 
not the first circumstance to which I shall allude. 

Certainly the Senator from Indiana will not 
deny, nor will any other Senator here deny, but 
what that Constitution and its supremacy have 
been struck at by an open, an undiaguited, and 
an armed foe, and had been for many months 
before the Ist of March last. 

Nor will any man deny but what that furnished 
the occasion and the opportunity upon which 
every man who desired the supremacy of thatin- 
strument should have taken sides. His voice and 
his acts should have been unequivocal on the one 


| side or the other of the question. He should have 


are not final upon the question. The Constitution | 


and those who made the Constitution would not 


submit that question to the jadgment of the elect- | 


ive body of the several States, and therefore you 
cannot admit a man to a seat on this floor or allow 
to him the slightest legislative poweruntil he has 
stood before the Senate and before the Almighty 
and has taken an oath that, whatever his judgment 
may be upon questions of policy, upon measures 
of State, he will stand by the Constitution, he will 
maintain it, he will support it. You leave that 


to nothing less than the surety, the sanction of 


his solemn oath. 

‘This is what I believe the Constitution demands 
of every man who holds a seat here. Iam forced 
to believe-—I have not rushed to the belief—that 
the Senator from Indiana is not disposed to main- 
tain this Constitution; that he does not stand here 


a friend to this form of Government; that he is not | 


prepared by his legislative action to maintain and 
uphold this Constitution—not merely that he was 
not so inclined on the Ist of March last; that is 
not my charge; but that he was not during the 
whole of the last session of Congress; that he has 
not been for a day since; and is not to-day. That, 
I say, is my judgment, and upon that question | 
am forced to have an opinion one way or the other, 
and to act upon it. 

if lam mistaken on this point, let me say to the 
Senate and to the Senator that I cannot be alone 
responsible for the mistake. I may not judge 
truthfully and correctly. Itis not because 
not, under some circumstances, judge correctly. 
It is, perhaps, partly because I cannot see as ac- 
curately as I ought to do; but it is partly because 


been with the friends or with the enemies of that 
Censtitution; and it will be borne in mind that 
since the adoption of that Constitution, the time 


intervening between the last presidential election | 
and this time is the only occasion upon which we | 
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January 


| 30, 


to put itself in a position to defend and maintain 
that jurisdiction. If it had surrendered that juris- 
diction, its guilt would have been but little less 
than the guilt of those who demanded the surren- 
der. Solargue. I cannot for my life see how 
Mr. Jefferson Davis could incur greater guilt by 
demanding that the authority of the United States 
should be withdrawn from one half of the Repub- 
lic than Mr, Abraham Lincoln would by acceding 
to that demand. : 

One of two courses was then open to the Gov- 
ernment, and to the friends of the Government: 
either to acquiesce in the authority of the rebellion 
or to resist it. The Government chose to resist 
it. I know of but one method of resisting arms, 
and thatis by arms. I know of but one method 
of resisting armies, and that is by an opposing 
army; and that is the method the Executive re- 
sorted to. NowI understood from the beginning, 
and understand to-day, that the Senator from In- 
diana is opposed, has opposed, and will still op- 
pose this method or any kindred method for main- 
taining the authority of the Government of the 
United States. He calls it coercion. I do not 
say that this is conclusive evidence of treason. I 
adduce it here as a circumstance tending to show 
that the Senator from Indiana does not desire the 
continuance of the authority of the United States 
over the whole of the United States, if he does over 
any part of it. 

Butt on the Ist of March last he wrote a letter, a 
copy of which is contained in the resolution be- 
fore the Senate. I am not going to redissect that 


| letter. Its characteristics and its significance have 


been set before the Senate as clearly as it is possi- 
ble, I think, for human language and human in- 
genuity to do it. 

In this connection, [I beg leave simply to com- 
ment for a moment upon the excuses, the apolo- 
gies, which the Senator himself and some of his 


| friends have seen fit to offer for the writing of that 


| letter. 


The first is, that he has forgotten it. He 


| did not remember the fact that he had ever writ- 


have seen an enemy openly endeavoring to strike || 


that instrument down; the only time when the 
action of a public officer was likely to be mistaken, 
to lead to an erroneous conclusion upon the ques- 
tion whether he was the friend or the enemy of 
the country. During all those months I[ have ex- 
amined pretty carefully the legislative record left 
by the Senator from Indiana, and I have been un- 


able to find a declaration of his, or a single act of | 


his, which indicated to my mind and my judgment 
a desire on his part that the Union should live, 
and that the Constitution should still be supreme 
over the whole country. More than that, | have 
not been able to find an act of his, or a word of 
his, which to my mind and in my judgment cast 
the slightest reproach or the mildest rebuke in the 
world on those who were with sacrilegious hands 
struggling to overthrow this Constitution, and to 
overturn this Government. 

The first circumstance, therefore, which I pro- 
duce here in justification of the opinion to which 


| L have come, that the Senator from Indiana does 


can- | 


the Senator himself has not been so explicit and 


so unequivocal in his demonstrations of regard for 
the Constitution and of regard for the people whose 
rights are guarantied by that Constitution—I mean 
the whole people of the United States—as he ought 
to have been. Ido not make this mistake about 
everybody, if | have made one about the Senator 
from Indiana; and if his devotion to the Constitu- 
tion had been as unequivocal as that of most Sen- 
ators, and of almost all Senators about me, I was 
no more likely to have made the mistake about 
him than about them. 


not desire the continuance of this form of Gov- 


ernment, is the fact, that while the enemy was | 


making violent efforts to put an end to it, he has 
not been found to utter one single word of re- 
proach against them, so far as | have been able 
to trace his declarations not one single word of 


rebuke has fallen from his lips. If there ever was | 


a time in the history of any country or any Gov- 
ernmentin which the Government was authorized 
to say, ‘‘ those who are not for us are against us,”” 


| it seems to me our Government has been author- 
| ized to say this, and to conclude thus since the Ist 


of January, 1861, since this rebellion assumed the 
proportions it wore at that time. 

Sur, when an army was mustered, equipped, 
and set into the field for the express and the 
avowed purpose of putting an end to the consti- 
tutional authority of thisGovernment over nearly 
one half the country, it was necessary for the Gov- 
ernment to do one of two things: either to surren- 
der the jurisdiction which was demanded of it, or 


ten such a letter. I was sorry to hear that avowal. 
I think it is a very extraordinary one to be made. 
I am not unmindful ef the curious mental condi- 
tion which the country has passed through since 
this rebellion broke out. I know something about 
the state of public opinion in the country on the 
1st of March last, the day on which this letter was 
written. I can very well understand how a man 
on that day, at that time, might hesitate some- 


| what as to whether he should or should not write 
|a letter, to a man, within the boundaries of the 


United States, who was before the law a citizen 
of the United States, owing allegiance to it, but 
who assumed authorities in derogation of the au- 
thority of the United States, and assumed to be a 


| president of acountry within a portion of the Uni- 


ted States—how he might very well be in doubt 
as to the propriety of writing to him at all, espe- 
cially when he held a seat in the highest branch 
of the legislative body of the United States. But, 
sir, I cannot conceive for my life how such a man, 
holding such an office and filling such a place, 
should finally, after deliberation, make up his 
mind that he might, without impropriety, write a 
letter to such acitizen, to such a person, claiming 
such prerogatives, and asserting such an office, 


| withoutits making an impression upon him which 


| would last during his life. 


The way the question presented itself and must 
have presented itself to the mind of the Senator 
from Indiana was this: ‘‘I am a Senator of the 
United States; I represent here the people of In- 
diana; I have taken an vath to support this Con- 
stitution, and this Constitution establishes a form 
of government which shall be supreme over thirty- 
four States. Here is Mr. Davis; I have known 
him many years, and I have esteemed him very 
highly; he says that this Constitution shall hence- 
forth be no better than white paper, so far as the 
people of seven States are concerned; it shall be 
within those States of no authority; that he !s 
there, within all that territory, the chief executive 
power, whereas the Constitution which I have 
sworn to support says that Abraham Lincoln 1s 
wsted with the chief executive power throughout 
ico States as well as these; the authority which 
that man claims is clearly repugnant to the at- 
thority which Iam bound by my oath as a Sel- 
ator to maintain and to support; shall I write to 
him or shall I not?’’ It is a question of import 
ance. 


It is a question of moment. 
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I can understand how a Senator might mistake | 


his duty in the decision he came to; but I cannot 
for my life understand how he could come toa 
decision to write the letter without that sort of 
deliberation which should impress the fact upon 
him during his whole life. And yet the Senator 
himself declares before the country that he re- 
garded these pretensions as so much a matter of 
course, that he regarded the subversion of the con- 


stitutional authority of the different departments | 


of the Government of the United States as so much 
a matter of course, that he acquiesced in these pre- 
tensions of Mr. Davis, every one of them, recog- 
nized them all in the form of a written communi- 
cation, without its making so much of an impres- 
sion on his mind as that he remembered it down 
to the day this controversy commenced. I am 
sorry to hear that avowal. I am sorry that that 
is presented here as an apology, or as an excuse 
for him. 

The other apology presented is, that Mr. Lin- 
coln, the man to whom this letter was given, was 
a personal friend of the Senator who wrote it—a 
close and intimate friend; that in years past he had 
been his client; that the Senator had been his pro- 
fessional adviser; and that is gravely urged here 
not only by the Senator himself, but it has been 
urged here by others as an apology for the writing 
and issuing of this letter. I cannot so regard it. 
It seems to me it is the last apology which ought 
to be offered. Sir, the Senator from Indiana, like 
every one of us, hasa duty to perform to this Gov- 
ernment. He has influence to wield for or against 
it; and if he means that that influence shall be for 
it, with whom under heaven shall it be exerted if 
it shall not be exerted with his friends? It seems 
to me, if the Senator had been in earnest in his 
support of the Constitution of the United States, 
and of its supremacy over the whole thirty-four 
States, instead of addressing this letter to Mr. 
Davis, and tendering it to the use of his friend, 
Mr. Lincoln, he would have said to him: ‘Sir, 
you are my friend; I have heretofore been your 
professional adviser; you have paid me for it; 1 
esteem you; let me give you the best piece of ad- 
vice you ever had in your life now without money 
and without price. You wanta letter of introduc- 
tion to Mr. Jefferson Davis; you want to visit him 
for the purpose of selling him fire-arms. Jefferson 
Davis, before the law, and before the Constitu- 
tion, which is the supreme command to me and to 
you, sir, is but a citizen of the United States. He 
jias no occasion for fire-arms, no lawful occasion 
to purchase yourinvention. He has put himself 
in the attitude of a rebel. He stands before the 
country in the attitude of a traitor. Your mission 
to him at this time is a mission to a traitor—a 
traitor before the law, a traitor in the eye of the 
Constitution; and you want to supply him with 
means to make his treason perfect; to execute it, 
to accomplish it. ‘Thatis the purpose upon which 
you are about to visit Jefferson Bente You are 
my friend. I tell you that is an illegal purpose; 
that is a purpose which endangers and further im- 
pene the supremacy of the Constitution which I 

lave Sworn to support. Do not you go there. If 
you really have a valuable improvement in the 
way of fire-arms, tender it to the use of your own 
Government, the Government to which you owe 
allegiance and to which I owe allegiance. Let 
them have the benefit of it. Do not you visit Jef- 
ferson Davis for any purpose, and least of all for 
such a purpose as this.” 

_Now, it does seem to me that that is something 
like the language which the Senator from Indiana 
would have used to his friend Mr. Lincoln if he 
had been a friend of the Government of the United 
States, if he had been as true to his old friendshi 
for this Government as he was to his old friend- 
ship for the person to whom that letter was ad- 
dressed. 

Mr. President, another apology is made for the 
writing of this letter. It is said that at the time 


it Was written we were not at war with these rebel | 


authorities; that war did not actually exist; that 
it was not imminent. One of three things was 
imminent, Mr. President. Every man knew then 
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must happen: either, without resort to force those 
traitorous battalions in the seceded States must 
lay down their arms, or the Government of the 
United States must surrender to their dominion 
the States of which they claimed to have posses- 
sion, or we must have war. Every man knew 
that one of those three things must happen. The 
Senator from Indiana will not pretend that he 
believed the first would happen; he will not pretend 
that he believed those battalions were about to lay 
down their arms without the application of any 
force on our part—that they were going to surren- 
der while we were apparently acquiescent. Nor 
will any one now assert, I think, that he believed 
at that time that the Government of the United 
States intended, or would, unless compelled by 
the direst necessities of the direst of wars, sur- 


challenged—authority, sovereign authority, over 
a large portion of the Republic. Then, it was clear 
that the other alternative must happen, and that 
was war. This reflection reminds me that either 
war was to happen or Jefferson Davis needed no 
guns. Mr. Lincoln could make no profitable mis- 
sion to Jefferson Davis unless he was going to 
maintain his authority, and to support it by a 
resort to arms and by the use ofarms. His mis- 
sion to Davis was not a pertinent one, nota legiti- 
mate one, not an expedient one, unless war was 
to happen. 

I know, sir, that some change has taken place 
in public opinion since the Ist of March last; I 
shall allude to that by and by; but I have occasion 
to say now, not only that since this rebellion com- 
menced the Senator from Indiana has uttered no 
word of rebuke of it, not only that he has opposed 
every measure calculated to subdue it, not only 
that he wrote a letter which was calculated to as- 


sure the chief of the rebellion of his personal sym- | 


eae & and friendship, if it was not calculated to 
give him material aid in the accomplishment of his 
design, but that the Senator has done more than 
either of these things—that he has used language 
here in his place in the Senate which was calcu- 
lated and designed to add to the force and to the 
violence of the rebellion. During the executive 
session of the Senate which convened on the 4th 
of March last, and near the close of that session, 
a late Senator from the State of Kentucky, or a 
Senator lately from the State of Kentucky, offered 
a resolution, which I will read: 

* Resolved, That the Senate recommend and advise the 
removal of the United States troops from the limits of the 
confederate States.”’ 

A Senator from North Carolina had drawn an- 
other resolution, which he submitted as an amend- 
ment to this, in the following words: 

*¢ Resolved, That in the opinion of the Senate, it is expe- 


dient that the President should withdraw all the troops of the | 


United States from the States of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and 'Texas, and 
abstain from all attempts to collect revenues in the said 
States.”’ 

What were the purposes of the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Breckinridge) and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. Clingman) I suppose 
no man in the country has any doubt now, if he 
had at thattime. They then occupied seats in the 


Senate, as the Senator from Indiana does now; | 


and, in the execution of what they claimed to be 
their duties as Senators, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky offered this resolution, and the Senator 
from North Carolina proposed his amendment. 
There was some debate upon them. The debate 
was chiefly supplied by the friends of those who 
offered these resolutions. The expediency of de- 
bating them was a question upor which the friends 
of the Government on this side of the Chamber had 
some differences of opinion. There were those 
who believed that the best way to maintain the 
authority of the Government over all the people 
of the United States was to say plainly and frankly 
and intelligibly to all the people of the United 


say it once for all; and that the best way to en- 
force the laws within those States which claimed 
to be independent of the authority of the Gov- 





as well as he knows now that one of three things | 
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ernment and to collect the revenues within those 
States was to say, clearly and intelligibly, that 
those revenues must be paid there, and that those 
laws must be obeyed there. There were others 
who reasoned differently. You, sir,{[Mr. Crark 
in the onal) and many others who have watched 
the course of this treason while it has been concoct- 
ing during a quarter ofacentury, know, and to-day 
will say, that one of the most potential instrument- 
alities which have been enipleged in executing it, 
has been falsehood—mendacity. History will 
some time make that clear to the whole world, as it 
isclear tome to-day. A great people, inhabiting 
agreat many States, have been subsidized into the 
guilt of treason by being deliberately, systemat- 
ically lied to. They have been taught to fear the 
Government of the United States, because they 
have been taught to believe that the Government 
of the United States was actuated by hostile 
purpose to them. They have been taught to 
rate one section of our common country, because 
they have been made to believe that within that 
section there was a deliberate purpose maintained 
to do them some grievous wrong, and to trample 
upon some of their dear rights—rights, too, which 
they have been led to believe were secured to them 
under the Constitution of the United States. 

The Administration of the Government of the 
United States during the special session of the Sen- 
ate in March last shened ite course with a two- 
fold purpose. Its purpose was to clothe itself with 
the power, the military force, necessary  over- 
throw any opposition that should be made to the 
execution of the laws by armed bands, and at the 
same time to do it with so little demonstration of 
violence, with so little parade of authority, as not 
to alarm unnecessarily those great bodies of people 


| within those States who were hesitating between 


loyalty and disloyalty. The Government felt 
called upon to tread carefully, to act with all the 
leniency it was  npoome to employ, and still to 
maintain its whole authority. ‘That the Govern- 
ment intended to maintain that whole authority 
was made as clear as it was possible to make the 
purpose by the language employed by the Pres- 
ident himself in his inaugural address: 


In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow countrymen, and 

t in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The 

overnment Will not assail you. You can have no conflict 
without being yourselves the aggressors. Vou have no oath 
registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I 
shall have the most solemn one to ‘ preserve, protect, and 
defend it.’ ” 

When the President referred the people of the 
whole United States to that solemn oath he was 
about to take to ‘* preserve, protect, and defend”’ 
the Government, there was no room for an infer- 


| ence, there was no ground for a suspicion, that he 


would prove false to any part of thatoath. There 
then was a most distinct, deliberate, and solemn 
enunciation of the purpose of the Government to 
maintain its whole authority. That he meant to 
appeal to the reason, that he meant to appeal to 
the conscience, that he meant to appeal to that 
lingering sense of patriotism which he believed 


still remained with every portion of the people of 


the United States, was made abundantly manifest 
in the words which follow: 


‘<1 am loth to close. We are not enemies, but friends. 
We must not be enemies. Though passion may have 
strained’’— 


as it had strained for a quarter of a century— 


jit must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic 


| chords of memory, stretching from every battle field and 
| patriot grave to every living heart and hearthstone, all over 


this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, 
when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better 
angels of our nature.” 

In these brief sentences the Government spoke 
to the whole people, saying in effect, ‘* the Gov- 
ernment must be obeyed by all; but when that 
obedience is rendered, the rights of every citizen 
under the Government shall be protected by the 


| authority and by the power of the whole people.”” 


1 know that all this temperance was not long pre- 
served. 1 know that subsequent to thisachange 


| came over the temper of the people in both sec- 


tions of the Union. I know that, in the giare of 
that terrible bombardment which fell upon Fort 
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United States fell to the ground, and I saw my- 
self, when they arose, the glory of a new bap- 
tism shining upon their brows. There is, there- 
fore, some apology for those who say that civil 
war commenced from the time that fort was taken; 
but the purpose to involve the country in a civil 
war was manifest on the part of the leaders and 
chiefs of the rebellion long before that. 

Sir,the resolutions that I have read were offered, 
they were under debate before the Senate. The 
Senator from Indiana will not pretend here to-day 
nor will any other man pretend that he ever be- 
lieved those resolutions could pass the Senate. 
He will not deny that he knew perfectly well that, 


I| 


if a vote was taken upon them, those resolutions | 


must be rejected. What was the purpose of offer- 
ing them with the certainty that they would be 
rejected? There were those—Mr. Breckinridge 
was one, Mr. Clingman was another, undowbtedly 
—representing here communities which had not 
then declared their independcice of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, representing constitu- 
encies which they were Hedi 

the guilt of the rebellion. During the quarter of 
a century in whieh South Carolina and Georgia, 


ved to plunge into | 


and other States had been educated up to the work 
of treason and revolution, North Carolina and | 


Kentucky had been slow to learn those lessons. 
New lessons must be given them, and these res- 
olutions were offered with the knowledge that if 


a vote was taken upon them the vote must be | 
against them. They were offered for the purpose | 


of getting that direct vote, so that their authors 
might turn around and say to their constituencies, 
**you see here avowed the purpose of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to trample upon your 
authority, to subjugate you, to coerce you; and 
what hépe is left for you but to join the ranks of 


the insurgents and to cast your fortunes in with | 


the rebellion ?””’ That was the purpose beyond all 


question which actuated the movers of the reso- | 


lutions. Is ita violent presumption to suppose 
that those who insisted upon that vote being taken 
coincided with the purpose of those who moved 
the resolutions? Upon the subject of those res- 
olutions the Senator from Indiana submitted some 
remarks. He said: 

‘*Mr. President, | join the honorable Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. Wave] inexpressing the hope that this resolution will 


be taken up; but candor requires me to say that [ have lite | 


confidence that it will be done.”’ 


I apprehend that the Senator from Ohio referred 
to in these opehing remarks was among the number 
of those upon this floor who believed that the best 
way of quieting the agitation in the southern and 


hesitating States was to say to them, plainly and | 


intelligibly, ** the Constitution isthe supreme law; | 
you must bow to it; it is the duty of the Govern- | 


ment to enforce the laws, and we must do it, or 
be false to that duty.’? He therefore went for a 
direct vote upon the resolution. 


‘Tf all on that side of the Chamber were as candid and 
straightiorward in their manner of legislating as that Sen- 


ator is, there would be no difficulty in reaching a direct vote | 


on the resolution under consideration, or the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina; but, sir, they 
are not 
the Senator from Ohio; we always know where to find him. 
He will vote to take up the resolution, because he is in favor 


of asserting the power, and declaring it to be the duty, of | 


the General Government to hold, possess, and occupy all the 


l can but admire the bold and manly course of | 


property belonging to it, in each and every one of the seven | 


States that have withdrawn from the Union.” 


The gentleman was not mistaken about the pur- 
pose of the Senator from Ohio. He did believe the 
Government should hold all the property belong- 
ing to it. 


** That Senator is in favor of enforcing the collection of 
the revenue in each and every one of those States, and en- 
forcing obedience to Federal authority generally, and he has 
the courage to say so; and as much as I may, and do, dif- 
fer with him, I repeatI can but commend hii for his frank- 
ness ; but how is it with a large majority of those who usually 
act with that Senator? 
lution, and thus give to those of us on this side of the Cham- 
ber who deny any such power and who oppose any such 
policy” — 
as what? 
thority in all parts of the United States— 


**an opportunity of saying so, and of expressing to the Ex- 
ecutive our opinion against coercion, or attempting coercion 
in any form.’’ 


Will they vote to take up this reso- | 


I know how skillfully that word “coercion” has | 


been employed; | know how it has been bandied 
about from one disloyal man to another until it 
has seemed to have an odious sound itself; but I 
want to say here that a Government which is not 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


——— 








created for the purpose of coercion is created for 
no purpose whatever; it is a mere pageant. To 
enforce authority is its only business. 


| what it is built for, or it is built for nothing. 


| enue within any portion of those States. 


As the enforcement of the Federal au- |! 


| in support of the proposition I originally submit- 
|| ted, that the Senator from Indiana was not and is 
|| not a friend of the Government of the United | 
wy of its Constitution. 


| past. 


| was disappointed, not in the manifestations of abil- 


| which was expended, the conclusion was inevita- 


| 

‘*] repeat, Mr. President, I hope they will; but I fear the 
sequel will prove they will not. 
“ Now, sir, Tam in favor of the resolution of the honora- || 
ble Senator from Kentucky”’— 1 


which simply required the President to remove the | 
the troops from the seceded States— 

“or I am quite as willing to take the more comprehensive 
amendment offered by the honorable Senator from North 


Carolina.’’—Congressional Globe, Thirty-Sirth Congress, 
second session, page 1515. 


And what was the more comprehensive amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from North Carolina? 


“* That in the opinion of the Senate, it is expedient that 
the President should withdraw all the troops of the United | 
States from the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, and abstain 
from all attempts to collect revenues in the said States.”? 


That proposition of which the Senator from In- | 
diana declared himself in favor at that time, was | 
a proposition which called upon the President to | 
surrender every post, every fort, every garrison, 
within those States, and to abandon, in the face 
of his solemn oath, every attempt to coilect rev- 
Now, 
Mr. President, right or wrong, my judgment upon 
this transaction was, that Mr. Breckinridge and 
Mr. Clingman offered their resolutions for the pur- 
pose of getting a negative vote upon them from the 
Senate, with which they could hope the better 
to involve their respective constituencies in the | 
guilt of this rebellion; and believing that to be the 
purpose for which those resolutions were moved, 
I was forced to conclude that the Senator from 
Indiana insisted on a direct vote upon them for the 
purpose of promoting the object of the Senators 
who moved them. 

I know, sir, as well as an man, the danger we 
are liable to, when we are judging of the motives | 
which actuate others, of making mistakes, of com- 
ing to erroneous conclusions; but we have to do 
itevery day, we are compelled to do it; and we 
must not abandon the use of our reason and the 
employment of our judgment because we mayerr. 
On that occasion, during that debate, and upon 
that vote, I think, | am forced to believe the Sen- 
ator from Indiana took a position for the purpose 
and with the intent of strengthening and multi- 
plying the forces of the rebellion, of fomenting 
insurrection. I adduce this as another instance | 
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the chiefs of the rebellion, the leaders in this great 
treason, ** to fight the Union inside of the Union.” 


That is || That that was sound advice, | have no manner 


of doubt. That they had better have continued 
“to fight the Union inside of the Union,”’ as 
they had fought it for years, must be manifest 
now to us all; for while they fought within the 
Union they were successful; the moment they 
stepped outside and exposed their purpose, made 
known to the world that their purpose was that 


| of hostility to the Union, their success was ended; 


from that moment they cersed to be victorious. 
3ut of that act the Senator did complain; he did 
exhibit some bitterness; and what was the com- 
plaint which he made of it? What was the wrong 


, which he charged on those men who had left the 


Senate, and set up the standard of rebellion against 
the Government of the United States within a por- 
tion of the United States? What do we say was 
the wrong that they committed? We say it in- 
volved this country in a civil war; we say it has 
destroyed the lives of thousands of our citizens; 
we say that it has involved the sacrifice of an im- 
mense amount of property; we say it has deprived 
the people of the United States of a representation 
in Congress from a large number of States; we 


say that it has crippled, for the time being, and. 
| weakened the power of the common country; we 


say we are less of a nation, we do not stand so 
high before the world as we did before this crime 
was committed. That is the complaint which we 


| urge; that is the wrong which we say was com- 


States, and is not disposed to maintain the suprem- | 


ut, sir, all those transactions are long since 
I come now to more modern times. If the 
hostility of the Senator from Indiana to this Gov- 
ernment was not made manifest during theremarks | 
he submitted to the Senate the other day, I do not | 
know how any mere words could make a senti- 
ment manifest to anybody. I listened to his re- 
marks on that occasion very closely, and with a 
great deal of interest. If I had been arraigned here 
on a charge of disloyalty to this Government, | 
should have felt that I was arraigned forthe gravest 
offense that could possibly be preferred against 
me, and if [ had any “ wit or worth or words,”’ 
I know I would have employed them to defend 
myself againstsuch acharge. I looked to see the 
most resolute defense which had ever been offered 
atany bar, for I knew the Senator’sability remark- 
ably well, brief asisthe period during which Ihave 
known himatall; and if he had a defense to make, 
I knew that he could make it—no man better than 
he. 1 listened with all the ears I had to hear what | 
his defense was. I am compelled to say that I 


ity, but I thought, notwithstanding all the energy 


ble that he had no defense to make. I made one 
or two notes of that speech; I have not yet seen it 
in print,and I fear that I have mislaid the notes that 
i:  . 

It was during that speech, however, that the 
Senator did utter some complaint against those 
who had left the Senate to set up the standard of 
rebellion against the authority of the Government; 
he did call that transaction a mad one; he did give 


| abundant evidence that he disapproved of it; nay, | 


he told the Senate explicitly that he advised against 
itatthe time. He told the Senate that he advised | 


mitted. 

What is the fault of which the Senator from In- 
diana complains? Not a word of all this; he does 
not complain that life has been lost; that money 
has been sacrificed; that the power of the country 
has been diminished; that the authority of the na- 
tion has been contemned; that our flag has been 
insulted. He complains of none of these things; 
but he complains that these men, by leaving the 
Senate, ** left him, and such as he, to the tender 
mercies of the Senator from Massachusetts.’’ That 
is the only cause of complaint, the only reflection 
which wrested from the Senator during the de- 
fense he urged here one single tone of bitterness, 
if I remember aright, or if I heard aright. Is it 
possible that a loyal citizen of the United States— 
to say nothing of the office of a Senator—that a 
man who really believes in this form of Govern- 
ment, and desires its perpetuity, can sit by with 
his arms folded and see such a succession of out- 
rages perpetrated against its authority as were per- 
petrated during the last winter and the last sum- 
mer, and find nothing to regret in it except the 
fact that the Senator from Massachusetts has a 
little more influence in the Senate of the United 
States than he had when the representation from 
all the States was full ? 

Mr. President, the Senator has been defended 
by others; he has been defended by those with 
whom I ordinarily act, and with whom it would 
always be my pleasure to act, if I could. He has 
been ably defended. The Senate has been admon- 
ished to act cautiously. We have been told that 
we are in danger of being influenced by partisan 
feeling; that we are in danger of being prejudiced 
by passion. I know all that. I do not certainly 
know that I have not fallen under those dangers 
myself; but I do not believe I have. 

‘We are told that, although the conduct of the 
Senator, in writing the letter of the 1st of March, 
cannot be justified, it yet does not afford conclu- 
sive proof of the guilt of treason; that there is 
some doubt, or room for doubt, as to what pur- 
pose actuated the Senator in writing it. Catching 
the inspiration of such humanities as float in the 
atmosphere of the Old Bailey and your courts of 


| oyer and terminer, the Senator from New Jersey, 


[Mr. Ten Eycx,] and others, have admonished 
as that we should give to the Senator from Indi- 
ana, as we should give to all other defendants 10 
criminal courts, the benefit of every doubt. 
I agree to the sentiment and I agree to the appli- 
cation of it. Let the Senator have the benefit of 
every doubt that can possibly exist as to whether 
he is guilty or not. Let us say to the Senator and 
say to his people, we believe that he is not true to 
the Constitution, and we have been forced to vote 
for his expulsion from this body; but nevertheless 
we are fallible; we do not know that we are right; 
there is room for doubt. Do not condemn him ut- 
terly; give him the benefit of that doubt; but at the 
same time give to the people of the United States 
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the benefit ofthe convictions you really have. They | 


are the great party to this controversy; they de- 
mand that this tribunal, the highest one they know, 
should be filled by their friends, by those who are 
loyaltothem. Tell them, therefore, that while you 
do not for a certainty know but that you have re- 
moved from this body a man who may be a friend 
of theirs, you do certainly know that there is no 


man left here who is not their friend, who is not | 


loyal to the Constitution, who will not defend it at 
all hazards and under all circumstances. I know 
we should be slow to come to such a conclusion 
as the resolution proposes; but | know that we 
should not avoid such a conclusion when y 1s 
forced upon us. We must not hesitate to weigh 
evidence, because it tends to an ungrateful or an 
unpleasant conclusion. 

it is said, sir, that it is better that many guilty 
persons should escape punishment than that one 
innocent person should be punished. Asa principle 


reeulating the criminal jurisprudence of the coun- | 


try, itis a humane one, and I am not here to con- 
trovert it; but when you assert it for the regula- 
tion of a tribunal like this, and upon an occasion 
like this, I say it has no applicability and it has 
no truth. 
portant character of the functions to be exercised 
here, | say it is better that these seats should be 
utterly vacant; it would be vastly better that every 
man holding a seat here should be removed from 


the body for the time being, than that one traitor, | 


one man disloyal to the Government of the coun- 
try, should havea seat here, and should deliberate 
upon those grave and important concerns which 
daily occupy our attention. Your first duty—the 


duty you owe to your own consciences and to || 


your country—is to know that no man holding a 
seat here is disloyal, is a traitor. It is the one 
thing all-important to know. You may blunder 
about me; you may blunder about the Senator 


from Indiana; you may deprive me of a seat here | 


when I ought to have it; you may say that you 
believe I am a traitor when | am as loyal as you 


are; it would be a great wrong done to me. I know | 
it; | should feel it; but I say if you allow me to sit | 
here a day or an hour after that time in which you | 


believe that I am disloyal to the country, youcom- 


mitacrime higher, graver, more momentous than | 


expelling a regiment of Senators from these seats. 
1 therefore feel compelled to vote for this resolu- 
tion, and I shall do so; and although I shall not 
be able to console myself by the assertion that I 
do not certainly know but what the Senator from 
Indiana may be innocent of treason, I shall find 
great consolation in being able to say to myself, 
and being able to say to the people of the country, 
that I do know the Senate of the United States is 
innocent of all traitors. 


in what I have to say on this case. To me it seems 
to lie in a very narrow compass. 

Before proceeding to speak of the case, I desire 
to say that my relations with the Senator from 
Indiana are of such a character that I shall with 
pain vote to expel him from his seatin this body. 
Seventeen years ago we met in this Capitol; both 
young men, and both members of the then domi- 


nant party. Since then we have differed widely, | 


touching public men and measures; yet through 


all the heat and bitterness of political warfare for | 


the past fifteen years, 1 have remembered with 
leasure our early acquaintance and intercourse. 
sincerely regret the position in which the Sena- 


tor is placed. A sense of public duty alone, con- | 


strains me to vote for his expulsion from the 
Senate. 

What is the case presented against the Senator 
from Indiana? It rests upon no disputed or doubt- 
ful facts. Every important fact in the case is ad- 
mitted—fall confession is made in open Senate. 
The Senator from Indiana tells us that he would, 
under the same circumstances, do again the act 
complained of. Mr. President, the Senator’s views 
of duty and my own differ so widely, that what 
he regards as innocent and natural, as a proper 
courtesy to an old friend, to me has the features 


of disloyalty—no* to give it the harsher name of 
treason. 


What, sir, are the facts and circumstances of | 
this case? The slaveholders of the nation, rely- | 


ing on human slavery as the bond of their unity 


and strength, unwilling that the free men of the | 


Republic should assume the management of Gov- 
ernment affairs, set on foot a rebellion in the 


THE 


When you consider the grave and im- | 


southern and slaveholding States of the Union. 
When this letter was written, it had been carried 
forward to the organization of an independent 
government; the machinery of that government 
was in active operation. Armies were being or- 
ganized, disciplined, and equipped, to maintain 
the rebellion by the power of the sword. Every 
reasonable hope of a settlement was past. The 
Senator from stl knew all this; no man knew 
it better. Itis true, from the timidity—I might 
almost say complicity—of the late Administra- 
tion, no blow had been struck at this formidable 
' rebellion; still those concerned in it were no less 
traitors for this cause. The cowardice or even 
treachery of Mr. Buchanan could in no degree 
excuse Davis and his co-workers in treason. ‘The 
|| forbearance of the Government towards the trai- 
tors cannot be pleaded by them in extenuation of 
their crime; nor can theiraidersand abettors shield 
themselves behind the weakness or treachery of 
those then in power. Yet here rests one of the 
strong grounds of defense taken by and for the 
Senator from Indiana. The Government had done 
nothing against the rebellion! It had brought no 
armies in the field! had fought no battles! “A 
fear that betrayed like treason’’ had paralyzed the 
executive arm, and the Government was sinking 
into imbecility and contempt! How does all this 
change the character of the rebellion, or extenu- 
ate the crime of those involved in it? The Sen- 
ator from Indiana admits that he could not have 
written the letter with innocence after the procla- 
mation of President Lincoln calling for seventy- 
five thousand men. Why not, if he could do so 
before? Did the proclamation change the position 
of Davis towards this Government? Did it in- 
volve any one in guilt who, up to that time, was 
innocent? Was itinnocent for Lincoln to go upon 
his errand with an improved fire-arm to the con- 
federate government before the proclamation, and 
treasonable to go afterwards? It is idle to look 
| here for any extenuation of the case whatever. 
The proclamation of the President in no way 
affects it. 

Jefferson Davis was the chosen chief of the rebel 
government. He was every inch a traitor. The 
|} Senator from Indiana knew the damning treason 
of his friend and former associate. His crime was 
a wicked one—the most so of any of which man 
|} can be guilty—the deepest dyed and blackest in 
| the catalogue of crime. 


Democratic party are afflicted with a moral ob- 
| liquity in the view they take of this wicked rebel- 
lion and its authors. ‘The leading traitors so long 
dominated over the Democratic party that the 
| fragment that now remains seems to connect the 


ency, and the leading traitors as friends having 
strong claims on theirsympathy. Evidently the 
Senator from Indiana was strongly possessed of 
this view of the treason and the traitors. 

To judge rightly of the act of the Senator, we 
| must look at the rebellion and its chief as they 
truly are—the one as a treasonable revolt against 





traitors. He was no other than a rank traitor, a 


on the Istof March as * his excellency, the pres- 
ident of the confederated states,’’ commending to 
|| his confidence as * reliable in every respect”’ one 
|| who sought the rebel government on a treasona- 
ble errand. 
|} Senator from Indiana commended his friend to the 
|| usurper and traitor at Montgomery? It was no 
other than the sale of an alleged improved fire- 
| arm. Have I stated the case too strongly against 
the Senator from Indiana? I would notdoso. ‘To 
| me, sir, it has the complexion of a great crime. 
I will not call it treason, although it might be diffi- 
cult to find a more appropriate name for it. 

It was well said by the Senator from New 
York, (Mr. Harris,} that if the letter had not 


| away, it would be a very innocent thing, and no 
| Senator would think of expelling the Senator from 
Indiana from his seat. Unfortunately, the letter 
was written. An indictment for murder, permit 
me to say to the Senator from New York, with 
the homicide clause out, would be a very harm- 
less piece of paper. 
Mr. President, | have briefly considered to 
|| whom this letter was addressed—to a desperate 
| traitor. It commended to his fullest confidence 


To me it seems that many gentlemen of the late | 


|| rebellion with a struggle for Democratic ascend- | 


Mr. WILMOT. Mr. President, I shall be brief | 


a just Government, and the other as the chief of | 


great State criminal, that the Senator addressed | 


What was the errand on which the | 


been written, or if its essential part were taken | 


\ 
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one who entertained a traitorous purpose, and the 
matter of the letter was most treasonable. Here 
is the whole case, and it sounds of treason in every 
art. 

What was the position and relation to the Gov- 
ernment of the Union of him who wrote the let- 
ter? He was a Senator, one of the hieh officers 
of the Government—a sworn, confidential adviser 
ofthe President. What was his plain and bounden 
duty? To stand by the Government, with all hia 
energies and power. To be vigilant, constant, and 
untiring in his efforts to crush the rebellion, and 
to bring to punishment its leading traitors. This 
was his duty. Can it be possible that a loyal Senator 
could so far forget this high duty as to hold com- 
munication with the rebellious government, touch- 
ing the purchase of an improved fire-arm? It can- 
not be possible. No loyal citizen would have done 
it, much less a loyal Senator. Forgetful of his 
duties, unfaithful to his senatorial trust, he is no 
longer worthy of a seat in this Senate. 

With all respect for my colleague, and for the 
honorable Senator from New York, | must say 
that in my judgment they have taken a narrow 
and technical view of this case. They deal with 
the Senator from Indiana as one on his trial for 
treason, and themselves as judges or jurors sworn 
to try him under all the technical rules of presump- 
tions and reasonable doubts, applicable in such 
cases. Herein they greatly err. We sit here in 
trial upon the Senator from Indiana, not to pro- 
nounce judgment against him for the crime of 
treason, but to say by our votes, under the facts 
before us, if he be a loyal and safe man to sit in 
this high council of State. 

Mr. COWAN. I desire to ask my honorable 
colleague,if Mr. Brigurt is not guilty of treason, 
what 1s he guilty of? 

Mr. WILMOT. I will answer my colleague 
by saying thatif I were called upon to-day to give 
any definition of his offense I should pronounce 
it treason; but I am frank to admit that if I were 
sitting as a juror, there are those doubts hanging 
about the case that would make me hesitate to 


| pronounce a verdict of guilty; but as a Senator, l 


will not hesitate as to the vote I shall give here 
The conduct of the Senator from Indiana, judged 
by the facts and circumstances surrounding the 
case, looks like treason; still I might not be pre- 


| pared so to pronounce, sitting as a juror on his 


trial. I know not under what circumstances of 
haste, or thoughtlessness, the letter was written. 
These, if they existed, were for the Senator from 
Indiana to show. There may not have existed, 
at the time the letter was written, that deliberate 
and wicked purpose essential to the technical 
crime of treason. We know not. We have the 
letter before us. It was written to a traitor, and for 
a traitor, and to further a treasonable end. What 
more does my colleague want? The Senator on 
trial has given us no facts or mitigating cireum- 
stances whatever. Asa juror, | might even re- 
fuse on the case, as it stands, to pronounce the 
verdict of guilty of high treason. But when the 
case is presented to me as a Senator—is the Sen- 
ator from Indiana a safe man to sit here? Is his 
loyalty and fidelity to the Government justly ob- 
noxious to strong and well-grounded impeach- 
ment? Can he be trusted to advise the President, 
and to share in our deliberations, in this crisis of 


| public affairs? To these inquiries I can have no 


doubt whatever. I shall vote to expel the Sena- 
or fron’ Indiana from his seat in the Senate. 

What it is right to do in this case, the Senate 
should do promptly and fearlessly. A timidity, 
bordering on cowardice, paralyzes the arm of the 
Government. Treason stalks abroad in open day. 
We must vindicate the character of the Senate, 
and our own self-respect; we must give to the 
people an assurance that here, at least, infidelity 
and disloyalty meet with a speedy and condign 
punishment. 

Now, sir, it seems to me that I have stated the 
whole case. I put the ease upon the record and 
upon nothing else. I place it upon the Senator’s 
letter of the Ist of March. I take that letter and 
the circumstances of the country at the time, the 
position of the Senator, the position of the man 
to whom the letter was written, the position of the 
man for whom it was written, and the errand upon 
which he went, and I say the facts are conclusive 
and overwhelming against the Senator from In- 


diana. There is no possible escape from the 
conclusion. It is a legal maxim that a man is 
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responsible for the natural and necessary conse- 
vuences of his act. What did the Senator do? 
Ie commended one traitor to another, and the 
errand upon which he commended him was by 
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| the-gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Keioge] is Mr. FENTON demanded the previo 








| entitled to the floor 


the admission of all a treasonable errand; it was || 


to give to him an improved fire-arm. Can it be 
possible, as | asked before, that a loyal Senator 
would do this? Sir, suppose your Commanding 
Genera! had written such a letter, would there 
have been any doubt as to his complicity with 
the traitors? —The Senator from Indiana occupies 
a position in this Government as high and re- 
sponsible in many respects as the Commanding 
Geneval of your Lenn. 

character he occupied a position second only to the 
President of the nation. Suppose he had written 
such a letter, would you have had any doubt as 
to his complicity with the traitors? Would you 
have had any doubt that he had at least forgotten 
his duty to this Government? 


Nay, sir, in dignity of 


Sir, an impeach- | 


ment could have rested on the letter; and to-day | 


I have serious doubts as to what would be the 
result of the trial of the Senator from Indiana 
before an impartial jury. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President—— 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sena- 


tor from California, | suppose, takes the floor to | 


speak on this question. I ask him if he will give 
way for an executive session? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. With pleasure. I think 
it is about time we should proceed to the consid- 
eration of executive business. 

Mr. HALE. Lhope not. This thing stands 
in the way of all legislation. This morning I 
wanted the Senate to take up a bill that related to 
the defense of the country, and I was met by the 


answer that this thing was to be disposed of. || 


This will be the way, I fear, until the end of the 
session. I hope we shall sit here now until we 
take the vote on this question. If we can have 
no practical legislation until it is disposed of, let 
us dispose of it. If we do not, the same thing will 
be repeated to-morrow, the next day, the next 
week, and the week after. 


|| that bill. 


| 


PHILIP SPEYER AND CO. 
Mr. FENTON. I ask the gentleman to yield 


to me a moment to introduce a bill. 


Mr KELLOGG, of Illinois. 1 will yield for 


| that purpose. 


Mr. FENTON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Philip Speyer & Co., 


| of the city of New York. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I agree with 
the Senator as to the importance of disposing of || 


this question; but—— 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Will the Senator from 
Massachusetts allow me to make a remark to the 
Senator from New Hampshire? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr McDOUGALL. I will sit here until to- 


morrow morning if business is to be done; but I 


think there is executive business that requires at- | 


tention. I am willing to wait until the chairman 
of the Military Committee gets through his busi- 
ness, and then take up this discussion. If the 
gentieman from New Hampshire is willing to 
wait as long as I am, we will stay here until to- 
morrow morning, or the next morning, if neces- 
sary, and camp out here. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts. 


spent in executive session, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspayr, January 30, 1862. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
— Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the See- 
retary of the Interior, transmitting a communica- 
tion loon the Commissioner of Patents, giving the 
information requested by the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 20th instant; and 
stating that the appropriations heretofore made by 
Congress in aid of 
by law under the direction of the Commissioner 
of Patents, the Interior Department has not con- 
sidered itself authorized to control the discretion 
thus confided to that officer; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed, 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


ness is the consideration of a bill (H.R. No, 228) | 


authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to settle 
with States for supplies furnished their troops, 
which was postponed until to-day, upon which 





agriculture having been placed | 


| 
| 


The bill, which was read, authorizes the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to cause two certificates of 
the loan of 1848, of $1,000 each, with coupons of 
semi-annual interest from the Ist of July, 1854, 
attached thereto, to be issued to Philip Speyer & 
Co., or bearer, to replace that number of similar 
certificates, the property of said Speyer & Co., 
namely: No. 1058, issued to Corcoran & Riggs, or 
bearer, September 1, 1848, and No. 1129, issued 
to R. L. Stuart, or bearer, September 9, 1848, 
which were mailed at Frankfort-on-the-Main, in 
Germany, for New York, on the 3d day of Feb- 
ruary, 1854, with the coupons from said Ist of 
July, 1854, attached, and were never received in 
New York, and are therefore supposed to be lost 
or destroyed; provided, that before the issue of 
such new certificates said Philip Speyer & Co. 
shall furnish to the acceptance of the First Comp- 
troller of the Treasury such bond or bonds of in- 
demnity as are usually required by the regulations 
of the ‘Treasury Department for the issue of du- 
plicate certificates of inscribed stock. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I must object to receiving 
I think I have some recollection of the 
character of it. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair stated that if there 
was no objection the bill would be received for 
consideration. The Chair heard no objection. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I supposed that it was be- 
ing reported to the House for information, that 
the House might determine whether they would 


| entertain it. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair had it read by 
its utle, and asked if there was any objection to 
its consideration, and heard none. The question 


is now on the engrossment and third reading of 
the bill. 


Mr. FENTON. The bill simply provides for 


the reissue of bonds in the place of those which 
| have been lost. 


It imposes no new obligations, 


| but simply provides for carrying out an old one. 





Mr. MAYNARD. 
panying the bill? 

‘The SPEAKER. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 

The report was read. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I would inquire of the 
gentleman from New York whether he has in- 
quired at the Treasury Department to know 
whether the bonds have not been paid, and what 
evidence he has upon that subject? 

Mr. FENTON. I have the certificate of the 


Is there a report accom- 


There is. 
I ask that it may be read. 


. : 1] erviste e Treasury. 
The motion was agreed to; and after some time | Register of the Treasury 


Mr. MAYNARD. What evidence has the 


gentlemen of the loss of these bonds? 


them? 

Mr. FENTON. The certificate of the Regis- 
ter shows that these bonds were issued to the per- 
sons named in the report; and that since the Ist 
of July, 1854, the coupons attached to those cer- 
tificates have not been presented for payment. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Is that the only evidence of 
the loss? 

Mr. FENTON. 


It is not. The loss is estab- 


| lished by the owners who mailed them in Frank- 


fort-on-the-Main to these partiesin New York;and 


| it is established by the evidence that these parties 


in New York never received them. And this is 
confirmed by the Register of the Treasury, inas- 


| much as the certificates with the coupons have 


never been presented for payment of the interest, 
as provided by the act of March, 1848. 

Mr. MAYNARD. In other words the only evi- 
dence of the loss is the testimony of the parties 
who make the application; which is no evidence 
at all. 

Mr. FENTON demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question chem to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was ordered to be en- 


grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed 


it was accordingly read the third time. 


Has he | 
anything more than the mere non-presentation of | 
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f ‘ us ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question saad to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 


[Mr. Ke.ioge] is entitled to the floor upon the 
| special order. 


SOLDIERS’ CEMETERY. 


Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman give way 
amoment? I want to introduce a paper and have 
it printed, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I will this time, 
and then I must insist upon the regular order. 

Mr. DAWES. A few days since 1 introduced 
a resolution calling upon the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs to inquire whether any resolution was 
necessary to secure a decent burial for the dead 
soldiers at the hospital in Alexandria. The cir- 
cumstances which induced me to introduce it were 
such as must be most revolting to every gentle- 
man in this House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
| the gentleman from Massachusetts that there is no 
question before the House. 

Mr. DAWES. [am about to introduce a paper 
| touching the matter. I understand that I have the 
unanimous consent of the House to make a siate- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asked unani- 
mous consent to introduce a paper. 

Mr. DAWES. If the Speaker objects, I will 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to pre- 
sent this paper, and have it printed. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon 
its reception. Is there any objection? The Chair 
hears none. 

The paper was introduced. 


Mr. DAWES. Itis a matter which pertains to 
the Military Committee entirely, and to the sub- 
ject-matter which I was about to bring before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
there must be some proposition before the House 
upon which to speak. 











Mr. DAWES. If any member objects, I ask 
permission of the House. I did not understand 
that any one objected. 

The SPEAKER. Itis the duty of the Chair 
to ask leave of the House before the gentleman is 
allowed to proceed. 

Mr. DAWES. Then let the paper be read. I 
have no desire to make a speech. 

The communication was read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts asks leave to introduce this paper, have 
it referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and have it printed. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I do not object to 
the introduction and reference of this paper; but 
I do not think it contains any matters of fact which 
render it desirable that it should be printed. 

Mr. DAWES. [have no feeling about the mat- 





ter. I thinkif my friend would go down to Alex- 
andria and see the manner in which the soldiers 
are buried there, in the potter’s field, among con- 
victs and negroes, he would not object to some 
action being taken by this House. 

The communication was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


UTAH. 
Mr. BERNHISEL. 


| 
I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois to yield a moment to allow me to introduce 
two resolutions, merely for the purpose of refer- 
ence. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. My good nature 
is overcome once more, and I yield. 

Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolutions; which were 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of making appro 
priations to defray the expense of treaties with the Indians 
in Utah, with a view to the purchase of their lands in that 
Territory ; and that such committee report by bill or other- 


wise. " ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re- 
| quested to inquire into the expediency of constructing & 
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wagon road from Denver, in the Territory of Colorado, to 
Great Salt Lake City, in the Territory of Utah ; and that 
such committee report by bill or otherwise. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM VIRGINIA. 
Mr. WORCESTER. Iam instructed by the 


Committee of Elections to make a report in the 
matter of the right of Charles H. Upton to a seat 
upon this floor as a representative from the sev- 
enth congressional district of Virginia. ae 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iilinois 
[Mr. Kexvoce] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WORCESTER. I hope the gentleman 
from Illinois will yield a moment for this purpose. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I will be through 
myself in a moment. 


WAR CLAIMS BY STATES. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of House bill No, 228, 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to settle and adjust the claims and accounts of 
the several loyal States against the United States | 
for advances made and liabilities incurred for en- 
rolling, subsisting, clothing, supplying, arming, | 
equi ping, paying, and transporung their troops 
cuploved in aiding to suppress the present rebel- 
lion, to be settled upon proper vouchers, to.be filed 
with the proper accounting officer of the Treasury; 


THE CON 





; . . it ~ . . . 
| place is a sinecure, should, it might naturally be believed, || Connecticut, I understand, they pay thirty cents a 


| insure the observance of common integrity in the officer. 


| Certainly the Senate last winter, in confirming the ap- | 


pointment, indulged this belief. 

«“ The facts of which we have made mention are as fol 
lows: the Governor, canal trustee, and quartermaster gen 
eral proceeded to Washington about one month ago, pro- 
fessedly on the military business of the State. Thence the 


canal trustee and quartermaster repaired to Philadelphia, 
| where they entered the clothing market in quest of mili- 


| to make one single remark. 
this bill that $130,000, thus lost to the State of | 


provided, however, the certificate of the Governor, || 


secretary, auditor, and treasurer of such State, un- 
der the seal thereof, shall be deemed and taken ag 
sufficient evidence of the advance and payment or 
liability incurred for the purposes aforesaid, and 
of the kind and quality, and the propriety and ne- | 
cessity of the supplies furnished; and that the 
amount so ascertained to be due each State be paid 
to the Governor thereof, or his duly authorized | 
agent, out of any moneys or funds appropriated 
for that purpose; and provided, further, that the 
Treasury Department may take such further evi- 
dence in the premises as the Department may deem 
proper. | 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. At the request of | 


several members of the House, this bill was post- 


presume that gentlemen have considered the sub- | 
ect. Ido not desire myself to discuss it further, | 
hesiog given my views at the time it was presented | 
to the House; and I therefore move the previous | 
question on the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope my colleague | 
will not press the previous question. I have looked 
into this matter carefully, and though I have a 
great desire to go for the bill to gratify my col- | 
league, | am satisfied that it is wrong, and must | 
therefore oppose it. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 


I will hear the | 


gentleman; but I shall retain the floor for the pur- || 


pose of moving the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ihave examined this 
bill with a great deal of care, and with a desire to 
come to the conclusion that I ought to support it; 


but | have unwillingly determined that it would be | 


wrong for me to vote forit. In some of the States 
they pay sixty cents per ration per day. The 
Government will be bound under this bill to pay 
that amount. In our own State they have con- 
tracted « debt for property not yet delivered to an 
amount little less than a million of dollars, and for 
which property they have no use. I want these 
men in our State, and everywhere else, brought to 
public judgment. 


Mr. HOLMAN. For the purpose of illustra- 
ting the operation of this bill, not only with refer- 
ence to the State of Illinois, but many other States 
of the Union, I desire to have read a pomgrenh 
from a paper of the first character in the North- 
west, 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘* A Scandalous Case of Fraud. 


** Gigantic as the official fraud and corruption in the eon- 
duct of the war have been, we yet fear that the half has not 
been told; and we fear that nowhere has there been fraud 
and corruption more shameful than in the administration of 
this State. 

“In this latter connection, certain facts have come to us 
involving Governor Yates and Canal Trustee Cassell di- 
rectly, and the State quartermaster genera to some extent 
certainly, which facts we deem it our duty to make public 
in advance of official investigation ; first, because the dis- 
closure will stimulate official investigation ; and second, 
because it is due to the people of Illinois that disclosure 
should be made at the earliest possible moment. 

* Cassell is the appointee of Governor Yates, in place of 
one Ray, an editor, we are informed, of a Republican paper 
in some of the State, who formerly enjoyed the sine- 
cure, salary is $2,500, which, considering that the 








| 


tary supplies. Before any purchases were made, however— 
at least such appears to be the case—the quartermaster re- 
turned to Springfield, leaving with Cassell a carte blanche to 
make the purchases. Cassell did make purchases, amount- 
ing in the aggregate to more than seven hundred thousand 


dollars, for which the faith of the State was pledged. All | 
this, let it be remembered, was after the l6th of December, | 


at which date the War Department at Washington notified 
the State of its readiness to supply the Iinois troops in the 
field, and requested the latter to desist from incurring fur- 
ther expense on that account. 


* Cassell returned to Washington, where Governor Yates | 


yet remained, and reported to him the facts of his negotia 
tions. 


contract on behalf of the United States. General Meigs at 


first refused to have anything to do with the transaction, | 


but finally so far yielded to the Governor’s importunities as 
to engage to take the goods off the hands of the State at the 
same prices which the War Department was paying for the 


like articles, leaving the difference to be paid by the State. | 


The difference amounted to $130,000 !""—Chicago Times. 


Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman will allow me 


Illinois by this operation, if these facts are true, 
would come out of the Treasury of the United 
States; and I could mention a hundred other in- 
stances of the same kind. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The correct doctrine 
upon this subjectis, thatthe War Departmentalone 
shall fix the price for each and every article fur- 
nished by the State for the use of the troops, so 
that exact justice may be meted out to all. 


either through negligence or fraud, then the burden 
should fall not upon the country atlarge, but upon 
the people who have intrusted their matters to 


reckless or corruptagents. I fear thatin the State | 
of Illinois the entire tribe of State officials have | 


pow until to-day. The bill has been printed, and || engaged in plundering the public Treasury. 


The constitutional convention now in session at 
Springfield, in thatState, have revealed the fact that 
the State officers there have expended $2,500,000 
more in equipping the troops than the Legislature 
of the State appropriated or authorized to be ex- 
pended for this purpose. 

The committee to investigate Government con- 


| tracts have made no comment upon the fact that 


John Woods, the quartermaster general of [llinois, 
is himself the contractor for furnishing hay and 
beef to the United States, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to hundreds of thousands of dollars. 


this one seems to have appalled investigation by 
its magnitude. While in the city of St. Louis, 


Quartermaster McKinstry could have purchased | 
hay at twelve dollars per ton, or perhaps less, he | 
buys it of this John Woods, quartermaster gen- | 
eral of Illinois, in almost fabulous quantities, and | 


pays for it eighteen dollars per ton. And this is 
called, in these oe honesty. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I read the act passed at the 


last session of Congress. God knows that it is 


broad enough—that it covers ground enough. We | 
have opened the doors to all the thieves on the | 


I did not help | 


earth to plunder this Government. 
to do it all; but I presume I did my part of the 
wrong. On the 27th of July we passed this act: 


“That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, || 
directed, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise || 
appropriated, to pay to the Governor of any State, or to his || 


duly authorized agents, the costs, charges, and expenses 
properly incurred by such State for enrolling, subsisting, 


clothing, supplying, arming, equipping, paying, and trans- | 
porting its troops employed in aiding to suppress the pres- | 


ent insurrection against the United States, to be settled 
upon proper vouchers, to be filed and passed upon by the 
proper accounting officers of the Treasury.”’ 

Is not that broad enough, Mr. Speaker? Do 
you want to hold out any more inducements to 
plunder the Treasury than you have already held 
out? Why, sir, they can plunder the Treasury 
at every point in it, and they are plundering it 
to-day. 

Now, sir, seventeen cents a day is enough to 
support a man in the field in our part of the coun- 
try; while the Governor of Ohio, or some other 
officer in that State—probably I am mistaken in 
saying the Governor—has paid sixty cents a day 
for the subsistence of troops. In New York and 
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The Governor at once visited Quartermaster Gen- | 
| eral Meigs, and sought to induce him to assume Cassell’s | 


I submit that under | 


If, in | 
any State too much has been paid for any article, 


They | 
dilate at length upon the comparatively petty theft | 
of five or six hundred dollars in some cases; but | 
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day. Inthe Mexican war twenty-two cents a day 
was the cost entire for a ration per man; and that 
is the highest price that was ever paid in our whole 
history. What monstrous frauds have been per- 
petrated upon this Government! Here was sixty 
cents per ration paid in one State, and thirty cents 
in another. If you let it out at private contract, 
fourteen cents a day is all thatit costs you to sup- 
port your men in the State of Illinois; and seven- 
teen cents is enough anywhere on this continent. 

Sir, I would bring all these men to public trial. 
I have expressed heretofore, and I express now, 
the opinion that we are in more danger from these 
thieves than we are from the rebels. They are 
plundering the Treasury at every point. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to say another thing. 
The whole expenses of this Army ought to 
$410,000,000 a year. Five hundred dollars ought 
to supporteach infantry soldier—pay, transporta- 
tion, arms, clothing, and subsistence, with the pa 
of all officers, chaplains included—and they, 5 
think, are the most useless thing they have got in 
the Army. [Laughter.] You have five hundred 
thoosand infantry soldiers, and $250,000,000 per 
| annum ought to pay their expenses. You have 
eighty-three thousand cavalry—§1,000 per man 
ought to pay their expenses, and that includes a 
remount. I do not think they ought to be re- 
mounted myself. I would unhorse about half of 
them. Twelve hundred dollars per man would pay 
| for your artillery. Thatincludes arms, ammuni- 
tion, officers, and everything in the world. I have 
talked about cavalry and infantry, and have said 
nothing very kind about either, but I want to say 
a kind word about the artillery, This war has to 
be fought with artillery—that is the great arm— 
and infantry; and when I talk about infantry, I 
want to give my judgment about it. You heara 
great deal of talk about their wanting this arm and 
that arm and the other arm. I think that is all 
| waste of ammunition myself. I think you ought 
to teach them to fight with the bayonet. Unless 
| you bring your troops up to fight with the bayo- 
net you cannot fight with them atall. They tell 
| me that it would take twelve years. I know bet- 
|| ter than that. 

Now, this war has to be fought by pluck, by 
courage. We must not underestimate our oppo- 
nents. When a man puts on his uniform he puts 
it on to be worn until death, if necessary; and if 
he falls, why it is his share of the battle. We 
must impress the idea upon our people that we 
have got to fight this war by pluck; that we have 
got to maintain this Government by pluck, by 
courage, by energy, and by a disposition to la 
down our lives; and until you can impress this 
idea upon your generals and upon your officere 
and men, it is impossible that you can win any 
victories, 

Now, I want to say another thing. I do not 
demagogue very much. I am not rie salaries. 
|| Ido not run in that line at all. I am very sorry to 
say that, in this respect, I stand almost alone. I 
started out in early life for high salaries. I would 
| not even reduce the salaries of members of Con- 
| gress. But 1 will tell you what you have got to 
| do: you have got to reduce the pay of the officers 
| of your Army. There are too many men id the 
Army fighting for mere pay. I would make them 
fight for something else. hat you have got to 
do, do quickly. Pe will have to court-martial 
mercenary men, from Frémont down. But aside 
from charges of corruption, Frémont ought to be 
court-martialed because he did not sustain Lyon. 
| It was the greatest military blunder ever made in 
this or any other country. I do not talk about 
Mulligan, because there may be some excuse for 
| Frémont in that case. But I tell you, and I tell 
you candidly, that you have got to bring such men 
to court-martial. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Permit me. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If my colleague per- 
mits me to make one more remark, I will quit. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I suppose the gen- 
tleman is talking about this bill. ’ 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am just coming to it. 
Lene 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. It is utterly im- 
possible for us on this side of the House to hear 
| the gentleman. 

r. RICHARDSON. I want only to say one 
other thing. 

Mr. Speaker, we have talked a great deal about 
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infusing courage into our Army. We have heard 


from my colleague [Mr. Lovejsoy] onseveral occa- | 


sions on this subject. He wanits to infuse courage 
into the Army by proclaiming the emancipation 
of the slaves. s he not mistaken about that? 
What did he say in Chicago on the 18th of Oc- 
tober last? He said that our women would go 
down and whip these people; and if they could 
not do it, the Wide Awakes would do it with no 
otherarms than their lanterns. They are notdoing 
it. [Laughter.] They are failing signally. Let 
us not depend upon anything else than the Con- 
stitution, It has made us the greatest people upon 
the face of the earth. We have more material 


wealth than any other nation. New York, Penn- | 


sylvania, and Virginia furnished us with minerals, 


and New England with power enough to manu- | 


facture for the world. ‘The southern States have 
raised cotton enough to supply demands from all 
quarters; and there is the great Northwest, which 
can feed the world. And the Pacific slope, Califor- 
nia particulariy, furnishes enough of the precious 
metals to supply us and the balance of mankind 
with a genuine constitutional currency. Our flag, 
floating on every sea, was always respected; and 
no matter where the citizen stood beneath that 


flag, he knew that under its ample folds he was | 


protected. But, now, you tell him that you want 
to abolitionize all this, and to make us a miser- 
able, contemptible, petty Power, subject to the 
insult of England and every other nation. 
us stop this. Let us go back to where our fathers 
stood when they made this Government great and 
oowerful. 
ies the decision of this matter. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I must admonish 
my friend that he has now occupied my time, and 
1 think he will admit that I have been fair to him. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I yield the floor in- 
stantly. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I regret that m 
colleague has not had ample time, but I think it 
always fair to divide. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Iam very much obliged 
to my colleague, but I should have liked to have 
five minutes more. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman from Illi- 
nois yicld to me a moment? 

Mr. KELLOGG of Illinois. 
to the remarks of my colleaguc. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman give me 
an opportunity to offer an amendment? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I will; andI doubt 


Let | 


| implore my friends to pause. They | 


I desire to reply | 


not thatin twenty or thirty minutes from this time | 
the House will be ready to vote on this bill, and | 


that there will hardly be an objection to it. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope my friend will allow me 
to say « word on this bill before he moves the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. PORTER. I ask the gentleman from Illi- 
nois whether he will allow amendments to be 
offered ? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I design to do so. 
My colleague is opposed to this bill, and has said 
something about the bill, but very little. What 
he did say about it is, as well as I recollect, that 
he thought the bill was wrong. But it has been 


made the occasion of very considerable attack on | 
certain gentlemen in the State of Illinois. I desire || 


to say that in framing this bill I had no intention 
of aiding any man, any officer, any set of officers; 
and I do not believe my colleague would charge 
that upon me. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. No, sir; I disclaim that 


utterly, absolutely, at once. I do not believe that | 


my Schemes would do a thing of that sort. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. There will be no 
issue between us. My colleague says that Gov- 
ernor Yates is an honorable man. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. That is my opinion. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. M3 colleague 
knows that I understand him to believe so; he 
knows that I believe so; and I know thatthe coun- 
try believes so. He has great credit, and justly 
so, for the energy he has manifested in the exec- 


| 


| 





utive department of our State, in aiding to raise, | 


in a hurried manner, an army to crush this devil- 
ish and hellish rebellion. The State of Illinois, 
irrespective of political parties, cabals, or intrigues, 
has furnished. as appears by the report of the 
Secretary of War, over eighty thousand men, anil 
put them in the field. It was necessary that ex- 
traordinery efforts should be made to furnish sup- 
plies, and, to some extent, to equip these men for 


| fair dealing. 
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service; and I should be surprised if, in er 
un- | 


sure of the times, in the extraordinary an 
natural necessities of the States and General Gov- 
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clothed, well provided, and sent to the service of 
the country. It was from high patriotic motives 
| I joined in that resolution. 


ernment, there was not some improvidence shown | 


—I helieve there has been as little in our State as 
in any State of the Union. 
that while we have expert thieves in Illinois, 
believes they have cali less there than in any 
other State. His pride of State induces him to rise 
above the attack made on particular persons, and 
to declare that we have stolen less in IJinois than 
in any other State. 


compliment to the people of other States. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
permit, I will qualify it. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I think the gen- 
tleman can hardly put it better than he has done. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think they steal out 
there, to the best of their ability, all but Yates. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I never before 
knew a **sucker’’ who would not contend that 
we could do anything and everything as well, or 
better, than any other people. The modesty of 
my colleague is greater this morning than I ever 
khew it to be before. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. lacknowledge thecorn 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. My colleague 
acknowledges the soft impeachment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. No; itis the ‘‘ corn” 
he acknowledges. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. My friend on the 
left corrects my mode of expression. He says my 
colleague acknowledges the ** corn.’? Thats just 
as well, perhaps better, for western gentlemen. 

_ [Laughter.}] My colleague makes an attack on 
' Quartermaster Wood. Ido not rise here to de- 
| fend Governor Wood because he is my friend, but 
as an act of justice; for I can say truthfully that, 
olitically, Mr. Wood and myself, though having 
Solenael to the same party, do not very much 
agree. It was unfortunately my duty, not long 
since, to differ with him on this floor in arude and 
rough manner. I regretted it then; but so it was. 
I mention this merely to show that in what I say 
Tam notactuated by the feeling which sometimes 
prompts us to speak overkindly of a personal 
friend. Butitis ies in justice to say of Governor 
Wood, of Illinois—a man who has lived there for 
nearly half a century—that it is the first time in 
my life that I ever heard his honesty impeached 
in the slightest manner. If there is a man in Illi- 
nois, or in the United States, who has sustained 
a well-earned character for high-toned honesty, it 

| is old John Wood, of Quincy. And I am sur- 
prised, I am mortified, | am astounded that this 


dishonest man, then, so help me God, I lose con- 
fidence in my kind. He may have stolen—I do 
not believe it. 
believe it. The people of my State do not believe 
it. He may have been overreached; he may have 
been imprudent; but that he is an honest man I 


|| believe as I believe I stand here now addressing 


| the House of Representatives. The other State 
| officers have been charged with peculation and 
fraud. If Jesse K. Dubois, the auditor of Illinois, 
is to be charged asa dishonest man, | should like 
| his accusers to point out one instance of his dis- 


|| honesty. I never heard sucha charge against him 


before; and yet he has spent all his life in the State 
| of Illinois. He may be dishonest, but I never 
heard of it before; and I am astounded when he, 
| too, is charged in a general manner with being 
| dishonest. 

I cannot now stop to speak of every man in- 
| cluded in this wholesale charge of dishonesty and 
| fraud. It is a charge which should be sustained 
| by some kind of proof. I believe them to be gen- 
| tlemen of irreproachable character for honesty and 
It is said that the State of Illinois 
has purchased over a million’s worth of clothin 
| that was not ener zen? 5 If my colleague had 
| known the facts he wou'd not have made this mis- 
representation. I do not charge intentional mis- 
representation upon hirn, only that he is mistaken 
in hisconclusions. After this rebellion broke out, 
and when our troops wanted clothing, the State 
officers of Illinois came to the resolution that what- 
ever might be the action of the Government, 
whether it ever paid a doilar or not, whether the 
credit of the State should be sunk or not, so lon 
as they had the power, the troops should be we 





My colleague _ 


e | 


That is quite a compliment | 
after the general attack made; but not much ofa |! 


If my colleague will | 


man is charged here as being a villain. If he is a | 


He may be dishonest—I do not | 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate of the 

United States, by Mr. Forney, its Secretary, 

_ notifying the House that the Senate had passed a 

joint resolution (No. 41) in relation to allotment 

| certificates of pay to persons held as prisoners of 
|| war in the so-called confederate States; and 

An act (No. 80) to amend ‘* An act to incorpo- 
rate the Columbia Institution for the instruction 
| of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind,” and to 
| make appropriations for the benefit thereof; in 
|| which he was directed to ask the concurrence of 
the House. 

Also, that the Senate had disagreed to the amend- 
ment of the House to the amendment of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. No. 165) making appropri- 
ations for completing the defenses of Washington. 


WAR CLAIMS OF STATES—AGAIN. 


| Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I said that the 
State of Illinois was resolved to see that the sol- 
diers of that State were clothed, and well clothed. 
I state that I so advised, not the State officers, but 
| when the policy was suggested, I said to my 
| neighbors that it was right. I say here to-day 
that it was right. 
|| It has been said that we furnished more cloth 
ing than was necessary. Mr. Speaker, the facts 
are ina nutshell, and I am happy to have it in my 
power to-day to state them to the House. In re- 
ply to that most foul, slanderous charge that comes 
rere from the press, read at the Clerk’s table, all 
| saturated with slander, green, slimy, and reeking 
| with that falsehood and abuse that a debauched 
| press frequently pours out upon men who are 
| standing by our country, standing by the oath 
| they have taken to sustain the Government and 
Constitution, | have nothing to say. I leave it to 
its own condemnation. I have great regard for 
the press. I would to God that it was not de- 
bauched and demoralized. I hope there never 
| may be a necessity for a censorship of the press. 
|| But in Heaven’s name, is there to be no shield 
| from these insidious and vile attacks made by 
| public prints upon officers who are, in these try- 
| ing times, when the nation trembles, and good 
| men, men of honesty and high character, fear for 
| its safety—is there, I say, to be no shield or safety 
| for them from attacks most devilish in their char- 
acter? 
|| What, sir, are the facts about this charge? We 
| contracted largely for our troops. We sent large 
|| supplies of clothing to Missouri for soldiers who 
‘| were sick—for soldiers who were suffering for 
clothing. They took from our storehouse—from 
our quartermaster—clothing, and put it upon the 
backs and upon the feet of soldiers who were not 
raised by ourState. The general commanding of 
the western division over and over again sent re- 
quisitions to the State of Illinois to our State quar- 
termaster for supplies to save the Army from 
suffering, for it was in many instances barefoot, a 
disgrace to the nation. They were without proper 
clothing; and when it is known that my country- 
men are in that condition—that soldiers, some of 








whom are from my own State, are thus suffering 
—I will not stick and quibble about the price of a 
coat to my brother, my neighbor, my friend, in the 





service of the country And the politician who 
will make capital out of that condition of things, 
is at liberty to make all out of ithecan. He isat 
liberty to reap all the political advantage he ca 
derive from his efforts in the cause of attacking 
men who are endeavoring to provide proper cloth- 
ing to the Army. 

Well, sir, after a time, the Government of the 
United States passed an order that where States 
furnished supplies the commanding officers should 
turn over the supplies so furnished to the troops 
of the State furnishing them. I aided in obtain- 
ing the passage of that order, because requisitions 
had been made upon the quartermaster of ow! 
State for clothing, and when it came within the 
lines was appropriated for the use of troops no! 
from the State of Illinois. 

Then, as winter approached, it was thought 

roper to increase our supplies. Quartermaster 

ood, who has been assailed here to-day, made 
out a statement of the approximate amount of 
clothing that would be necessary for our ow! 
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troops. He came to Washington, and instead of 

oing into the clothing market he went to the 
i maaiies General of the United States—he 
went to General Meigs, and conferred with him 
upon the subject of the purchase of clothing. 
General Meigs gave him letters of recommenda- 














tion to the quartermasters of the General Govern- | 


ment in the city of Philadelphia, and I think also 
in New York, directing them to give him such 
aid, such advice, and such facilities in buying 
clothing as was in their power, 

That, sir, is the truth in relation to this matter, 
and that puts to the blush the statement that we 
attempted to furnish our troops with clothing 
against the wish of the General Government. He 
went on, and did contract there, as has been stated, 
for furnishing a large amount of clothing. He 
did contract for good clothing by his agent, I be- 
lieve, and the complaint has been made that he 
agreed to pay too high a price for this clothiag— 
more than the Government was willing to pay. 
In the mean time, before this clothing was received 
—perhaps before the contract for this clothing had 
been finally closed—the United States quarter- 
master at Springfield, as I understand, advised the 
State officers that he would furnish clothing for 
the Illinois troops. The Governor of Illinois, so 


report says, so [ am informed, replied that ‘* we | 


propose to furnish clothing to our troops until we 
see that the Government will supply them, and we 








marks have extended more than | intended; and | 
I will shortly conclude what I have to say. I have | 


been told by very high authority, since this dis- 
cussion has been going on, that unless some action 
is taken like this a settlement between the States 
and the Government will not be reached in twen- 
ty-five years. It is for the purpose of facilitating 
a speedy settlement that I have peeeoeee this bill. 
It is a plain bill. It follows substantially the bill 
of last session. And, sir, although the other day 
I stated the necessity for this additional legisla- 
tion, yet my colleague seems to have forgotten it. 
He has declared that the law of the last session is 
ample for all of these cases. 

Let me once more repeat, that the Secretary of 
the Treasury has decided that the law of the last 
session only applies to supplies furnished up to 
the time of its passage. Hence there is a neces- 
sity for the passage of this bill. It is necessary 


' to pass some measure like this to facilitate the 


have clothed them well,’’? The Governor insisted || 
upon compliance with the spirit of the terms of 


the general order that I have referred to. And I 
here assert that [am informed—and I have no 
doubt it is true—that the Secretary of War, the 
War Department, the Government of the United 


States, never did indicate to the State of Illinois | 


or its officers that they desired to furnish the II- 
linois troops with clothing. 
contract was made for clothing of the very best 
quality that has gone into the western army. I 


who knows very well the quality of clothing fur- 


It is true thata large || 


nished, will say that it was of the very best qual- | 


ity furnished to that department. 

Mr. SHANKS. Among the best. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. He says it was 
among the best. 
poor clothing. We wanted the very best clothing, 
and were willing to pay for it a fair price. Iam 
glad my eye rested upon the gentleman, for he 
has been connected with the military department 


Sir, we did not want to pay for || 


of the West, and knows that all the clothing fur- | 


nished by the State of Illinois was of superior 
quality. 


Now, sir, that is all of thiscase. Let me reply 


to one other remark of my colleague, {Mr. Ricn- | 
ARDSON,] that the convention was trying to over- | 


haul the State officers, and bring their iniquity to 
light. Sir, he does know—I think all of my col- 
leagues know—that Governor Yates, when the 
imputation was made upon him, courted investi- 
gation. He courts it to-day; and to facilitate their 
labors, our State officers have made their reports 
to this convention; and if certain gentlemen in that 
convention are engaged in smelling out some cause 
of offense against those who have done the very 
best they could, I care nothing for it. Butif my 
friend or my neighbor has swindled this Govern- 
ment out of a cent, I would send him from the 
nation, or send him anywhere his enemies might 
desire him to go. ; 

Mr. OLIN. If the gentleman will permit me, 
I wish simply to inquire whether the gentleman 
proposes to close debate upon this bill, and call 
the previous question, and cut off all amendments, 
after he has closed his speech. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I have said that 
I propose that a vote shall be taken upon all the 
amendments that gentleman desire to propose to 
this bill. I do not care much whether the bill 
passes or not. If there is any good objection to it, 
itoughi to fail. Lhaveno feelingabiout this matter, 
and if gentlemen will pardon me, I will give them 
all the opportunity I have in my power, without 
losing my right to the floor. My time, however, 
will expire in a few minutes. I was saying that 


I care nothing about the passage of this bill, so | 


far as I am individually concerned. If gentlemen | 


can find corruptions in the conduct of any officers, 
I trust in God they will bring them to light. Now, 
sir, what is this bill against which something has 

n said, but in realit 


I have been so much interrupted that my re- 


| door for all sorts of fraud. 


accounts between the loyal States and the Gen- 
eral Government. What does this bill propose? 
It proposes that the General Government, or the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the General Gov- 
ernment, shall settle with the States upon proper 
vouchers furnished. It proposes that the certifi- 
cate of the State officers shall be evidence (the 





word ‘sufficient’? being stricken out) that the | 


States made an advance in money; second, the 
character and kind of supplies furnished; and 
thirdly, as to the necessity of the character and 
kind of supplies furnished. That is all that this 
bill proposes. It is all the evidence for which the 
certificates of the State officers shall be taken. 
Nothing more, sir. Yet I am continually met 
with the proposition that this bill will open a wide 
We have been told 


| that rations have been furnished from seventeen 


cents to sixty cents each, and that this bill will 
compel us to pay sixty cents for every ration fur- 


| nished by all the States. 
am certain that my friend who sits before me, and || 


Now, sir, this bill does not change the law re- 


| specting the proof in reference to the value of the 
| articles furnished. It does not require, or indicate 
| to the Treasury, that it shall pay any price; but 


it leaves the question, as it has always been left, 
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Mr. HOLMAN, I ask the gentleman to yield 
me the floor to offer an amendment. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Llinois. I willif the gen- 
tleman will promise to call for the previous ques- 
tion when his amendment is before the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will renew the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING., Is the previous 
question withdrawn only for the purpose of offer- 


I withdraw the 


| lug amendments, and not for the purpose of de- 
| bate? 


Mr.STEVENS. Letus postpone this bill and 
go to some other business. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Hlinois. I want this bill 
acted on to-day, and I shall oppose its postpone- 
ment any further, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
latter part of the bill, 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 
unless it is an amendment to the amendment of 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out the word 
‘‘take,’’ in the amendment of the committee, and 
to insert in lieu thereof the word * require;’’ and 


I offer an amendment to the 


| to add the following proviso: 


Provided, That such testimony shall be furnished by the 


| State asserting such claim under such rules and regulations 


|| asthe Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, which rules 


to the proper Department to ascertain the real | 


value of the articles furnished by the States. The 
bill only makes the certificates of the officers of 
the State proof of what was paid, leaving the Gov- 


| ernment to say whether the States paid too much 


or too little. That is left an open question. There 
has to be shown that there wasa necessity for the 
articles furnished. This the bill proves may be 
shown by the certificate of the State officers. But 


| there is an amendment of the committee that pro- 


_any State to get more than is its due. If any gen- || 


vides that the Secretary of the Treasury may re- 
quire further proof if necessary. 
estoppel upon any inquiry in relation to the ne- 
cessity for the supplies furnished, and the kind of 
supplies furnished. Now, in Heaven’s name, in 
common honesty, how does this bill open the door 
for fraud? How will it permit the Government 
to be swindled? I think that it will not permit 


tleman, however, will satisfy me that this bill does 
open the door for fraud against the General Gov- 
ernment, I will vote against it myself. I am will- 
ing that gentlemen shall move whatever amend- 
ments they may desire. 

But I ask the House to pass some bili that will 


| require the Secretary of the Treasury to settle 


I want a speedy settlement when the facts are all | 
known, and not to leave these claims to a later | 


day when there will be greater danger of frauds || 


creeping into them. Let these claims be at once 
settled and the Government will be the gainer. 

I now propose to close this debate. [ will per- 
mit gentlemen, however, to offer any amendments 
that they may desire. 

Mr. OLIN. Has not the Secretary of War the 


power under the law at this time to settle all of 
these claims? 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Some—not all; 
but the gentleman well knows the great difficulty 
and in many cases the impossibility of their set- 
tlement under the present regulations of the quar- 
termaster’s department. I prefer a settlement at 


| once with the Secretary of the Treasury. | think 


very little has been said? || 


| that this is a fair proposition, and I hope that it 


will be adopted. I call for the previous question. 
I do this to close debate, and not for the purpose 
of cutting off amendments, 


shall only apply to the State having claims against the Gov- 
ernment. And rules of adjustment shall be, as far as may 


| be, of uniform application. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I would accept 
that amendment if | had the power. I hope that 
it will be adopted. 

Mr. DUNN. I am entirely satisfied with the 
amendment of my colleague. I hope that the 
House will promptly pass this bill. I know that 
injustice may be done to the Government under 


| this bill, and I know that we cannot pass any law, 


either public or private, under which some injustice 
may not be done. But, sir, unless we pass this 
bill, or something of the same kind, great injustice 
will be done to the patriotic States of the Union. 
I can speak for the State of Indiana, of which I 
am one of the Representatives upon this floor. 
That State has advanced largely to the General 
Government. When the war broke out she ad- 
vanced men, mee ee nee stores,and 
provisions—every thing, indeed, the General Gov- 
ernment needed, as promptly as she could do it, 


| trusting to be remunerated by the Government as 


soon as possible, and not to have the settlement 


| restricted by the strict Army regulations provided 
| for an army of a few thousand men, which will 
| make it entirely impossible for the States to get 


There is no || 


their just accounts allowed, Under that system, 
it is well said that it would take twenty-five years 
toadjustand settle the accounts of the States, if they 


| could ever be settled, for supplies furnished to the 


Government since this war commenced. In the 
mean time, too, we are asked to pay heavy taxes in 


| order to defray the current expenses of the Gov- 


| and proper. 


_ nized by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
| great confidence in the Secretary of the Treasury, 


with the States upon some reasonable vouchers. || and do not doubt that he will place such safe- 


ernment. I'shall vote any tax necessary for that 
purpose, but at the same time I wish to give the 
States the opportunity of settling promptly their 
accounts with the General Government. 

There is nothing in the bill which is not just 
Such cases as have been referred to 
by the gentleman from Illinois should be scruti- 
L have 


guards as are proper and necessary under this bill 
to prevent the General Government from being 
imposed upon. I know that many of those ac- 
counts are perfectly outrageous. I know that 
while the people of this country are patriotically 
pouring out their blood and treasure, the pilferers 
and thieves have been busy in every place where 
they could rob the State and national treasuries. 
I think this bill gives the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury such power as is necessary to scrutinize these 
accounts. It does not take the accounts of the 


| States as conclusive upon the Government at all. 


It simply says they shall be evidence, not con- 
clusive evidence; and the amendment introduced 
by my colleague [Mr. Hotman] makes it the 
duty of the Secretary to require additional proof, 
roth as he thinks proper and necessary. If we 
cannot trust the Secretary of the Treasury in this 
matter, why have we him there? One man, with 
a good head, is better to manage this matter than 

of us together. I would rather trust the Sec- 
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retary of the Treasury, honest and competent as || 
I believe him to be, to see the proper safeguards 
thrown around this matter, than undertake to put |! 
additional restrictions upon the matter in this |, 
House in the hurried manner in which we do busi- || 
ness. If we do not pass this bill, great injustice || 
will be done to the States which have come for- | 
ward most promptly to the relief of the General |, 
Government inthis great emergency. If we throw 
embarrassments around this bill, what will be the 
result? Here will be States beleaguering the Gen- || 
eral Government fora quarter of acentury for the 
settlement of these accounts. Let us open the 
way to the settlement of these accounts while the || 
proof can be had for or against their justice. | 
Mr. PORTER. Wiil my colleague who has || 
the floor yield, to allow me to offeran amendment? |! 
Mr. HOLMAN. Iam willing to give way to || 
hear any amendments proposed to the bill. 
Mr. PORTER. I offer the following proviso, || 
to be added at the end of the bill: 
ns That every such certificate of the Gov- || 


ernor, nuditor, and treasurer of a State as aforesaid, shall 
be under oath. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
my amendment, 

Mr. EDWARDS. Will the gentleman yield 
to me? 

Mr. HOLMAN. For a moment only. | 

Mr. PORTER _I wish to say in reference to 
the amendment I offered, that we ought to provide 
against negligentorrecklesscertificates. The Gov- 
ernor, treasurer, and auditor of a State ought not || 
to be allowed to certify to anything which they do || 
not know, and in order to insure that they know |! 
what they certify to be true, I have offered the | 
amendment; and I think we ought to have the 
further safeguard of a prosecution for perjury if 


I accept that amendment to || 


the affidavit to the certificate is false. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I propose to offer some 
amendments to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
no furtheramendments can be recieved unless they 
are accepted by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 
for information. 

The SPEAKER. They will be read, if there 
is no objection. The Chair would suggest to the 
gentleman from Indiana, that the amendment can 
be disposed of by calling the previous question 
upon it. | 

Mr. HOLMAN. I had designed to make that 
motion. I will state that I regard this bill as one 
of the most important which we will be called 
upon to consider. There must be forty or fifty 
millions of dollars already accrued which will be 
settled according to the terms of this bill. There 
has been great inequality in the various States of 
the Union as to the mode of purchases, as to the 
extent of purchases, and these, as well as many 
other things must enter into the determination of 
the amount which the Government ought to pay. 
Therefore, it seems desirable that this bill should 
be made as perfect as circumstances will admit of. 

It is manifest, that for the adjustment of these 
claims a bill of this character must be passed. I 
have seen no substitute which would accomplish 
the object more effectually than this bill, as it is 
oe ey to be amended. For the purpose of 
enabling gentlemen to suggest any amendments 
which may tend to the perfection of the bill, I 
desire, if 1 have the right, to yield to the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire, (Mr. Epwarps,]| to 
hear his amendment read. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I ask that my amendment 
may be read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In line six, strike out the words “ liabilities incurred,”’ 
and in line fourteen strike out * or liabilities incurred.” 

Mr. EDWARDS. With the permission of the 
gentleman, I desire to say one word in reference 
to the purpose of the amendments. It seems to 
me that we ought not to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make allowances to States for 
liabilities incurred before payment by the States; 
that such a course would open the door to an im- 
mense amount of claims, which may be persisted 
in or not by the States, and which may be subse- 

uently paid or not, as they may be able to draw 
the money from the Treasury of the General Gov- 
ernment. Jn practice, in all the States, where 
allowances are to be made by one jurisdiction for 
expenditures for another jurisdiction, they re- 
quire evidence of payment, and not the mere pos- 


l ask that they may be read 


| Hampshire roposes an an amendment, to strike 
| out the words “liability incurred ’’ wherever they 


| particular! 


| previous 
P 


sibility of liability. The object of these amend- 
ments—and I trust the bill will not be adopted 
without them—is to restrict the States to allow- 
ances for actual payments on vouchers presented 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana to yield to me. 

Mr. HOLMAN. For what purpose? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. For the purpose 
of opposing the bill, with or without amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from New 


occur. I understand that such amendments are 
not in order; but I suppose the House is fully 
informed of the character of this measure, and of 
the necessity of passing a measure of this charac- 
ter in some shape or form, and of all the amend- 
ments which have yet been suggested for the con- 
sideration of the cca. and therefore I will call 
the previous question upon the amendment pend- 


ing. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, I rise to a ques- 


| tion of order. 


I do it for the purpose of enabling 
me to state that the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 


| Ketioce,] who at that time had control of the 


floor, withdrew the previous question, as I under- 
stood, upon the express understanding that op- 
portunity should be afforded to gentlemen, and 
to me, to comment upon this bill. 
And I submit to the gentleman from Indiana, 
having taken the floor upon that understanding, 
if it is exactly gracious in him to insist upon the 
uestion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 

oint of order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Indiana to allow me to make one sug- 
gestion. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I wish to offer an 
amendment to the amendment, which I think the 
gentleman from Indiana will accept. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Is a motion in 
order to lay upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Then I move to 
lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I call for the yeas 


and nays upon that. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I rise to a question 
of order. Itis that my colleague [Mr. Hotman] 
is on the floor, and no gentleman has the privilege 
of the floor to make a motion to lay upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I ask my colleague 
to yield to hear my amendment read. 

r. OLIN. I object to the gentleman yielding 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I hope my colleague 
will accept my amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will yield for the purpose 
of hearing the amendment read. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I object to the 
gentleman yielding the floor, unless he yields it 
absolutely. 

The SPEAKER. Then the only way in which 
the amendment can be read is by the gentleman 
from Indiana reading it himself. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust the time of the House 
will not be much further occupied by me in con- 
nection with this bill, important as I conceive it 
to be. : 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Has the previous 


question been withdrawn? 


Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw it. I hold the 
proposition of my colleague in my hand. It isto 
add to the proviso as it now stands, the following: 

And that the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
shall pass upon the reasonableness of all claims presented 
under the provisions of this act, or the act entitled ** An 
act to indemnify the States for expenses incurred by them 

the defense of the United States,” approved July 27, 1861. 

The object of that amendment is simply to con- 
fer upon the officers of the Treasury the power to 
pass upon the question of reasonableness. I am 
constrained to believe that that amendment will 
do no harm at all, and may result in enabling the 
Secretary of the Treasury to adopt rules which 
may beproductive of great good. I therefore adopt 
it as a modification of my amendment, and I now 
move the previous question. 













the bill u 


and nays. 








Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I move to lay 
n the table. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, demanded the yeas 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I ask the consent of the 


House to propound a question to the Indiana del- 
egation. 


There was no objection. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I received the other day 


a handbill signed by some one in that State un- 
known to me, making serious charges against the 
Executive of Indiana and others, on the subject 
of advances made by that State. 
have all seen it. 


I suppose you 
I would inguire if those state- 
ments are entitled to credit? If they are, I cannot 
vote for this bill. 

Mr. PORTER. I wish to say, in justice to the 
Governor of Indiana, that he has demanded that 
the committee of investigation of this House shall 
go to the capital of that State immediately and 
make inguiry into all these enorgre of corruption; 


and I believe that every one of them is utterly 
baseless. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. Iam glad to hear it. I 
was satisfied that the charges were slanderous, and 
this opinion was formed from the patriotic con- 
duct of this gentleman ever since our troubles com- 
menced; and I am happy thus to be the instrument 
of having the slander denounced in this Hall, and 
a good public officer and a gentleman vindicated. 

7. HOLMAN. The Governor of Indiana has 
pertinaciously invited investigation of the subject, 
from the time the charges were first made. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I must object to 


this. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay 
the bill upon the table; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 85, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Allen, ANey, Ancona, Ashley, 
Goldsmith F. Bailey, Joseph Baily, Baker, Biddle, Blake, 
George H. Browne, William G. Brown, Buffinton, Calvert, 
Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Frederick A. Conkling, Ros- 
coe Conkling, Conway, Corning, Cox, Davis, Dawes, Dele 
ano, Delaplaine, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English 
Fenton, Haight, Hall, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Johnson, 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Mc- 
Kean, McPherson, May, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Mor- 
rill, Morris, Noble, Nugen, Olin, Pendleton, Pérry, Pom- 
eroy, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Richardson, Riddle, 
Edward H. Rollins, James S. Rollins, Sedgwick, Sheffield, 
Sherman, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stevens, 
Train, Trimble, Trowbridge, Upton, Vallandigham, Van 
Vaikenburgh, Verree, Vibbard, Wall, Charles W. Walton, 
E. P. Walton, Ward, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Windom, 
Woodruff, Worcester, and Wright—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Babbitt, Baxter, Bingham, Jacob 
B. Blair, Colfax, Cravens, Crittenden, Dunlap, Dunn, Fes- 
senden, Frank, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Harrison, Hol- 
man, William Kellogg; Knapp, Law, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mc- 
Knight, Maynard, Menzies, ‘Mitchell, Moorhead, Nixon, 
Timothy G. Phelps, Porter, Robinson, Sargent, Shanks, 
Shellabarger, Shiel, Sloan, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, 
Francis Thomas, Wadsworth, Wallace, and Albert 5. 
White—42. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. STEELE, of New York, stated that Mr. 
Sir was still detained from the House by sick- 
ness. 

Mr. OLIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was laid upon the table; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


POSTPONEMENT OF SPECIAL ORDER. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the special order 
—which is the Treasury note bill—be postponed 
until to-morrow. I want to go into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
Army bill. It is very essential that it should be 
passed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, !ts 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had passed 
a bill (No. 136) to provide for the appointment of 
sutlers in the volunteer service, and to define their 
duties; in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. 

CASE OF MR. UPTON. 


Mr. WORCESTER, from the Committce of 
Elections, made a report in the case of CHARLES 


H. Upron, now holding a seat in the House as 
Representative from the seventh district in Vir- 
ginia. 
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The report concludes with the following reso- | 
lution: | 

Resolved, That Charles H. Upton is not entitled to aseat || 
in this House as a Representative of the seventh congres- 
sional district of the State of Virginia. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WORCESTER. I give notice that I will 
call up the report for action this day week. 


EXTENSION OF DEBATE. 


Mr. STEVENS. I think it was the general 
understanding yesterday that the debate on the 
Army bill should be extended for one hour, to ac- 
commodate the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Cox.] 
I therefore move to reconsider the vote by which 
the motion to close debate was adopted. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to extend the time 
allowed for debate one hour. 

Mr. SARGENT. I will ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Waysand Means to extend the 
debate two hours, and I will simply state the rea- 
son for making this request. Every day this week 
{ have been endeavoring to get the floor, in order 
to speak on a matter which particularly interests 
my constituents on the Pacific coast; but I have 
been unable to do so, because other and older mem- 
bers of the House have obtatned it, for the pur- 

ose of discussing the question which has heen so 
much talked about in the House. I ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means to ex- 
tend the time, so as to allow me an opportunity 
to present my views upon the Pacific railroad. 

Mr. STEVENS. I would be very glad to ac- 
commodate the gentleman, butevery day this week 
and last week there have been a number of men 
waiting here who cannot get their pay until the 
Army bill is passed, and I must, therefore, decline. 

The question was taken on Mr. Stevens’s mo- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Homan in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill of the House (No. 209) mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 30, 1863, and additional ap- 
propriations for the year ending June 30, 1862. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that, in accordance || 
with what appeared to be the understanding of | 
the committee last evening, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Cox] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COX. r. Chairman, I obtained the floor 
on yesterday to give a prompt answer to the elab- 
orate attack made by my colleague (Mr. Gunter} 
on General McClellan. I was not unaware that 
my colleague had thus prepared himself. It was | 
bruited about that we were to have a dissertation 
on the conduct of this war which would annihi- 
late its present managers. I wish that my col- 
league could plead the impulse of the moment | 
for his speech; but I give more significance to his 
labored effort because it betokens a plan—and in 
which my colleague plays his réle—to get rid of 
the gallant Major General, in whom repose the 
hopes and the confidence of the people. If his 
speech had been made by a Democrat, it would 
have been said that it was an attempt to aid seces- || 
sion; to cripple our credit at home and our honor || 
abroad; to undermine the popular faith in the 
power of the Government to conquer peace and 
restore the Union. It would have deserved, ac- 
cording to the practice now obsolete, a prison in a 
sea-bound castle. 

I do not understand, nor will I attempt to ana- 
lyze, the motives of my colleague. If I were to 
judge of his intent by the effect of his speech, he 
would discourage the Army in their efforts, and 

the people in their payment of taxes. His speech 
will aid the rebellion, not so much because it was 
spoken by him as because it seems to be a part of 
a plan, outside and inside of this House, to beget 
distrust and sow discord. I do not know, sir, how 
much weight will be attributed to my colleague’s 
military strictures. If his facts are no better than 
his conclusions—and I will demonstrate that || 
neither are correct—his speech will only go for || 
what it is worth—the scolding of an unmilitary 
man. 








i 


| 
| 
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| Dispatch to show the errors our general had com- 


| of it. 


| his plan—as he claimed to know it—to attack the 


| did not approve of the general’s ** nice and precise | 
' adjustment of military affairs’’ before the Army 

| moved. 
| enemy without waiting for orders from Washing- 


| 
l despoil it. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





My colleague began with the cry that generals | 
are nothing; that if any general was me os 
to take him away. He read from the Richmond 


mitted. The article read was so full of slander 
and falsehood that he himself corrected a part 
He charged the Commander-in-Chief with 
causelessly holding back our eager soldiers for 
months. He charged him with denying to them || 
the victory which was in their reach. He said | 
that no man living was fit to command over three 
hundred thousand. 

Mr.GURLEY. I said six hundred thousand. | 

Mr. COX. I have read the gentleman’s speech 
in the Globe,andIam right. He further said that 
it was not only anti-republican and unwise, but 
alarming to the last degree. He found fault with 


enemy’s whole line at once at all points. He said 
this was unwise because it was impossible. He | 


He wanted the Army to overwhelm the 


ton city. He then undertook, by a statement of 
facts as to the affairs at Romney, in Missouri, and | 


| Kentucky, to depreciate the character of that Com- 


mander-in-Chief. He demanded that the Army 
should move at all hazards, unrestrained by a sin- 
gle hand. He thought he saw in the accession 
of Mr. Stanton a streak of sunlight, for he (Mr. 
Stanton) was like brave Ben Wape, of Ohio. He | 


| thought, if we did not move soon, our reputation 


asa military people would about equal that of the | 
Chinese; and then my colleague wound up his | 
speech by the figure of the anaconda, in which he 
tried to be humorous at the expense of General 
Scott, who originated the trope, and finally he | 
was for stirring up the anaconda, even though, like 
the snakes from Tenedos in Virgil, they wound 
their toils around the most sacred of our hopes to | 
crush them forever. This is the analysis of my 
colleague’s speech. 

On the very eve, sir, of the most important move- | 
ments, and when, too, our Army inone section has | 
already given earnest in carrying out successfully 
one part of General McClellan’s scheme, we have 
this most inopportune display of impatience against 
General McClellan. I would rather have heard it 
from any other than an Ohio member. Ohio gave 
McClellan his first commission. I remember to 
have seen him when he came with alacrity to her 
capital to accept this mark of our Governor’s trust. 
How well he repaid the confidence, Western Vir- | 
ginia can answer; and if all his plans there had 
been carried out by subordinates with a vigor equal 
to their wisdom, we would have had less trouble 
and more glory in that campaign. 

As to the advent of the new Secretary of War, 
Mr. Stanton, whom my colleague hailsasa ‘‘streak 
of light’’ in the gloom, I do not believe that he will | 
delight in such hailing, coupled with such railing |) 
at his friend the general. It is too much like the 
“all hail!’’ of the witches to Macbeth. [Laugh- 
ter.] There lurks a sinister object in this congrat- 
ulation. It was intended as a depreciation of 
McClellan; as if the errors and incompetency of || 


} 


| the late Secretary of War ought to be shared by 


the general. I,sir,as much and more sincerely | 


: 
than my colleague, welcome the new Secretary. || 
\| 


His advent is the harbinger of a better day, when | 
the general’s energy can be seconded by the de- |) 





\| sels. 
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My colleague objects to the organization of an 





army with one head. He wants a many-headed 
arrangement, with, I suppose, distracting coun- 
: Utterly unconscious of the absolute neces- 
sity of unity of movement by our armies, under 
one direction, my colleague, to strike at General 
McClellan, would change the military system, 
which has obtained from the time war began or 
armies were levied. My colleague has a military 
wisdom rene all human comprehension. Be- 
cause our Army is large we must, on this logic. 
dispense with its proper organization. -'There is 
the more need of one executive head to so vast an 
array as this Army of half a million. 

My colleague, in this attack upon the general in 
command, meant to attack also the President, or 
he meant nothing. He knew that the President 
was General McClellan’s superior officer; that all 
that McClellan had done or had not done was 
approved by the President. He was, however, 


| gracious enough to say that the President would 


not set up his opinion in military matters in an- 
tagonism to his general-in-chief; and he would no 
doubt, for this, commend the good sense of Mr 
Lincoln, as I do. But if the President in thus act- 
ing was sensible, what sort of sense is it for a 
member of Congress, whose life has been passed, 


| too, in thumping the pulpit desk, [laughter,} and 


whose thoughts have been less upen the eagle 
and more upon the dove, to set up his opinion 
against the skill and education of the genefal in 
command? If it were not bad sense, sir, it would 
be nonsense. Why did not my colleague, if his 
motive was good, go to the President, and with 
his array of maps, telegraphs, facts of omission 
and commission, lay before the President his mili- 
tary conceptions? Why does he have them de- 
livered here, before the nation? Was it to display 
his military erudition? Or was it to gratify what 
he thinks was the popular prejudice and impa- 
tience, to which he would administer, regardless 
of consequences? Why did he not go to General 


| McClellan and verify his facts before he used 


them forthe public disservice ? 

Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman had been a skill- 
ful commander, or had, like the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Roscoe Conkuine,} the humane 
motive for investigating the confessed blunder at 


| Ball’@Bluff, in which many brave men were lost, | 
| could tolerate this mischievous line of debate. 


But, sir, my colleague compels me to examine 
into his merits as a military critic particularly, 
and the propriety of military ‘‘movements”’ here 
in Congress and elsewhere > civilians. My col- 
league will admit that he is nota military man by 


| education, nor asoldier, like Falstaff, on instinct. 


{Laughter.] His profession was that of a gos- 
peler. [Laughter.] His studies do not fit him to 


| discuss martial subjects. We do not go to a black- 


smith to have our watch repaired, nor to a watch- 
maker to have our horse shod. We do not go to 
Carolina for cheese, [laughter,] nor to the West- 
ern Reserve for cotton. I can well imagine how 
a fine scholar,as is my colleague, might, like Beau- 


| mont’s ‘Elder Brother,’’ sit in his study, and 
| mount upon the wings of speculation, and 


* hourly converse 
With kings and emperors, and weigh their counsels, 
Calling their victories, if unjustly got, 
Unto a strict account, and in his fancy 
Detace their ill-placed statues.” 


But, sir, criticism on the art of war, to be val- 


termination and intelligence of an accomplished || uable now, must be backed by specific study and 


civilian and an honest man. 

But my colleague would hurry the Army into | 
a movement now “at all hazards,’’ because for- | 
eign nations may soon interfere. I do not under- | 
stand this logic. 
thing for fear of trouble from abroad. We may 
have foreign war; but this nation should not haz- 
ard its own existence from a servile fear of Eng- 
land or France. If he had beer a Democrat, he 
would not have been so fearful of every move- 
ment abroad. Choate said he loved the old De- 
mocracy, because they had ‘a gay and festive | 
defiance of foreign dictation.’’ 

Mr. GURLEY. That is the party of which I | 
was a member. 

Mr. COX. Then my colleague has been a ren- 
egade to his ancient faith. lam sorry for it. We 
would be unworthy of our fathers and of oarland, 
did we fire our own house over our heads because 
we may fear a neighbor will come some night to | 


He would have us risk every- || 


| experience. What has been the study and expe- 
| rience of my colleague? 

Thecountry was thoroughly disgusted with the 
part Congressmen played at Bull Run. (Laughter 
inthegalleries.} It may be remembered with what 

| jocund levity the Héuse adjourned to go over to 
see our army march upon Richmond. Not one of 
us ever got there, except my friend from New 
York, (Mr. Exy,] (laughter,) who made his exile 
so conspicuously honorable in the use he made of 
it in behalf of his fellow-prisoners. The llouse 
may remember that I opposed the adjournment 
then on the ground that, by going over the river, 
we would only get in the way of the soldiers. It 
turned out that the soldiers got in the way of the 
Congressmen. [Laughter. 


I have a letter, written by a member of this 
House and published in an Ohio paper, which de- 
tails, with graphic accuracy, the part displayed by 
truculent Congressmen on that day. t 

| it read at the Clerk’s table. 


1 will have 
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The Clerk read, as follows: 

“ Just as the dragoons turned back, a ery was raised that 
the Biack Horse, a formidable body of the rebel cavalry, 
(and these were part of them,) were charging upon us, and 
it seemed as if the very devil of panic and cowardice seized 
every mortal soldier, officer, citizen, and teamster. No of. 
ficer tried to rally the soldiers, or do anything, except to 
spring and run towards Centreville. There never was any 


thing like it for causeless, sheer, absolute, absurd coward- | 


ice, or rather panic, on this miserable earth before ! 

** Off they went, one and all ; off down the highway, over 
across fields towards the woods, anywhere, everywhere, to 
escape. 
still in the woods, and so on back to the regiments who had 
just driven off the rebels, I do not know, but think it did 


to a part ot them, for a share of our army seems to have | 


been demoralized, if not broken up. 


‘* Well, the further they ran the more frightened they | 
grew, and aithough we moved on as rapidly as we could, | 


the fugitives passed us by scores. To enable them better 
to run, they threw away their blankets, knapsacks, can- 
- ns, and finally muskets, cartridge-boxes, and everything 
elise, 

‘*We called to them, tried to tel! them there was no 
danger, called them to stop, implored them to stand. We 
called them cowards, denounced them in the most offens- 
ive terms, put out our heavy revolvers, aud threatened to 


shoot them, but all in vain; a cruel, crazy, mad, hopeless || 
panic possessed them, and communicated to everybody | 
The teamsters all turned their | 


about, in front and rear. 
heavy wagons, and lashed their horses to a run, and mixed 
and mingled with a crowd of running footmen, citizens and 


horsemen all raised an obscuring cloud of dust; and thus | 
the dust filled the entire highway (a macadamized turn- |! 
pike) with a heterogeneous mass of flying madmen, intent | 


upon nothing but to escape. 

“The heat was awful, although now about six; the men 
were exhausted—their mouths gaped, their lips cracked 
and blackened with the powder of the cartridges they had 


bitten off in the battle, their eyes starting in frenzy; no | 


mortal ever saw such « mass of ghastly wretches. 


** As we came on, borne along with the mass, unable to | 


go ahend or pause, or draw out of it, with the street blocked 
with flying baggage wagons, before and behind, thundering 
and crashing on, we were every moment exposed to immi- 
nent danger of being upset, or crushed, or of breaking down ; 
and for the first time on this strange day I felt a little sink- 
ing of the heart, and doubt whether we could avoid destruc- 
tion in the immense throng about us; and nothing but the 
remarkable skill of our driver, and the strength of our car- 
riage and endurance of our horses saved us. Another source 
of peril beset us. As we passed the poor demented, ex- 
hausted wretches who could not climb into the high, close 
baggage-wagons, they made frantic efforts to get on to and 
into our carriage. They grasped it everywhere, and goton 
to it, into it, over it, and implored us every way to take 
them on. We had to be rough with them. At first they 
toaded us down to almost a stand still, and we had to push 
them off and throw them out. Finally, Brown and I, with 
a pistol each, kept them out, although one poor devil got 
in in spite of us, and we lugged the infernal coward two 
miles. [ finally opened the door, and he was tumbled out.”’ 
Mr. COX. Now hear what these brave Con- 
gressmen actually did to stay the tide of retreat: 

**'The other side of Centreville we had overtaken Sen- 
ators Wave and CHANDLER, or saw them in the crowd, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, and a Mr. Eaton, of De- 
troit, with whom we were in company much of the way 
afterwards. 

** Wave planted himself with a cocked ‘ Maynard’ in the 
attitude of battle, [laughter;] CHaNDLER with a revolver 
near him; and we placed ourselves—cexcept Morris—by 
them; and all with loud voices commanded one and all to 
halt, or have their brains blown out. 
ehecked them. Many on horseback undertook to dash by, 


and we seized the bridle-reins of their horses and compelled 
them to stop. 


**Seven men staying a crowd maddened and desperate | 
with fear; Wane firm and bold as an old lion; CHANDLER | 
frantically excited, and the rest of our band struggling, com- | 
manding, entreating, and threatening. As For ME, [ acTED | 


JUST AS YOU KNOW I WOULD WHEN THOROUGHLY ROUSED, 


({laughter,] caring for nothing and nobody, and determined, | 


as we all were, that the men should stop there.” 


Mr. GURLEY. I wish toask my colleague— | 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentlemen yield 
to his colleague? 

Mr. COX. Ido not mean to convey the im- 
pression that my colleague wrote it. It is a scrap 
of history, written by a Republican Congressman. 

Mr. GURLEY. I desire to say that | am not 
the author of it. 

Mr. COX. But to the account given in this let- 
ter. It isthis Wane, “ firm and bold,’? whom my 
colleague eulogized as so ** brave,’’ and whe was 


heralded in the New York Tribune as likely to 


succeed the sick and dying McClellan afew weeks | 


since—who was urged by certain parties for the 
post now held by Mr. Stanton, — whose reélec- 
tion to the Senate is so much desired now by a 
faction at home, and who is lugged into this de- 
bate to be glorified here that he may shine at home. 
It is this Wane, with the aid of Caanpiter, who 
**cocked his Maynard in the attitude of battle,”’ 
{laughter,] and helped, with the ‘* calls to order” 
trom the other Congressmen, to stay the maddened 
crowd of fugitives. The people, who have been 
under the impression that the crowd never stopped 
ull they got into Washington, will be now grati- 
fied to learn that the Congressmen won the Bull 


Whether it communicated back to the soldiers | 


Our action instantly | 





|| t€r.] 
I refer to this precious bit of history to show 
how Congressmen fit themselves for military crit- 
| icism. 

My colleague yesterday said he was at Bull Run, 
and made as good a retreat as Sigel. He was 
asked then about the battle of Fredericktown, in 
which he said he was present. 

Mr.GURLEY. 1 did not say I was present at 
that -battle. 

Mr. COX. Very well. He showed in answer 
to the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Ketioce,] 
whose brave brother-in-law fought that fight, that 
he knew nothing about it. My colleague said 
he preferred not to go into ‘* details.’’ I wanted 
|| the details, sir. I needed them to estimate the 
|| military experience of my colleague. If his part 
|| has been asinglorious there as it was at Bull Run, 
‘| I submit that I must be careful how I take his 
conclusions about McClellan. 

There will be, Mr, Chairman, empyrics in med- 
icine, pretenders in religion, pettifoggers in law, 


| 


ment, snobs in society, and we must not be sur- 
prised at military wiseacres in Congress! [Laugh- 
ter.] Since my colleague has hurled the glove at 
McClellan, havea right to examine his claims as 
| acritic. He admits to being at Bull Run. His mas- 
terly activity on the retreat he admits. How that 
retreat was effected I only know from rumor. I 
have seen it reported—and perhaps it is as apoch- 
ryphal as some of the facts upon which my col- 
league arraigns General McClellan—that my col- 
league, after his fatiguing race to Centreville, and 
having passed that point with the speed of Gilpin 
—and not having the benefit of a carriage like the 
Congressmen who kicked out of it the cowardly 
and tired soldiers besmutched with their cartridges 
| in battlh—was careering along like the devil 
{laughter} in Milton, where he is described as 
flying 

‘“* O’er bog, or steep, through strait, rough. dense, or rare, 


With head, hands, wings, or feet pursues his way, 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies’’— 


until luckily, he met—what think you, noble Rep- 
| resentatives?—a herd of stampeded cattle, who 
were from my own beloved district—Texas cattle, 
sir, wintered in the Sciota valley, and selected 
by their keeper for their stampeding propensity, 


of a noble ox, he was borne from the field, hold- 
ing on with vigorous prehension to the tail of the 
animal! [Great laughter.] 


| Mr.GURLEY. That is a poetical sketch of 


Mr. COX. I am glad to hear it. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 
der. 





have been doing, [laughter,}] and I submit 
Mr. COX. Does the gentleman make that point 
on me? [ have not applauded, cheered, or laughed. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I submit that order should 
be preserved on the floor of the House. 


taken. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 


I hope the Chair will en- 
force the rules. 


| disturbance, it will not occur again. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. | acknowledge a violation 


| of order. Llaughed; but for my life’s sake I could | 


| not help it. [Laughter.] 
Mr. COX. 
} which I heard as a rumor. 
| tice to him,and to that noble ox, m 
and to whom the gentleman shoul 
gized, if the story were true. 


colleague; for his quick sense of its commissary 
ad vantages. 


i ancient Germans went into battle as our Indians 
|| do with terrific yells, and in painted horror; the 
'| courtly knight dashed into the tourney with iron- 
clad armor and vizor down. Various af human 


i 
| 
' 


|| ingenuity are the modes of human warfare, both 
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|, Run battle against our own soldiers. (Laugh- | 


mushrooms in vegetation, secessionists in Govern- | confidence in the new field of Mars to which the 
| 


{[laughter;] when, seizing upon the extreme rear | 


my colleague. It is a thing that never took place. 


I rise to a question of or- | 
It is out of order for members of the House | 
to applaud, cheer, or laugh in the manner they | 


The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is well | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is satisfied that | 
| when gentlemen consider the impropriety of any || 


I will do justice to my colleague, 
[Mr. Gurtey.] I putthisasanapocryphalcase, | 
I am glad to do jus- | 
constituent, | 
have apolo- 


I was about to commend this strategy of my | 


I deprecate his drawing on that or | 
any experience at Bull Run to read the gifted Mc- | 
Clellan and this Congress a homily on military | 

| affairs. The ancient warriors rode in their scythed | 
| chariots; the warriors on the South American pam- | 
| pas dash off with their lasso on horseback; the | 
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| in advance and retreat; but never, sir, in the ac- 
counts of Xenophon or Marshal Saxe; from the 
time of Joshua to General Taylor; in the contests 
of Achilles or Garibaldi, have we so unique a per- 
formance as this suppositious race of my constit- 
uent and my colleague on the fields from Bull Run. 
{Laughter.} Does he claim that this, if true, would 
make him a military expert? 
But my colleague was undaunted. As soon 
as Bull Run was over, and Congress adjourned, 
the telegraph thrilled both in wire and pole to 
bear the tidings West, that ** Colonel Gurtey, of 
Ohio,’’ was about to assume the post of aid to 
General Frémont. Frémont was then in the as- 
cendant. Before him lay what seemed to be the 
enchanted chambers of power. He had the magic 
lamp, which made gold as common as the pebbles, 
and my colleague hastened to his side. Some men 
smiled. They thought it strange that a minister 
should forget the beatitudes of the Sermon on the 
Mount for the disquietudes of a Missouri camp. 
{Laughter.] They thought that the affluent expe- 
rience of Bull Run was not of that kind to excite 


patriotism of my colleague hurried him, Butl,sir, 
knew my colleague better. I admired his patriot- 
ism. Ithoughtof Peterthe Hermit. [Laughter.] I 
saw in his hand the crozier and thesword, and Bull 
Run did not obscure the sign in the sky—in hoc 
|| Signo vinces ! I had read in Ivanhoe of the priestly 
Knight of Malta; and I knew that this new ‘ son 
of Malta’’ [laughter] could carve out such a rep- 
utation that the muse of history would proudly 
stoop from her Parnassian seat to say: ‘*Let it be so 
recorded.”’ [Laughter.}] But, sir, disappointment 
followed close on expectation. A week—perhaps 
two, or three—and F'rémont lost his magic lamp. 
He waned under the consuming lens of ** Biair’s 
rhetoric.’ (Laughter.] His ill-starred fate was 
perceived by my colleague. 

At this critical juncture the only parallel I can 
find for my colleague is the description which is 
given of Job’s war horse: ** Canst thou make him 
afraid as a grasshopper? The glory of his nos- 

| trils is terrible. He paweth in the oe and re- 
| joiceth in his strength. He swalloweth the ground 
| with fierceness and rage; neither believeth he that 
it is the sound of the trumpet. He saith among 
| 
| 





the trumpets, ha! ha! and he smelleth the battle afar 
off.”? [Great laughter.} The parallel fails only 
in one regard. While the war horse of Job was 
advancing, that of my colleague was retreating. 
Leaving his campaign in Missouri unfinished, he 
flew from Frémont to Ohio, with the ‘ certainty, 
celerity, and security” of a star bid in the Post 
Office De yartment. ([Laughter.] 

What he learned in his bloodless campaign in 
Missouri; how much he perceived of the value of 
| the fortifications around St. Louis—in cash, I 

mean; what estimate he made of the strength of 
| the Frémont horse; what martial achievements 

he witnessed in the ante-chamber of the short- 
lived western satrap, he did not, and we cannot, 
tell. One thing he corrects to-day, and we must 
deduct that from his military life, that he was not 
at the battle of Fredericktown, though I under- 
stood him yesterday to say he was there. But 
has my colleague any actual experience? Has he 
ever killed any one? Did he ever see a man killed 
| in battle? Did he ever speak to a man who saw 
| a man killed in battle? Did he ever hear the whiz 
| of deadly lead? Was his heart brave and his face 
| unblanched? My colleague quoted that fight to 
show that a battle could be fought and won with- 
out McClellan’s orders, and in spite of orders. 
| That was his point, if any. Now, I happen to 
| know that there was nothing in General McClel- 
jan’s orders to forbid that movement on Freder- 
icktown. As I understood the case, it was fought 
by Colonel Ross, who was sent by General Grant, 
of Cairo, to follow after Jeff Thompson. He 
overtook him unexpectedly, and fought well. 
General Grant approved and complimented his 
action. ! 

I wish that my colleague would cultivate some 
faith in General McClellan. He is a minister of 
the Gospel, and is full of faith in the salvation ofall 
men. I glory in according to him the fullest ‘soul 
liberty’? in religion. His creed includes the salva- 
tion of all—embracing in its comprehensive faith 
| Jeff Davis, Jeff Thompson, Wigfall, and all that 
| crowd ofconspicuoussinners. [Laughter.}] He be- 
‘| lieves that Zollicoffer is now inglory; he caneven 


ee 


. see Humphrey Marshall entering, as my colleague 
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from Cleveland once said of John Brown—** the 
pearly gates of Paradise’’—and that too without 


THE 


the enlargement of the gates or the lessening of | 


Marshall’s bulk. 
and in his universal benevolence, see the Fal- 


He can, with his eye of faith, | 
| to follow. j 
McClellan to say that he has restrained the eager | 


stafian Kentuckian, this mountain of secession || 
mummy, squeeze through the celestial doors, | 


[laughter,] and larding the golden pavements of 
the New Jerusalem, [laughter;] but he cannot ex- 
ercise a little faith, just the size of a mustard seed, 
in the prescience, skill, and sagacity of our ac- 
complished young general. ; 

Oh! if there is one thing more beautiful than 
another, itis that trust which we repose in another 
in dark hours of trial and death. It is said that 
reason was the first-born, but faith inherits the 
blessing. Reason isaptto be fallible, short-sighted, 
eager, impetuous, and impatient of contradiction; 
while faith is gentle and docile, ever ready to listen 


to the veice, by which alone truth and wisdom can | 
effectually reach her. God has created two lights || 
—the greater light to rule the busy day—reason; | 


the lesser, to rule his contemplative night—faith ; 
but faith shines only so long as she reflects some- 


thing of the illumination of the brighter orb. Where || 


a man has no faith he has no light of reason. 
There are some things in which a man must 
exercise his trust. The American people, unlike 
my colleague, have read the history of General 
McClellan. They know his military studies, his 
travel and observation, his practical railroad life, 
his mode of dealing with men and bodies of men, 
his prudential reserve, his unfailing patience, 
atriotism, and confidence in his own resources. 
hey know that the enemy would have been glad 


to have had him at the head of their forces. They | 


know that he has never blundered; that he is safe, 


bine are rare qualities of his military genius; that 
his knowledge of ra a py amen and 
field strategy, his method and industry, and his 
quick apprehension of military strength and weak- 
ness, eminently fit him for this high command. 
Knowing this and reasoning upon this, now that 
the night is upon us, they will keep their faith in 
him, and no hostile criticism of the gentleman here 
can shake that faith. The attack of my colleague 
is like that of the * pigmy with a straw against a 
giant cased in adamant.’ 

My colleague is not satisfied with anything short 
of an advance atevery hazard. He is not satis- 
fied with the President, for he defers to McClel- 
lan; not satisfied with any commander-in-chief, 
for no one can command even three hundred thou- 


ern Missouri; but he takes care to be within con- 
venient reach of the Boston mountains, where he 
can hide in that almost inaccessible locality, and 
where it is easier for him to go than our generals 
But it‘is utterly unjust to General 


impetuosity of the Missouri soldiers. General 
Halleck has received no orders inconsistent with 


| the most prompt movement in Missouri. When 


General Halleck took command of the Army in 
Missouri, he found mountains of difficulty to over- 
come—as Buell did in Kentucky, as McClellan 
did here—in the organization and equipment of the 
troops. General Halleck found, it is true, a fine 
paper organization. He has labored with a states- 


| man’s foresight, a publicist’s learning, and a sol- 


dier’s skill to bring order out of chaos. He found 


| troops without concentration, and required arms, 
transportation, and supplies, which General Mc- | 


Clellan has strained every nerve to afford. There 
has been no delay by any orders of General Mc- 
Clellan. His orders to Halleck, as to Buell, have 
been to hurry his movements as fast as it was safe 
and possible. I state these as the positive facts 
of the case; and if gentlemen want the facts, let 
them go to the headquarters and they can have 
them. 


Again, my colleague makes the specific charge | 


| that he is informed, on authority which he is not 


permitted to question—and I suppose to quote— 
that some ten or fifteen thousand confederate 
troops, near Romney, were in the power of our 
army of forty thousand, and that the capture so 


easy was not made, because an order came from | 


headquarters here notto advance! Thisisacharge 
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musket! 

[ have replied to these complaints in detail. 
Now for these general complaints of no movement, 
so glibly rehearsed by the gentleman, 

It is complained that McClellan has not moved, 
that nothing has been done, and that nothing is 
about to be done; that he does not let curious 


people know what he is about. If he is doing 


| nothing, as they allege, he has nothing to divulge 
| to these curious gentlemen. 


If he is doing some- 
thing, the very way to undo itis to let them know 
it, for they are as leaky as the present weather, 
or Oregon, where it is said to rain fifty-two weeks 
of the year. : 

But has he done nothing? I say that he has 
done all that he could safely. McClellan has not 
merely perfected the defenses of Washington and 
the Potomac; but, considering the fact that the 
force and spirit of the South are concentrated here 
on the Potomac, and near our capital, and con- 


| sidering the untoward season, weather and roads, 


is it nothing that he has, as a Richmond paper 
asserts, held Beauregard and his army as in a vice; 


| and that too when the enemy have all the advant- 


as sweeping as it isirresponsible and groundless, | 
| 1 do not care who is his authority, I question it 
if not brilliant; that his power to surprise and com- || 


here, and now. My colleague reads certain tele- 


| graphs which have strangely come into his pos- 


session, to show that Landerand Kelly dispatched 
that they could take the rebels, and all that was 
wanted was an order; and presto! here they are. 
We have had a good many such successes in an- 
ticipation. I believe we had one at Piketon. It 
is said that General Lander telegraphed and Gen- 
eral Kelly senta messenger to apprize each other 


| of the absolute certainty of success. General Lan- 
der I admire for his caution and intrepidity; but | 


| ney—Kelly being sick. 


I will state the facts to which | suppose my col- 
league refers. I state them correctly. 
Lander went to relieve General Kelly at Rom- 
He reached Hancock on 


the Sth of January. He found the enemy, under 


sand men; not satisfied with what has been done; | 


not satisfied with what is to be done. 


He would | 


discourage all ourefforts, and make taxation weigh | 


like a useless burden on an anxious and saddened 
people. His policy would disorganize the Army, 
and realize his theology by making a hell on earth 
[laughter] without giving us the satisfaction of a 
future state, where secession may have its fit eter- 
nal doom. [Laughter.] 

So much for the critic. 
icism ? 

First: he carries us to Missouri, and says that 
General Curtis was sent with some ten thousand 
men against Price, when there was almost a cer- 
tainty of Price’s capture, when all at once an order 
came from a general officer, either there or here, 
which called a halt, and nothing wasdone. Now, 
either my colleague meant that General McClel- 
lan or General Halleck, by their hesitation and 
delay, have allowed the campaign against Price 
to be suspended, if not abandoned. 1 do not care 
which general he meant; it is simply not true 
that either of them have been thus derelict. The 
factsare these: Generals Curtis, Sigel, and Asboth 
have been ordered toward Springfield to attack 
Price, if it was thought best in their judgment. 
They sent forward a large cavalry reconnoissance, 
and found that indefatigable and able General 
Price in such force that they concluded to holda 
council of war, and decided that six additional 
regiments were needed. On notifying General 
Halleck, he at once ordered them from General 
Pope’s conimand, near Sedalia, to move to the 
scene of operations. General Halleck’s opinion, 
in a letter received by General McClellan only two 
days ago, was that they would either beat Price 
or drive him out of Missouri. Perhaps my col- 
league never got as far as Springfield, and he does 
not know the almost matchless strategy of Price. 
He has ventured to appear in force in southwest- 


Now what is the crit- 


General Jackson, on the other side of the river, 
in considerable streneth—say fifteen or sixteen 
thousand. The enemy had driven a few of our 
troops across the river. When General Lander 
reached his post, the enemy were shelling, or about 
to shell, Hancock. General Jackson summoned 
General Lander to surrender. Lander declined. 


| Jackson shelled away at Hancock without effect, 


Lander sent for reinforcements. General McClel- 
lan sentone of Banks’s brigades, by forced marches 
atonce. While there, General Lander sent two 
or three long dispatches, suggesting various move- 


| ments to cut off Jackson. General Jackson had a 
shorter distance to return to Winchester than Gen- | 


eral Banks had to march to cut off Jackson’s retreat, 


| besides the river, which it would take forty-eizht 


hours to cross, as they had no means of crossing. 
General McClellan refused to trust a command to 


cross the river under these circumstances, with no | 


chance of retreat provided. General Lander then 


| sent another dispatch to General Banks, criticis- 


ing the President, General Banks, and others; to 
which McClellan replied that General Lander was 
** too suggestive and critical.’’ I think here is the 
rub: McClellan had seen enough of the Ball’s Bluff 
business—that affair which I do not refer to ex- 
cept to say that no one attaches the responsibility 
to General McClellan for that terrible disaster. 
He knew what the gentleman from New York 
depicted so graphically, that to cross a river like 
the Potomac, in the face of an enemy, and with 
no means of retreat, was almost insanity. He did 


| what a prudent general, having his own plans 


matured, ought to have done; and here I distinctly 
say that General Banks wrote a letter, in which, 
from his stand-point, he entirely commended the 


| action of General McClellan. And now, and here, 


we have our general arraigned by my colleague 


| on facts notauthentic; and when, so far as we can 


| 


see, my colleague’s military experience does not 


reach so far as to tell, by practice, the rear rank 


age of an equal army, arailroad for concentration 
in the rear, and a power of combination impossible 
for our general. 

jut he has delayed too long here; and he is 
taken to task now because he does not move his 
army to a certain destruction, by assaulting an 
enemy equal in number to his own, and that, too, ” 
in their intrenchments. 

My answer to this querulous questioning is, 
first, that my colleague himself gives a reason why 
no movement could have been made the past three 
weeks, because he says that the artillery would 
go under the mud. Very well; does he want that 
done? Had the roads been on the 2Ist of July 
last as they are now, my colleague would not have 


| been able to — the companionship of my 


General 


| he found his troops straggling and scattered. 
gling 


friend from New York. Second, when Genera! 
McClellan took command here—lI say it without 
any desire to reflect on General Scott—he found 
things disorganized, and no combinations between 
different parts of this grand army. He had to con- 
struct intrenchments, and make the Army effect- 
ive in many details. This he has done. Inde- 
fatigable even unto sickness, he has accomplished 
what my colleague’s ** brave Wade ”’ could never 
have done, had he studied tactics and war for a cen- 
tury. And third, he never contemplated a move- 
ment on the enemy’s intrenchments. Itis not too 
much to say here that he intended first to have 
General Buell get the Tennessee road; that for this 
end he has given all his energies to aid him and 
hasten him in this purpose. All that Buell asked 
for—arms, transportation, troops—have been fur- 
nished. When General Buell took coramand, 
He 
had to gather them, and concentrate and form 
them indivisions. He has had bad roads and bad 


| weather; but I speak knowingly, when | declare 


| a battle. 


to this Congress and the people, that no delay of 
General Buell’s movements are attributable to any 
orders from McClellan. On the contrary, he has 
ordered him to hasten with all dispatch; not to 
lose a day or an hour in the accomplishment of 
the design to seize the Tennessee railroad, to the 
end that not only shall Eastern Tennessee be 
opened to the army of the Union; not only to give 
relief to the Union men of Tennessee, about whom 
my colleague makes so injudicious a jeremiad, 
but to the grand aim, to cut off this rebel army of 
the Potomac, not alone from the line of their sup- 
plies, but from the line of their retreat! 

In Kentucky we have more than one hundred 
thousand soldiers, ready, eager, active, and tri- 
umphant whenever they have had any chance in 
McClellan’s orders are for the speediest 
movement there possible. 

My colleague praises the recent victory of our 
troops at Mill Spring. I share with him, as my 
constituents did with his, the pride of that hard- 
fought encounter; but | will not shame my State, 
which called McClellan to her service, by pluck- 
ing the laurels from his brow, when there 1s not 
a soldier in that battle who will not rejoice to see 
him wear them, as well for his conduct in West- 
ern Virginia as forthe strategy by which even the 
Mill Spring battle was directed, though at a dis- 
tance. It was,as I said, a partof his design upon 
the Tennessee railroad; and there is no impedi- 
ment, but every encouragement from him, for 





desired end. 
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oor 
General Buell to forward the movement to that } 
| 


In Eastern Kentucky, Humphrey Marshall has 
proved that while his spirit was willing, his flesh 
was weak—[laughter]—before the Ohio soldiers 
under Garfield. Zollicoffer has been killed, and 


his forces routed; and nothing but the impedi- | 


ments of nature prevent our soldiers from lifting | 


our ensign upen the mountains of Tennessee, 
North Carolina, and Alabama. In fear for the fate 
of Memphis, Beauregard is hurried out to Colum- 
bus, Kentucky, to avert the northern avalanche 
which impends there; while Buell, with consum- 
mate skill, is drawing his fatal lines around the 
confederates, as the lines have been drawn in Vir- 
ginia, 

jut itis said that the Potomac is blockaded. So 
itis; butitisof no practical disadvantage. For 
all the purposes of supply, we are in communica- 
tion with every part of the North. There are com- 
pensations, perhaps unknown to my colleague, for 
this seeming disadvantage. Would that he would 
exercise his faith in some things inscrutableto him. 

But is there no credit to be given for the reten- 
tion of Maryland; the rescue of the Virginia east- 
ern shore; the constant preparation and discipline 
of an army of one hundred thousand men here? 
And all this with the Secretary of War dabbling 
in slavery questions and trafficking in contracts, 

Western Virginia we have held against the hos- 
tility of the disloyal. 


Floyd has been compelled | 


to decamp, and from the mountains to the Ohio | 


our right there is none to dispute. 
But, sir, although General McClellan has had 
charge of all these matters, and is entitled to share 


their merit, 1t was not my purpose to paint a pic- | 


ture of our successes. We have gained as yet 


no great bloody battle commensurate with the ar- || 
Indeed, sir, | would prefer that 


mies in the field. 
the war should be carried on and ended by blood- 
less tactics than by bloody carnage, if it were pos- 
sible. I would leave as little hate as possible as 
the legacy of this conflict. If it were possible to 
close this war by the melting away or capitula- 
tion of the confederate army, the country would 


prefer it; General McClellan is not making this | 


a war of vengeance, but a war for the restoration 
of the Union! 

To this end he has, by his comprehensive en- 
ergy, seized the coast from Ship Island to Fortress 
Monroe. There is no example in history of a 
sea-coast so extensive, anda country of such area, 
surrounded and closed in by such a superior force 
as is the rebellious part of our land. 

As the curtain lifts and this procession of facts 
transpires, we shall see the Union element of the 


ency. We shall see the loyal men coming forth 


and gladly seizing the musket to rally to the old | 


flag. 
The great mistake on the part of these military 





fledglings, who criticise the conduct of the war, | 
is, that they habitually underrate the extent and | 


strength of the rebellion, just as they underrated 
and contemned the alleged or fancied grievances 
of the South and their hold on the southern mind. 
i venture to say that this is the capital delinquency 
of the Administration, if they have been delin- 
quent. Had they realized the fact, ‘* that a con- 
siderable body of insurgents had risen against the 
sovereign,’’ which Vattel alleges is the test of a 
civil war; with all its appurtenances of a humane 
code of warfare, the exchange of prisoners, &c., 
we might have had less difficulty and more honor 
in the conduct of this immense ordeal by battle. 


Those who do not recognize the fact of the im- | 
mensity of this rebellion will find at every step | 


difficulties about belligerent rights on sea and 
land, and inhumanities which would sicken the 


heart of asavage. We must learn by experience, | 


if not @ priori. 

Even my colleague, with his Bull Run retreat, 
is yet in his nonage. He must resort to the Ba- 
conian system of induction, and by experience 
learn, and begin to learn by being a * child in 
arms.’’ [Laughter.] In surveying this grand field 
of action, from this capital to Santa Fé, he makes 
the mistake which the savan made when he sup- 
posed the moon annihilated, because an animal- 
cule had crept over the disc af his telescope and 
obscured the view. Let him take another glass 
and clear his vision. 

This presumptious dictation to our generals is 
only a small illustration of what we see herein a 
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larger measure, when gentlemen undertake to in- 
terpret the inscrutable designs of Providence to 
sustain their finite views. These political ** cuck- | 
00s, who breed in the nest of another trade,”’ these | 
civilians, who go on chirping about war as if they 


| were trained to it, when, in truth, they are only | 


trained in the political convention and the talk of | 
Congressional Globes, cannot apprehend that this 
revolution, which is the work of years and the 
movement of millions, is anything more than a | 
little derangement of the political machine, which | 
will regulate itself by some political compensation, 

or some act of revengeful confiscation; when, in 

truth, it can hardly be corrected without breaking 

the machine, or at least retarding its motion. Itis 

so stupendous, sir, that it can only be likened to 

the ocean, which lifts itself up under a darkened 

sky and rolling thunder, and resists the exercise 

of anything short of Supreme power with an ele- 

mental force that defies all the little expedients of 

carping man. 

These complaints about the war are getting as 
common in the press and the House as they were 
before they sadn the Bull Run disaster. A few | 
of these impatient people then learned alesson from | 
their incautious impulsiveness; but here we have 
itagain. They belong to that class of skeptics 
who take everything incomprehensible to their 
feeble sight as unknown and non-existent. They 
cannot see McClellan doing anything; therefore 
he does nothing. They are not partners in his 
confidence; therefore he does wrong. He has not 
rushed about in wild theatric style; therefore he 
is unfit. He has no retinue, no laced and gilded 
supernumeraries, no blast of trumpet and boom of 
guns, to announce himself here and there. He 
does not dress his child up like the young Prince 
Imperial in the Tuilleries; therefore he lacks the 
esprit. He has no élan, no dash, no plumed non- 
sense; therefore the public faith in him must be 
sapped. Most of all, he regards this as a great 
war for the Union and Constitution, for the sal- 
vation of the white man’s free Government of 
America; and because he does not play General 
Phelps in proclamations, or Frémont in deeds of 
manumission, he is abused and maligned. 

Who are those that thus question McClellan’s 
ability? Did they see and understand his mas- 
terly strategy in Western Virginia, the fame of 
which is the pride of the western soldiery? Do 
they know the calm confidence and meritorious 
patience with which he now pursues his schemes 
by seaand land, by riverand road, grouping whole 
sections in his comprehensive combinations of | 
strategy, and striving, without irritating and in- | 








|| consequential skirmishing, to end the war by “a || 
South dilating and emerging from its despond- 


sharp, though it may be a desperate struggle,”’ and | 
thus restore the Union? He has pledged himself | 
to the President that if he live, and be allowed to 
carry out in action what he has matured in design, | 
that we shall soon see our flag triumphant and the | 
rebellion crushed. 

These ready military critics have not even the | 
militia training, which was so important years 
ago, to make them experts. 

A former colleague of ours, in the days of 1840, | 
when the campaigns of General Harrison were | 
discussed by a brigadier general of the Michigan | 
militia, with grotesque humor held up to the rid- | 
icule of the American Congress the peculiar mil- 
itary studies by which the member from Michigan | 
was fitted to the subtle criticisms on strategy, and | 
the careful reviews of battles. He ventured to be- 
lieve that the militia general might have studied 
the title-page of Baron Steuben enough to know 
that the rear rank stands right behind the front. 
{Laughter.] Besides, the critic on that occasion 
had the fortune to have been in the toils, priva- | 
tions, sacrifices, and bloody scenes through which | 
a militia officer in time of peace was sure to pass. | 
It is long since I read that graphic picture of a | 
muster day in the West, touched by the tints of 
Corwin’s facile humor. The troops in motion! the 
corn-stalks, umbrellas, hoe and ax handles, and | 
other like deadly implements of war overshadow- 
ing all the field, when lo! the leader of the host 
approaches! Far off his coming shines. I need 
not describe his horse, the rising cloud, the rain, 
the retreat, the remorseless fury with which the 
water-melons are slaughtered, and the whisk 


| 








drank in a neighboring grocery. [Laughter.} If 
with such experiences the member from Michigan 
was rded then as the prince of military critics, 
what shall we say now oF the member from Ohio, 


whose gentle life has been passed in the green pas- 
tures by the still waters of peace, and whose every 
prospect was the millennium, in which the lion and 
the lamb shall lie down together, and the little 
child shall lead them. 

Oh! how it jars to hear the voice so often raised 
in benediction and prayer, and tuned to the sweet 
accents of love and mercy, 

* Splitting with tremendous sounds our ears asunder, 

With gun, drum, trumpet, blunderbuss and thunder.” 

{Here the hammer fell, Mr. Cox’s hour having 
expired. Leave was granted him to print the re- 
mainder.] 

If a militia general was so well fitted for the task 
of criticism on war, @ fortiori, what heed shall we 
not pay to my reverend colleague, whose only ex- 
perience has been that of a Bull Run retreat? Such 
critics ought at least to know a spear from a prun- 
ing-hook, or a sword from a plowshare. It is 
doubtful if they can tell an ambulance from a cais- 
son. They could not bitea cartridge without biting 
their tongue. The only fuse they know is a po- 
litical fusion; they can deploy around a conven- 
tion or caucus, and fire the political thunder from 
the batteries of a demagogue, masked with the 
negro. If they fired a gun and should hit, they 
would do it, as did Winkle, when he killed the 
rook—he shut his eyes and blazed away in timid 
despair. 

My colleague is one of those whose politics and 
prayers have ever been to be delivered from the 
men of war. In times past he has thought more 
of Saint Peter than of saltpeter. When the Mex- 
ican war was declared, the class to which he be- 
longs echoed Sumner’s *‘ true grandeur of na- 
tions,’’ when he said ** there was no war which 
was not dishonorable, and no peace which was 
not honorable.”? They sang the ironical Yankee 
slang of Hosea Biglow to the recruiting sergeant 
of Colonel Caleb Cushing: 

“Fife away, you fifin’ feller, 
You may fife till you are yeller, 
*Fore you get a hold of me.”’ 

There, away down in some New England vil- 
lage, ** they kind 0’ thought Christ went agin war 
and pillage, and that eppyletts warn’t the best 
mark of asaint.’? Now, they are willing to swear 
‘that the apostles were rigged out in their swal- 
low-tail coats, an’ marched round in front of a 
drum and a fife.”’ Now, they agree to the ironi- 
cal verse: 

“ John P. 
Robinson—he 
Says they didn’t know everything down in Judee.”’ 

These men whose lives have been dedicated to 
considering the horrors of war and slavery, and 
whose consciences were very tender about the 
downtrodden when they wanted votes, now under- 
take, by congressional committees, declarations, 
and military diatribes here, to set squadrons in the 
field, and to show McClellan how he is not doing 
itatall, or how he might do it with the aid of armed 
blacks so bravely and all at once. Not satisfied 
with the President of their choice; not content 
with that which they voted in the Crittenden res- 
olutions as the object to which the war should be 
devoted; not happy in the calm progress of a 
campaign which, so far as General McClellan is 
concerned, has been comparatively successful, 
and certainly without blunders, they want a move- 
ment * at all hazards,’’ even if it moves the coun- 
try and the Government to secession, dictatorship, 
chaos, or destruction. Such political dyspeptics 
and martial zanies ought to be sent home to teach 


|| boarding-school misses the doctrines that brought 


many members here—the beauty of John Brown’s 
life, and the glory of his death. 

Judging by the remarks made here, one would 
infer that these gentlemen were all ready to receive 
and provide for the four millions of blacks who 
are to be freed by the war power; that the corn 
bread and fat pork were all provided for the jubi- 
lee of freedom. But where will they get the tood, 
or where will they fix the docus in quo for the fes- 
tive scene? In Kentucky?—Ohio? Some of our 
soldiers, who have just fought so nobly under 
General Thomas, have written me complaints that 
they get clothes through which they can put their 
fingers, and chickory fur coffee. We do not even 


feed decently our white braves; yet these gentle- 
men, who reason so lunatically, think that there 
is some virtue in a colored child or woman, and 
that the Lord somehow will provide for them as 
he did by Elijah with the ravens. 
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Why, sir, the whole country will be swamped 
and deluged by taxation, without the double tax 
of havmg an erodus of four millions of blacks so 
fluently talked of in this Chamber. 

Why, do not these extreme gentlemen know 
that they are,in some part, responsible for this war? 
Does my colleague, from Cleveland, want me to 
prove it by his own speech? They are only fight- 
ing what we advised them would come by their 
action. We Democrats, with McClellan at our 
head, are now helping them; and how are we met 
by these ingrates? No, they are not fighting it; 
but they think they are moving the wheels, when 
they only sit on the axle and buzz their murmurs 
about McClellan and the forces which move the 
chariot of war. 

What good comes of this sort of debate here 
and now? Talk about milking a he-goat ina 
sieve—and it is sense to this. , ; ; 

Now, there is a little smack of propriety in this 
latter idea; but what can we say of this exhibition 
in a deliberative body, whose only duty is to in- 
crease the Army ae the revenue; discussing the 
disposition of the slaves before we get them, and 
the movements of General McClellan, with the 
blankest incapacity to understand them. Itistoo 
ridiculous for serious controversy. It can only be 
ridiculed. Yet we have these civil warriors, whose 
only fight is logomachy, barking at General Mc- 
Clellan; and for what? Because he does not pro- 
claim liberty throughout all the land and to ali the 
inhabitants thereof. Ah,there isthe trouble! Can 
you wonder that Wendell Phillips, whose — 
are hailed so rapturously by this class, declared 
that he should deplore a many by McClellan, be- 
cause the sore would be salved over, and it would 
only be the victory of a slave Union; and that he 
thanked Beauregard for marshaling his army be- 
fore Washington, because it conferred upon Con- 
gress the constitutional power to abolish slavery ? 
Nor would I wonder to see my colleague from the 
Cleveland district, who lectured us on our duty 
to the Union upon the slavery question, rehears- 
ing again his contempt for the Union, which he 
expressed in his printed speech made at Cleve- 
land on the day of John Brown’s obsequies, when 


he said that no purer spirit than John Brown’s | 


had ever entered Paradise for the past thousand 
years; and that he would rend the Union to de- 
stroy slavery, though hedged round by the triple 
bars of the national compact, and though thirty- 
three crowned sovereigns with arms in their hands 
stand around it! 

I wish these masters of the art of war, who 
quote so inappositely and irreverently Joshua’s 
writings, but forget how he won his battles, whose 
knowledge of Agamemnon and Achilles is purely 


a would study some of the useful axioms of | 


lierocles, and would just go to sleep before a look- 
ing-glass to see how handsome they look with 
their eyes shut and their mouths closed. The 
country would have a jubilee over their silence 
only second to that which greeted the outgoing of 
the late Secretary of War! 

I did intend, Mr. Chairman, to review some of 
the bills introduced here for confiscation and eman- 
cipation, and to discuss their feasibility and con- 
stitutionality But I am glad to announce to the 
country that there is no hope of such suicidal le- 
gislation passing the present Congress. That an- 


nouncement, which the opinions here justify, will | 


give relief to our Army and to the 
everywhere. 

One of the bills of this black batch pretends to 
strike out the State of Florida. This bill has the 
paternity of my colleague, [Mr. Guruey.} It is 
a part of his military plan. While striking for 
the Union and the flag, with every star on its folds, 
he would blot out the Statehood of Florida. He 
would have its everglades and swamps devoted 
to the business of negro apprenticeship, with the 
Federal agents for taskmasters, and the Republic 
as a cotton producer and speculator. Here is the 
Spot where my colleague would imparadise the 
African. He would have a Federal master watch 
the negro apprentice, and see to it that he pro- 
duced a living from that soil, where dying is so 
much easier. He would have us drop down the 
little pickaninnies amidst the haunts of the alliga- 
tor. Hethinks he sees here an opening forthe rising 
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horror which will pervade the infantile African 
| mind when it comes to understand the confiscat- | 


ing character of my colleague’s bill. I can well 
understand how the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
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| He most distinetly disavowed such an object. He 


| (Mr. Campsett] must have startled the people of | 














generations of colored children; knowing, as my | 


colleague does, that they will all be saved in the 
other world, he is willing to risk their sudden dis- 
appearance here. I can well imagine the holy 


| 





his State by his proposition to hang all the an 
plunderers, and thus depopulate so terribly his 
own State. But that was humanity compared to 
this scheme of my colleague, which is only paral- 
leled in Dean Swift’s plan to get rid of [rish chil- 
dren by eating them. Suicidal absurdity can go 
no further than this! All such schemes are in 
derogation of our whole system of polity. Their 
authors seem to be bent on prying away mount- 
ains of granite with levers of straw! 

Such schemes as are here discussed will do no 
good to the blacks nor the whites, unless a scheme 
of forced expatriation be at once started; and that 
isattended with formidable obstacles. The North 


| will become in turn the worse than masters of the 
| slaves. 
such a ruinous and adulterous mixture of society, | 
the North will rise to drive the freed blacks from | 


For very self-protection, and to prevent 


their soil. Interest, which isstronger in society, in | 
. . . * - | 
the end, than philanthrophy, will issue its edict of 


expatriation, and no good will accrue to the black 
or white. If you would barbarize the war, undig- 
nify its object, and, indeed, make it a fatiure in 
every sense, you may follow the impractical 
schemes of New England politics, and their neo- 
phytes in the country. 

hese emancipation schemes will divide the 
North, and create new dissention and rebellion in 
the border States It will para:yze the efforts of 
the Army, and make cold and indifferent the now 
ardentand anxious friends of the Union. Already 
we have seen that Frémont became the recruiting 
officer of Price, and such camp followers as the 
member from Illinois, whose speeches are quoted 
in southern papers, helped to give aid and comfort 
to secession. ‘This division of the North now, 


would utterly destroy every hope which has 
buoyed us in this great conflict. 

[t would be an act of fraud on the soldiers and 
officers of the grand Army of the Republic. The 
were called out by a proclamation of the 3d of 
May, whose preamble reads thus: 

** Whereas the existing exigencies demand immediate 
and adequate measures for the protection of the national 
Constitution, and the preservation of the national Union, by 


the suppression of the insurrectionary combinations now | 


existing in several States for opposing the laws of the Union 
and obstructing the execution thereof, to which end a mil- 
itary force, in addition to that called forth by my proclama- 
tion of the 15th day of April, in the present year, appears to 
be indispensably necessary.” 


The invocation to the soldiers called forth is as 
follows: 


“In the mean time I earnestly invoke the coiiperation of 
all good citizens in the measures hereby adopted for the 
effectual suppression of unlawful violence, for the impartial 


enforcement of constitutional laws, and for the speediest || 


possible restoration of peace and order, and with these, of 
happiness and prosperity throughout our country.” 


The first law of the extra session, passed July 





13, 1861, provided for an army to execute the | 


laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and 
repelinvasions. The Crittenden resolutions were 
an explicit avowal of the only and legitimate ob- 
ject of this war. (House Journal of last session, 


p- 129.) They said: 


‘Tn this national emergency we would banish all feel- 
ing of mere passion or resentment; and would recollect 
only our duty to the whole country; and that this war was 
not waged upon our part in any spirit of oppression, nor for 
any purpose of conquest or subjugation ; 
pose of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or estab 
lished institutions of the States ; but to maintain the suprem 
acy of the Constitution and preserve the Union, with all 
the dignity, equality, and rights of the several States unim 
paired.”’ 


To divert it now into a warfare against the in- 
stitution of slavery will be to make it the *¢ violent 


and remorseless revolutionary struggle’? which | 


the President fears. Besides, it would make it a 


gigantic swindle upon the people, upon our votes || 


for taxes, and upon the soldiers who imperil their 


nor for the pur- | 


| when all are united by State legislation and Fed- || 
eral action to defend our flag and sovereignty, 


lives in defense of the Union and its authority. | 


It would bea fraud only measured, if not exceeded 
in atrocity, by the rebellion. The only object, if 
such a war issuccessful, which would be attained, 
would be the utter annihilation of the Union; per- 
haps worse, the destruction of the Government 
remaining in the fragmentary Union. 


would not by a Federal army, any more than by 
a Federal Congress, interfere with State laws and 
institutions. So he declared over and over again. 
This forum is no place for its discussion, much 
less for its enactment. If the State Legislatures, 
in their sovereign will} choose to do this, it is for 
them, not for us. We have no right; and it is 
none of our business to make the Federal Gov- 
ernment a moral reform society. This attempt 
has broken the Union; and the continuance of the 
effort will widen the breach until the separation 
is everlasung 

As most of our ills come by slavery discussions 


| and laws, why may we not now pause? Why do 


not gentlemen on the other side, who have now 
before them the results of this most troublesome 
agitation, cease their clamor? Those who keep it 


| upare disunionists. Their talk is treason. They 





deserve a traitor’s fate as much as Davis or Wig- 
fall. Isitnotenough thata million of men are em- 
ployed in violence and bloodshed; not enough that 
our trade and commerce are paralyzed; that our 
revenue has fallen off over $32,000,000; that by 
1863 our national debt, as estimated by Mr. Chase, 
will be $897,372,802; not enough that we are to 
pledge $150,000,000 this year of taxation to meet 
interest and expenses; not enough that my own 
State pays one tenth of this; is it not enough that 
our currency is to be vitiated, and bankruptcy to 
overwhelm us; not enough that our highways are 
closed, our flag insulted; our sovereignty derided, 
our whole nationality in peril; not enough that a 
dictator is openly threatened; not enough that it 
is declared here that the Constitution shall be 
overslaughed, on the plea of necessity; that all its 
limitations shall be overleaped, ruthlessly and 
aimlessly? Are we to have added the horrors of 
an endless war of hate; the hopelessness of all 
reconciliation; the prospect and fact of a divided 
North; the burdens of a taxation only equaled 
by the monarchies of Europe? Heaven forbid! 
If God in his mercy would strike down, not only 
politically but physically, the marplots who are 
warring on their own Administration and Gov- 
ernment, it would indeed be a blessing compared 
with this prospect! 2 

We may differ here about our interior govern- 
ment; we may have our parties of Administration 
and opposition. These differences of opinion are 
privileges of constitutional sanction and individual 
conscience. Matters may go on in our Govern- 
ment as to which we may have a sad and painful 
reticence, and as to which we may withhold our 
denunciation out of regard to the common weal. 
Even patriotism may for a time be silent in the 
eclipses of a mismanaged administration of a good 
Government. The national feeling may still be 
paramount, and all may go well. Thousands of 
our people now regard with dampened spirit and 
sad silence the condition of our country; and they 
are almost dismayed by our terribie present and 
still unpropitious future; yet not altogether de- 
spairing, but seeking in the unity of the people, 
yet loyal, the hope of restoration. They will be 
patient in paying taxes, in trusting our com- 
manders and rulers, in giving their sons to the 
war and their daughters to the labors of benefi- 
cence, 

3ut what shall be this sad yet undismayed pa- 
triotism, if the hopes of Union are to be quenched 
by this persistent and unreasoning fanaticism ? 
Are not such schemes fraught with the very vital 
and permanent principle of mischief? If so, will 
not the very essence of national existence be irre- 
coverably lost by their success? We shall lose 
our place among the nations, our relative impor- 
tance on the globe, our physical independence, 
our weight in the equilibrium of powers, our fron- 
tiers, alliances, and geography, ‘These make up 
the immortality of a nation. They are above the 
changes of administrations and outlive dynasties. 
He who remains silent when such interests are at 
stake is treacherous to his land and to his God. 

It is in this most vital point that these move- 
ments here in Congress, which are the continua- 
tion of Frémont’s contumacious fanaticism, will 


do their mischief. To succeed in its bad schemes 
| it undermines the young general in command, 


This was not the understanding of a large party || 
in this country who rallied at the call of Douglas. | 


derides the movements of the Army, creates im- 
patience, distrust, and coldness, and will rejoice 
in our ruin. On behalf of the tax-payer, the sol- 
dier, the citizen, the patriot, the section I repre- 
sent, and the very physical and moral relations of 
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our Government, | protest against that dangerous | 


and horrible malversation of our congressional 
office which would usurp the power of the States 
over theirown institutions, seek through the Army 
the further disruption of the Government, destroy 
the last vestiges of our confederation, and stop its 
magnificent career among the nations. 

Mr. GURLEY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the committee to make a correction in reference 
to the battle of Fredericktown. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If it is to occupy 
any length of time, I shall have to object. 

Mr. GURLEY. It is not a personal matter, 
but it is due to General Frémont that I shall make 
a Statement, 

No objection was made, 

Mr. GURLEY. I ask the Clerk to read one 
paragraph from my speech of yesterday. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

** | stated that the battle was fought without orders from 
the commanding general, as I understood, but upon orders 
given by General Curtis. ; 
commanding general who was at that time far away trom 
St. Louis. [ have so understood, and, in fact, I saw the 
order telegraphed by the commanding general himself for 
the return of reinforcements sent in that direction.’’ 


Mr. GURLEY. 
day to the battle of Fredericktown merely by way 
of illustrating a position taken by me that gener- 
ally our battles had been fought without orders 


from the chief commanders. I had no desire, of 


course, to detract from any merits of General Fré- 
mont in my remarks, asa commander. I only 
stated what was a matter of common conversation 
in St. Louis at the time, and which corresponds 
with a dispatch which I hold in my hand. But it 
is due to General Frémont to say that I have seen, 
since | came to the House this morning, several 
dispatches from him to the commanding officer at 
Cairo, ordering on troops, and ordering him to cut 
off the retreat of Jeff Thompson. It appears from 
these dispatches that General Frémont did give 
those orders; but here are some dispatches which 
seem to conflict with that conclusion. As I based 
my remarks on one of them, I will ask them to be 
rend, 

‘The Clerk read, as follows: 

(No. 1.) 

From Colonel Boyd, at Pilot Knob, to Brigadier General 
Curtis, Camp Benton, showing strength after General 
Curtis had sent troops down. 

Pitor Knos, October 19, 1861. 

To General Cvrttis: 

We will have about three thousand five hundred (3,590) 
men at the post. Can take three thousand away to meet the 
enemy if near us. ‘Two regiments are at lronton, and the 
remainder at Pilot Knob, one and one quarter (1}) miles 
apart. The position would be very strong if the railroad 


to St. Louis were well guarded. Without that guard, we 
would be entirely at the merey of the enemy, as we are in 


a narrow valley surrounded by mountains, the gorges of 


which can be easily closed on either inside or outside. Guns 
left in my quartermaster’s post. 
R. 8. BOYD, Colonel. 


(No, 2.) 

From Captain McKeever, by order of General Frémont, to 
General Curtis at Camp Benton, ordering General Curtis 
to withdraw troops he had sent down—eighth Wisconsin and 
Boyd’s Missouri volunteers. 

Heapqvarters, October 21, 1861. 

To Brigadier General Curtis: 

Order all the troops that you have sent on the [ron Moun- 
tain road back to Benton barracks. ‘The whole affair has 
been grossly exaggerated. Colonel Carlin should have kept 
the road open without any additional force. 

By order of Major General Fremonr. 

C. McKEEVER, -4. 24. 4. G. 


(No. 3.) 
From Colonel Boyd at Pilot Knob, to General Curtis at 
Camp Benton, showing that Boyd had been left with his com- 
mand to guard road, post, and send out train. 


Prior Knon, October 22, 161. 
To General Curtis: 


I alluded incidentally yester- | 





It was without the order of the | 





I have sent two companies as escort to train for Freder- | 


icktown. Twocompanies just started to guard bridges be- 
tween this and Big river. I have one hundred (100) men 
here. I know of no other forces. 

8. R. BOYD, 


Colonel Commanding Post. 


(No. 4.) 

From Captain McKeever to General Curtis, Camp Benton, 
showing that the battle came off on the 22d October, the day 
after the order to withdraw. 

Heapavarrers, October 23, 1861. 

To Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks: 

Colonel Carlin left Pilot Knob Sunday. Attacked the 
enemy yesterday and routed him. The eighth Wisconsin 
and Colonel Boyd’s Missouri volunteers will remain for the 
present at Pilot Knob. You will order Colonel St. James 
with his command to return immediately to Benton bar- 


racks. Orders will be issued at once sending his regiment 
forward to Tipton. 
By order: C. McKEEVER, -#. .#. 4. G. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








January 30, 





Mr. GURLEY. I merely wish to remark that 
there had been ordered up to Pilot Knob by Gen- 
eral Curtis two regimenis and a battery of artil- 
ery under Colonel Schofield. Had it not been for 


| the assistance of these two regiments and baitery 








of artillery, the battle of Fredericktown could not 


have been fought, as will be seen by the foregoing || 
dispatches. WhenI saw thedispateh No.2, order- | 


ing back this force to St. Louis, I presumed, of 
course, that the battle was fought without orders; 
and J cannot now explain the discrepancy be- 


tween that dispatch and the general orders which | 


I have seen from General Frémont to advance on 
the enemy from Cairo to Cape Girardeau. 1 
am satisfied that it was the intention of the com- 
manding general to advance; and, probably, if 


| General Frémont had been in St. Louis at the 


time, he would not have had that dispatch sent; 
but, as the case stands, the order to send back to 
St. Louis some two thousand men from Pilot 
Knob, if General Curtis had obeyed it, the battle 
of Fredericktown could not have been fought, so 
it appears to me. 

Mr. SHANKS. I desire the consent of the 
committee to make a few remarks. 


Mr. ALLEN. 


I wish to ask gentlemen of the | 


Committee of Ways and Means whether there is | 
| any disposition on their part to extend this de- 


bate? If not, I shall not endeavor to thrust my- 
self on the attention of the committee at this time; 
otherwise I desire to make some remarks. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The debate is 
already closed. It is very dersirable that this bill 
shall be disposed of to-day. 

Mr. SHANKS. I desire only to make a few 
remarks. 

There was no objection. 

Mr.SHANKS. Itis much easier for members 


of the House to defend themselves, and to defend | 


their friends, than it is for those who are notonly 


held under military discipline, but are also re- | 
strained by the fact that they are before an inves- || 
tigating committee, whose every act is secret, to | 
defend themselves when their character is assailed | 


all over the country, and assailed, too, by those | 


who should stand by them; but who, as has been 
said here to-day, did not stand by them when the 
battle was coming on. I holdin my hand the tel- 
egraphic dispatches concerning that battle of Fred- 
ericktown, which | will ask to have published in 
connection with these remarks. 

The dispatches are as follows: 

(1) (Vol. 5, p. 94. 
(Special Messenger.) Pitot Knos, October 15, 1861. 

Captain C. McKeever, 4. 4. G: 

Jeff Thompson is reported twenty-two miles east, near 
Farmington. I require two more regiments if you can send 
them. 1 will attack him and follow him up. His force is 
estimated at three thousand, (3,000.) The telegraph is 
broken or cut, and ] fear the railroad will be obstructed. 

CARLIN, Colonel Commanding. 


(2) [Vol. 5, p. 94. 
Syracuse, October 15, 1861. 
Captain C. McKeever, .7. 4. G: 


Rumor reports the destruction of Long bridge on Iron | 


Mountain road, and the capture by the enemy of its guard. 
General Frémont is to-night twenty-five miles south of here. 
Dispatches sent to me can reach him by express from this 
place. McKINSTRY, Brigadier General. 


(3) [Vol. 5, p. 100. 
Benton Barracks, October 16, 1861. 
C. McKeever, -2. 4. G: 

Who commands south of St. Louis county? Important 
reports are coming to me Thompson was at Big River 
bridge. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 

Brigadier General Commanding. 
(4) Vol. 5, p. 101. 
Sr. Lours, October 15, 1861. 
Brigadier General Grant, Cairo, Illinois : 

Jeff Thompson, with between two and three thousand 
men,is at Farmington, twenty miles east of Ironton. Send 
as large a force as you can from Cape Girardeau, in the di- 
rection of Ironton, or Pilot Knob, to cut off his retreat into 
Arkansas. 

By order of Major General Frémont. 

McKEEVER, 4. 4. G. 


(5) Vol. 5, p. 102. 
Camp Benton, October 16, 1861. 
C. McKeever, -4. .4. G.: 

The remainder of the (8th) eighth Wisconsin went to 
depot early this morning. Boyd’s is about ready to move ; 
is delayed for want of wagons, but will soon move down. 

8. R. CURTIS, Brigadier General. 


(6) [ Vol. 5. p. 102. 
Camp Benton, October 16, 1861. 
C. McKeever, -2. 4. G.: 
Have detailed Captain Spoore’s company, Dodge’s light 
battery, and the captain, to go forthwith. 
8. R. CURTIS, Brig. Gen. Com. 





eee 





[ Vide No. 5.] (7) (Vol. 5, p. 111. 
Sr. Lovis, October 16, 1861. 
Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks : 

Colonel Carlin is in command south of St. Louis county. 
His headquarters are at Pilot Knob. Send six days’ pro- 
visions with Colonel Boyd’s regiment. Have the remain- 
ing companies of the eighth Wisconsin left this morning ? 
Thompson is at Farmington. Answer how soon troops can 
be at depot. C. McKEEVER, -4. 4. G. 

{ Vide No.6.} (8) [Vol.5,p. 111, 

Sr. Louis, October 16, 1861. 
Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks : 

Have one of the companies of light artillery under your 
command equipped immediately. You will make requisi- 
tion upon Major Allen and Captain Callender for everything 
that is necessary. Ptease notify me which company you 
intend equipping. 

By order of General Frémont. 

C. McKEEVER, 24. 4. G. 
(9) (Vol. 5, p. 113. 
Heapquarters, St. Louis, October 16, 1861. 


| Colonel Carutin, Pilot Knob: 


Two regiments are ordered to join you forthwith. 

By order of C. McKeever, Assistant Adjutant General. 

R. RUSH PLUMLEY, Major and 4. D. C, 
(10) [Vol. 5, p. 121. 

HeapqvuarTers, WesTERN DEPARTMENT, 

Sr. Lovis, October 16, 1861. 
General Grant, Commanding at Cairo: 

Send one or two squadrons of cavalry and one or two sec- 


| tions of light artillery to Cape Girardeau to the support of 


the movement against Thompson. 
By order of Major General Frémont. 
C. McKEEVER, 24. 24. G. 


(11) [Vol. 5. p. 106. 
Caro, October 16, 1861. 
C. McKeever, 4. 4. G.: 


Your first and second dispatch received. In my order, 


| in obedience to your first, I ordered all you require in your 





first and second. ‘ 
U. 8. GRANT. 


(12) (Vol. 5, p. 41. 
Sr. Louis, October 16, 1861. 
To the Commanding Officer of 
First Missouri Light Artillery, Jefferson Barracks : 
Send Major Schofield with one company of light artillery 
to Pilot Knob at the earliest possible moment. 


(12) [Vol. 5, p. 118. 
JEFFERSON Barracks, October 16, 1861. 
Captain McKeever, 24. 4. G.: 

Major Schofield is in the city; an officer will go to him 
immediately. A company will be prepared to move as 
soon as possible; but as yet they have no harness. In all 
other respects they are ready. 


(13) [Vol. 5, p. 130. 
Jerrerson Barracks, October 17, 1861. 
Captain McKeever, 24. 4. G.: 

Your dispatch has been communicated to the command- 
ing officer of the first Missouri artillery, and he reports that 
it is impossible for the battery to move to-night, the harness 
is not fitted to the horses and cannot be betore to-morrow. 
The rum and guns can go, but they would be useless without 
the horses. The caissons are for six-pounders, and the 
twelve-pounders that cannot be packed inthem. It seems 
it would be impossible for the battery to move before to- 
morrow. 


(14) [Vol. 5, p. 143. 
Heapquarters, St. Louis, October 19, 1861. 
Major Scuorie.p, Jefferson Barracks: 
Can’t you get off this evening? Youcould go as faras De 
Soto and wait until morning. Itis very necessary. Answer. 
C. McKEEVER, .4. 4. G. 
Other telegrams of a similar nature passed, vide vol. 5. 


(15) (Vol. 5, p. 143. 
HEADQUARTERS WeEsTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Sr. Lovuts, October 17, 1861. 
Colonel Boyp, De Soto: 

Encamp by the Big River bridge and remain there for the 
present. Major Kappner will go down to-morrow with 
workmen. Detach two companies to the place he will 
show you. C. McKEEVER, .-4. .7. G. 

To be forwarded to Colonel Boyd if he is not there. 


(16) [Vol. 5, p. 187. 
Sr. Lovurs, October 16, 1861. 
Brigadier General Harpina, Pacific or Franklin: 
Proceed at once to attack the rebels. Take command in 
person. Your presence is not required in St. Louis until 
after you have routed the enemy. 
By order of Major General Frémont. 
C. McKEEVER, .4. .4. G. 


(17) [Vol. 5, p. 133. 
Sr. Lours, October 15, 1861. 
Major General Fremont, Tipton : : 
I have sent two regiments to reinforce Colonel Carlin, 
who will attack Jeff. Thompson and I hope rout him. 
C. McKEEVER, 44. -4. G. 


(18) Vol. 5, p. 151. 
Sr. Lovts, October 17, 1861. 
Lieutenant Colonel James Miuxs, Big River Bridge: 

At least four companies of the eighth Wisconsin or whiat- 
ever regiment may be nearest at hand, should remain to 
guard the workmen and bridge while it is being rebuilt. 
‘The remainder of the troops should proceed at once te Iron- 
ton or Pilot Knob. 


C. McKEBVER, .4. 4. @. 
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: (19) [Vol.5 p. 128. 
Pitot Knop, 3.30 P. M., October 17, 1861. 
C. McKeever: 


Our force of one thousand infantry and cavalry have met | 


the enemy twenty-five miles south from here. The en- 
emy’s strength is over five thousand, with four pieces of 
artillery. A bearer of dispatch just arrived. He says our 
force is retreating slowly ; twenty-five miles from here at 


twelve noon this day ; he fears our infantry have been cut | 


off from the cavalry. Two regiments of infantry and four 
pieces of artillery have just lef for engagement. Send on 
the battery as fast as you can: it is of the greatest import- 
ance. We have no light pieces of artillery. 

E. M. JAEL, Lieut. and .4. Q. M. 


(20 ) (Vol. 5, p- 128. 
Prror Kxos, October 17, 186}. 
Captain McKeever: 


From a conversation I have just had with Major Gavitt, | 


of the First Indiana cavalry, and who was in command in 
the engagement this morning, I learn that he made the 
attack with his eavatry at four this morning, and discover- 
ing the strength and position of the enemy, fell back until 
he came on Colonel Alexander, with six hundred of the 


twenty-first infantry and one piece of artillery, the enemy | 


following and fighting all the way. He got his gun in posi- 
tion, and the infantry in ambush. He made part of his 
command retreat, and the enemy followed into the ambush 
laid for them; they suffered severely, and fell back with 
heavy loss. If you will attack them in the rear, and, with 
our force in front, they will be completely at our mercy. 
E. M. JAEL, Lieut. and 4. Q. M. 


(21) 
Sr. Louis, October 17, 1861. 
Lieutenant E. M. Jaen, Pilot Knob: 

The battery of light artillery will start in the morning. It 
was not possible tosenditsooner. A torce has started trom 
Cape Girardeau to attack the enemy in their rear. 

( 22) (Vol. 5, p. 169. 
Sr. Loos, October 17, 1860. 
Lieutenant Colonel Mitus, Big River Bridge : 

Send all the troops, except four companies of the eighth 
Wisconsin and the pioneer company, to Pilot Knob at once. 
There has been too much delay already. Give this order to 
Colonel Murphy if he is present. 

C. McKEEVER, .4. .4. G. 


(23) [Vol. 5, p. 169. 

Sr. Lovis, October 18, 186]. 

Lieutenant E. M. Jae, Pilot Knob: ° 

Send at least two companies to Big River bridge at once 
to protect the crossing of Major Schofield’s battery and 
escort it to Pilot Knob. Give them aday’s rations already 
cooked. The workmen at the bridge must not be left with- 

out a guard. C. McKEEVER, .4. .4. G. 


( 24) [Vol. 5, p. 132. 
Pitot Knos, October 17, 1861. 
Captain McKeever: 
An Officer has just arrived with the following intelligence. 
The enemy are in a strong position, with four rifled cannon 


Vol. 5, p. 167. | 
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by Jeff. Thompson, who is reported to have five thousand 
men and four pieces of artillery. I have sent two regiments | 


| of infantry and a battery of light artillery from here to rein- | 


| telegraph be cut, send a messenger. 


force him. Send an additional force from Cape Girardeau | 

or Cairo, if it can be done with safety. 
C. McKBEVER, -4. .2. G. 

( 30 ) [Vol. 5, p. 179. |} 

Sr. Louis. October 18, 1861. | 

Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks | 

The eighth Wisconsin, Colonel Murphy, is at Pilot Knob. 

I do not understand how you could receive orders from | 

Washington to send that regiment to Indiana. No troops | 

can leave this department without an order from Major | 

General Frémont. C. McKEEVER, .4. .2. G. 


c sl) [Vol. 5 
St. Louis, October 19, 
Colonel Carin, Pilot Knob: 

The battery was at Big River bridge last evening, and 
two companies of infantry left here at five p. m. yesterday 
to guard the railroad. A company of cavalry leaves here 
this morning. Let me hear from you frequently. If the 
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861. 


| 
>». 183. | 
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| 


C. McKEEVER, .4. 4. G. 
( 32) (Vol. 5, p. 183. 
October 19, 1861. 


| Lieutenant E. M. Jaen, Pilot Knob: 1} 


| artillery arrived? Keep me fully posted of the movements | 
' 


| telegraph you again to-morrow if communication should 


in masked batteries, one half mile north of Fredericktown, | 


being about twenty-three miles from this post. 
is about twenty-one hundred men, four pieces of artillery, 
very heavy guns. The enemy is estimated from five thou- 
sand to twelve thousand. 
the command of Hardee. Our advance cavalry came on 
the enemy’s pickets this morning and drove them in, when 
Major Gavitt, commanding, discovered the masked battery 
betore mentioned, and withdrew in good time. Our forces 
are now within eleven miles of the enemy, and reinforce- 
ments are being pushed forward as fast as possible without 
weakening this place too much. You will please forward 
without any delay the batteries of artillery. Our loss is very 
trifling. We know of only two being killed, and a few 
wounded. E. M. JAEL, 4. Q. M. 


Our force | 


They are supposed to be under | 


(25) Vol. 5, p. 136. | 


Pitot Knozn, October 18, 1861. 
C. McKeever: 

When will the battery be here; the enemy is in force at 
Fredericktown? I wait only for the artiliery. The bridges 
should all be guarded strongly by troops from St. Louis. 

W. P. CARLIN, 
Colonel Commanding. 
( 26) [Vol. 5, p. 138. 
Catro, Octoder 18, 1861. 
Captain McKeever: 


J} have reliable information that Thompson and Lowe | 


have less than three thousand men. I have sent force 
through to drive them from their haunts; it would not be 
prudent to send more from here. U. 8. GRANT. 
(27) [Vol. 5, p. 142. 
BeNTON BaRRAcKS, October 18, 1861. 
Captain C. McKeever: 

Have you news of Colonel Murphy’s regiment—eighth 
Wisconsin? [received orders from Washington to send 
them to Indiana, which at my instance is suspended on the 
supposition that troops are more needed inthis quarter. I 

esire the colonel’s whereabouts. He telegraphs me from 
De Soto last. SAMUEL Rk, CURTIS, 

Brigadier General Commanding. 
(28) [Vol. 5, p. 171. 
Sr. Louis, October 18, 1861. 
Lieutenant E. M. Jarz, Pilot Knob: — 

1 have reliable information that the rebel force at Fred- 
ericktown is less than three thousand men. 

C. MecKEEVER, -4. 4. G. 
(Vide No. 26 for ans.} (29) {Vol. 5, p. 173. 


, St. Lovurs, October 17, 1861. 
Brigadier General Grant, Cairo, Illinois : 
Colonel Carlip has been driven back towards Pilot Knob | 


| Girardeau, but believe it has. 


| Georce H. Surru, St. Louis Office: 


| alry, and section artillery, sent from here and Girardeau. 


What is the news this morning? Has the battery of light 


of your troops, as well as those of the enemy. 
C: McKEEVER, 24. 4. G. 


! 
( 33 ) (Vol. 5, p. 146. | 
Pitot Knon, October 18, 1861. | 

Captain McKeever: | 
T expect an attack at all points tu-morrow morning. I will | 


not be cut off. If it should be cut off, you may infer that 
the attack has begun. Think we will repulse the enemy ; | 
but fear the railroad may be rendered impassable to the bat- | 
tery. Has not arrived. 

W. P. CARLIN, Colonel Commanding. | 
' 


(34) [Vol. 5, p. 158, |} 
Pitot Knos, October 19, 1861. |! 

Captain McKeever: 
Schofield’s battery has arrived. Has the force gone from || 
Cape Girardeau. W. P. CARLIN. 


(35 ) [Vol. 5, p. 187. 
Str. Louis, October 19, 1861. 
Colonel Carin, Pilot Knob: | 
I cannot say positively that the expedition has left Cape || 
Send out strong_reconnoi 
tering parties to feel the enemy, and drive in his pickets oc- 
easionally. If he commences to retreat attack him at once 
with all your available force. Do not let bim return to Ar- 
kansas without a battle. You are certainly strong enough 
to whip him. The expedition from Cape Girardeau ought || 
to arrive in rearof Fredericktown this afternoon or to-mor- || 
row morning. If you hear firing in your front move at once | 
on Fredericktown with your whole foree. A company of | 
cavalry and one of infantry leave here to-day to scour the | 
country about Big River. Keep me posted as to your move- | 
ments. C. McKEEVER, 4. 4. G. 


( 36 ) (Vol. 5, p. 189. | 
Str. Louis, October 19, 1861. 


Send two reliable men down the Lron Mountain road to 
look after the telegraph wire. You must do everything in 
your power to keep open the communication from here to 
Pilot Knob. Have the oath of allegiance administered to 
every telegraph operator on that line, and if any one refuse 
to take it have him turned over to the provost marshal for | 
this city forthwith. This must be attended to at once. 

By order of Major General Frémont. 

C. McKEEVER, .4. 4. G. 


(37) 


Brigadier General Grant : 

When did the expedition leave Cape Girardeau for Fred- | 
ericktown, and what was its strength. Have temporary 
buildings erected immediately for winter quarters for the 
troops at Cairo and Bird’s Point. 


By order of Major General Frémont. 1} 


C. McKEEVER, 2.4.6. | 
( 38 ) (Vol. 5, p. 168. | 
Cartro, October 21, 1861. 
Captain C. McKeever, .2. 4. G.: 
Three smal! regiments infantry, three companies of cav- 


Leit Girardeau on Friday morning. 


( 39 ) [Vol.5, p. 176. 
Pitot Knos, October 21, 1861. 


U. 8. GRANT. 


Captain McKeever: 
It is actually necessary to guard the bridges this side of | 


| Big River. Captain Miller, of First Missouri artillery, ar- | 


rived just now, and urges this to be done. You must doit 
ifitisdone. My force will not admit of it. Four com- 
panies will do it. Messenger expected to-night from Fred- 
ericktown. 8. P. BOYD, Colonel Commanding. 


( 40) (Vol. 5, p. 213. | 
Str. Louis, October 21, 1861. 
Colonel Boyp, Pilot Knob: 
You must guard the bridges between Big River and Pilot | 
Knob, no more troops can be sent frqm here. 


C: McKEEVER, A. A. G. 


Captain McKeeter: 


} 


[Vol. 5, p. 203. || 
Sr. Louis, October 20, 1861. || 
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(41) [Vol. 5, p. 223. 
Sr. Lovrs, October 21, 1861. 
Colonel Boyp, or commanding officer, Pilot Knob: 
Send troops at once to guard the bridges between Pilot 
Knob and Big River 
By order of Major General Frémont: 
C. McKEEVER, .#. .4. G. 


, 42) (Vol. 5, p. 176. 


Pitot Knon, 1] p. m 


Information not official, reliable, that we have routed 
Jef¥ Thompson and Lowe, capturing cannon, and routed 
the entire rebel force. More to-night. 

S.”. BOYD, 
Colonel Commanding. 


( 43 ) {Vol. 5, p. 176. 
Frevp or Batre, Frepexicktown, 
October 21, lsd). 
Captain McKeever: 

In conjunction with U. R. Plummer’s command, we have 
routed the rebels of Thompson and Lowe, estimated at five 
thousand, (5,000.) Their loss was heavy, ours small, and 
confined principally tothe First Indiana cavairy. We cap 
tured four heavy guns. Lowe, the rebel leader, was killed. 
Major Gavitt and Captain Hyman, [Indiana cavairy, were 
killed in a charge ona battery. Have report in detail soon. 

W. P. CARLIN, 
Colonel Commanding. 


(44) [Vol. 5, p. ts. 
Prtor Knos, October 22, 186}. 


| Captain McKeever: 


} reduce my force to one hundred men to guard bridge. 
{ have done so. 
8. H. BOYD, Colonel Commanding. 


(45) [Vol. 5, p. 182. 
Camp Benton, October 22, 1861. 
Captain McKeever, 4. 4. G.: 

I have very reliable intelligence of Thompson’s move- 
ments since the burning of the bridge, his foree, his arms, 
including several cannon, poorly mounted; and have also 
information the troops from Pilot Knob have moved towards 
each other, and probably scattered. His several bridges are 
unguarded ; others and the Knob are guarded by force I sent 
down by General Frémont’s orders. [If Colone} Carlin has 
moved forward, as he proposed doing yesterday, before these 
are withdrawn, they must be promptly relieved. | have tel 
egraphed for further reports of the whereabouts of the forees 
sent down, &c. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 

Brigadier General Commanding. 


(46) 
Sr. Louis, October 22, 

Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks: 
Colonet Carlin left Pilot Knob Sunday, attacked the en 


Vol. 5, p. 245. 
186l. 


| emy yesterday, and routed him. The eighth Wisconsin and 
| Colonel Boyd’s Missouri volunteers will remain for the pres 


ent at Pilot Knob. You will order Lieutenant Colonc 
James, with his command, to return immediately to Benton 
Barracks. Orders will be issued at once, sending his regi 
ment forward to Tipton. By order, 
C. McKEEVER, -/. .7. G. 
(47) Vol. 5, p. 186. 
FREDERICKTOWN, October 22, L86I. 
Captain McKeever, 24. .2. G.: 

I reached this point at nine o’clock this morning, and 
found that Colonel Carlin, with his command, had arrived 
two hours before. The enemy had evacuated the town be 
fore his arrival, and was supposed to be in full retreat to 
wards Greenville. At one o’clock I started in pursuit with 
my command, reinforced by two regiments of infantry, four 
companies of cavalry, and a section of artillery from that ot 
Colonel Carlin’s. We met the enemy in position about one 
mile from town, and immediately commenced the attack. 
We were joined in a few minutes by Colonel Carlin and 
Major Schofield, with one regiment of infantry and two 
pieces of artillery. The engagement was spirited for about 
one hour and a half, and resulted in a complete rout of the 
enemy. We captured two pieces of artillery, a large num 
ber of small arms, and many prisoners. Our loss is small, 
| that of the enemy considerable. 


J. B. PLUMMER, 
Colonel Missourt Volunteers, Commanding Forces. 


Mr. SHANKS. These dispatches came from 
| Adjutant General Chauncey McKeever, at St 
Louis, under the direction of General Frémont. 
| General Frémont, it is true, wasin the field at the 
time, and it therefore was not possible for him to 
transact that business. He necessarily had to in- 
trust it to his adjutant general, who was appointed 
by the Government of the United States. 

These telegraphic dispatches directed General 
Grant to move his force from Cairo to Cape Gi- 
rardeau. That was done under the direction of 
| General Grant. I submit now that the action of 
| General Curtis was without authority, unless the 

authority came from General Frémont. Does the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Guriey] mean to say 
that General.Curtis assumed to carry on war in 
the western department on his own responsibil- 
ity? I say he never did. The statement that he 
did is a falsehood and a wrong. General Frérmont 
commanded that department; and the telegraphic 
dispatches show that he directed General Curtis 
in what he did. 
Mr. GURLEY. 


| 


I desire to state that there 
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were, as I understand, twenty-five hundred troops 
sent from St. Louis to Pilot Knob to go against 
Jeff Thompson. The fifteeen hundred men sta- 


tioned at Pilot Knob were sent forward against | 


Jif Thompson, from the fact that General Curtis 


had sent troops to guard the roads and bridges, | 


and also to assist in the fight at Fredericktown; 
hence the battle there could not have been fought 
had not those soldiers been sent up, and which 
this very dispatch ordered back to St. Louis. 


Suppose General Curtis had obeyed dispatch No. | 


2, and ordered to St. Louis the two regiments— 
eighth Wisconsin and Boyd’s Missouri volun- 
teers, and General Schofield’s battery, which latter 
took part in the battle—how could that battle have 


been fought? If I erred in my statement, the error | 


rests upon that dispatch, which seems to conflict 
with the general orders to General Grant. As | 
have said, | merely alluded to the subject by way 


of illustration; and Il am happy to have the whole | 


truth made known, so as not to do the least injus- 
tice to General Frémont. For this object I asked 
the attention of the committee. 


Mr. SHANKS. If General Curtis had not | 





been commanding at St. Louis, he would not have 


had the power to send forward soldiers. Bat the 
orders are here which directed him to do this. 
General Frémont commanded that department. 

Mr. GURLEY. Thatis what I said. I said 
I had seen these dispatches, and that they satis- 
fied me that General Frémont did give the order. 

Mr.SHANKS. Yetthe gentleman said it was 
General Curtis who had done this thing. 

Mr.GURLEY. I said that General Curtis had 
sent out these men. 

Mr. SHANKS. The gentleman said the bat- 
tle was fought on General Curtis’s orders. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The time to 
which this general debate was limited has passed, 
and I must insist that the committee proceed with 
the bill. 

Mr. DAWES. [ask that the first reading of 
the bill be dispensed with, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I prefer that it 
should be read through for information. 

The bill was read at length. 

The reading of the bill by paragraphs, for 
amendment, was then commenced. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING moved to amend the 
following clause: 


‘That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, ap- 
propriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


appropriated, for the support of the Army for the year end- | 


ing the 30th of June, 1863; 


by adding, as follows: 
But nothing contained in this act shall be construed to 


impair the right to reduce the compensation of any officer | 


of the Army or to abolish any existing office. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Before the vote is 
taken on that amendment, I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, [Mr. oe rep- 
resents the Committee of Ways and Means on 
this bill, how far this bill corresponds with the 
estimates furnished by the War Department? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. will answer 
the gentleman that it very nearly corresponds with 
the estimates. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I ask the gentleman from 
New York, who has proposed the amendment now 
vending, what is his object in offering it? Has 
bs any doubt thatthe provisionas it stands would 
preclude the power of Congress to reduce the sal- 
aries of Army officers? 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I will say that the 
amendment I have proposed is the same which 
was offered to another appropriation bill a few 
days since. I asked at the time for an opinion 
upon the proper construction to be placed upon 
making an appropriation in this connection, and 
lYound agreatdiversity of opinion existing among 
members as to the construction to be given. In 
order, therefore, to remove any doubt upon the 
subject, | thought it well to attach this proviso. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I will only say that I ap- 
prove entirely of the object of the gentleman from 
New York; but I think the amendment is entirely 
unnecessary, and I shall therefore vote against it. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I entertain so high 
a respect for the opinion of the gentleman from 





| 
| 
| 
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ing out the following: 

For repairs and improvements and new machinery at the 
national armory at Springfield, Massachusetts, $150,000. 

Mr. Chairman, I move this amendment for the 
purpose of ascertaining, if I can, what is the pre- 
cise extent to which it is proposed to go in the 
| expenditure of this $150,000 ‘* for repairs and im- 
| provements and new machinery at the national 
armory.’’ The whole matter of national armories 
is now under consideration by a special committee 
of this House. That committee may report to the 
House that, in their judgment, another national 
armory should be established west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains; and J think it but proper that 
this appropriation should be dchased: exil that 
question has been decided. I find that, during the 
extra session of Congress, an estimate was sentin 
here for an appropriation to enlarge the capacity 
for the inereased manufacture of arms at the 
Springfield armory, and $422,000 was appropri- 
ated at that time for this purpose. That armory, 
from a manufacture of three thousand guns a 
| month, has been increased in capacity to the man- 
ufacture of twelve thousand guns a month; and 
we are informed that, with a few additional im- 
provements and some additional machinery, the 
manufacture can be increased to twenty thou- 
sand, and perhaps twenty-five thousand, arms per 
month. 

Now, sir, there are reasons which, perhaps, it 
would not be proper for me to advert to on this 
occasion, why a national armory should be estab- 
lished in another part of the country. I therefore 
hope that this appropriation will be stricken out. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I will state that 
this appropriation is not for any new addition to 
the armory; but for merely keeping up repairs, 
and for such improvements as will enable the 
establishment to work to the utmost extent —to 
manufacture guns as rapidly as possible. The 
Secretary says: 

“To keep up the production of the armory to the utmost 
possible extent, these repairs are absolutely indispensable.” 

Mr. ARNOLD. If it is distinctly understood 
that this appropriation is not designed to enlarge 
the Springfield Armory, so as not to interfere 
at all with the proposition now pending for the 
establishment of a national armory, I have no 
objection to it. 

Mr. FENTON. Is debate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I move then to reduce the 
amount $100,000. Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire 
to say that there are propositions pending before 
a committee of this House for the establishment 
ofa national armory westof the Alleghany mount- 
ains, and if the adoption of this appropriation 
will not, in any degree, prejudice the action of the 
House upon those propositions, I think the amend- 
mend of the gentleman from Pennsylvania ought 
not to be adopted. If this appropriation is de- 
signed simply to keep in repair the machinery for 
the manufacture of arms at Springfield, it should, 
in my judgment, be granted. But I observe that 
it provides for additional machinery at the armory 
at Springfield. It has been stated that it is the 
design of some of our friends at the East to op- 
pose the establishment of an armory west of the 
Alleghanies, which has been petitioned for here 
by more than one hundred thousand citizens of 
the country, by the enlargement of the armory at 
Springfield. liom, if this is the design of this 
appropriation, I trust it will not be made by this 
ieee. 

I will not, at this time, go into any discussion 
in regard to the propriety of establishing an arm- 
| ory westof the Alleghany mountains. I will only 
| remark that there 1s a vast empire west of the 
Alleghany. mountains, equal in population to all 
the loyal portion of the nation lying east. I will 
also remark that they have to-day in the field fully 
one half the entire number of soldiers that are now 
in the field to sustain our flag against the rebel- 
| lion, and | think it will not be deemed an unrea- 
| sonable request upon the part of that section of 

the Union to ask of this House the means of man- 
| ufacturing the arms which theirsoldiersare to use. 
| There are now here, as I have said, petitions 


|| Mr. MOORHEAD. I move to amend by strik- 
| 
| 
| 








{ 
| 


Ohio that if he is satisfied no construction can be || exceeding one hundred thousand in number for 
given to the appropriation to prevent the opera- || various locations west of the Alleghanies. These 
| propositions are now pending before the House; 
_ and while they are pending, before that commit- 
| tee report their action to the House, I trust that 


tion of such legislation as Congress may hereafter 
enact in reference to the compensation of officers 
of the Army, | will withdraw my amendment. 
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no action will be taken prejudicial to the object 
of these petitions and resolutions. 

Now, sir, lask my friend from Vermont whether 
this appropriation of $150,000 is designed, or I ask 
the gentleman representing the Springfield district, 
(Mr. Dexano,] if he is informed upon the subject, 
whether the intention is that it shall interfere with 
the establishment of an armory west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If the gentle- 
man will only read the paragraph, he will see that 
the discussion upon this point will come in more 
appropriately at the next paragraph but one. This 
appropriation is simply for repairs, improvements, 
and new machinery; such as is indispensable for 
the establishment now at neeereees: 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I would like to know 
what paragraph the gentleman refers to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. To the next 
paragraph but one, which reads: 


* For additions to and extension of panaoem, machin- 
ery, tools, and fixtures at arsenals, $500,000,” 


Mr.MOORHEAD. Thatis for arsenals. We 
are not talking about arsenals. I think the gen- 
tleman has fallen into an error himself. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I desire to oppose the 
amendment of my friend from Illinois. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr.McKNIGHT. When] get the floor I will 
move an amendment, in order to say a word or 
two upon the pending appropriation. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I move to reduce 
the appropriation to $50,000. 

Mr. Chairman, this appropriation is claimed to 
be merely for the purpose of carrying on the pres- 
ent establishment, and not for the purpose of ex- 
tending its general operations. It seems to me 
that $150,000 is an abundantly large sum to be 
appropriated with a view to keep up the machinery 
at that armory to its full working capacity. | 
know that the exigencies of the times have brought 
into active requisition that factory of arms, and 
that it is now doing good work for the Govern- 
ment. I have no objection to any appropriation 
made in good faith to carry on that factory as it 
is now established; but when the bill provides for 
its enlargement, and for new machinery to the ex- 
tent of $150,000 for this a it does occur to me 
that it will preclude all chance of establishing an 
armory in another part ofthe Union. Gentlemen 
know very well that a special committee of this 
House have been long considering in what place 
a new armory shall be established west of the 
Alleghanies. If any new armory is to be estab- 
lished, it does seem to me that this large appro- 
pooner is uncalled for, and ought not to be made. 

hile I do not wish to cripple the Springfield 
armory in the least, still I am unwilling that we 
shall prejudge the question whether a new armory 
shall be ae tin be I do not want this Spring- 
field armory enlarged to such an extent that it will 
estop all necessity for the establishment of any 
new armory west of the Alleghanies. It is with 
this view, sir, that I oppose this large appropria- 
tion at this time. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Chairman, 
I oppose the amendment of the gentleman from 
Illinois, and for the purpose, among others, of 
saying that there is no appropriation and no in- 
crease of an penaens which, for one, I shall 
vote for more cheerfully than for that which con- 
templates the full action of the armory at Sring- 
field, or anywhere else, if we had one. Before this 
session opened, receiving, as we did, circulars and 
memorials in favor of the establishment ofnew arm- 
ories, I had, for one, great doubts about the pro- 
priety and economy, at this time, of our doing 
what was proposed; but I am now prepared to 
vote for any measure or measures which will pro- 
vide, at Springfield or anywhere else, either west 
or east of the Alleghany mountains, a factory In 
which can be made, honestly and speedily, the 
fire-arms required by this Government. I under- 
stand that there are floating somewhere contracts 
amounting to about thirty-eight million dollars, 

iven to A, B, C,and D, men who have never 
en engaged in making fire-arms, and who have 
not one piece of machinery or any other materials 
for that purpose; but who come here as traders, 
speculators, and snatchers, to procure those con- 
tracts. I hope, sir, that those contracts are to fall. 
I hope that they are to be rescinded. I hope that 
they are to be rescinded before bona fide holders 
step in, and before they are hawked about the 
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